
L U C I  F E R .
    - ■ ■ - —    -  ■ ■ — . ■   

V o l . X I. L O N D O N , J A N U A R Y  15TH, 1893. -  N o. 65.

The Theosophical Society is in no way responsible fo r any opinions, in signed or 
unsigned articles, that apptar in this Magazine. Nor does the Editor 
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® t t  t h e  0 8 t a t t M E o t o e r .

O N C E  again the Western New Year is with us, accompanied by  

the ordinary English greetings of “ happiness,” “ prosperity,” 

and the like. It is a somewhat remarkable fact that we seldom or 

never hear the wish that tlie New Year m ayb e “ useful.” Theo

sophists might do worse than emphasize this side of the New Year 

congratulations, in contradistinction to the continual dwelling upon 

the personal aspect. Good resolutions, too, are the order of the day, 
and each of us probably knows many cases in which the last hours 

of the old year have been made a sort of judgment day for the 

summing up of past misdeeds, with somewhat chaotic resolves for 

future good. It cannot be too strongly insisted on that in the con

duct of life true progress is not made by spasmodic leaps and 

bounds, nor by driving off the amendment of character to certain 

times and seasons. There is far too much in the West of the “ clean 

slate” idea, and one great good that Theosophy is doing is the 

teaching to men and women the truth that there is no making a 

tabula rasa of life at any particular moment, and that the shirking 

of duty to-day weakens our chances of performing that duty to

morrow. T h e number of New Year good resolutions made from 

the ordinary standpoint is probably about equalled by the number of 

times such resolutions are forgotten in the early days of the new

born first month. As our first Theosophical New Year card had it:

The sense o f Duty cometh first;
Then followeth Steadfastness;
And zealous Work the jewel is
That crowneth all.

•
*  *

As noted in our “ Activities,” Annie Besant’s tour is creating a



marked impression in America. In the papers to hand there is an 

almost entire absence of the old ignorance about Theosophy, and 

there is much evidence that an appreciation of its higher aspects and 

deeper meanings is sutely making its way. Th e courage and de

votion of our American brethren could ask for no better reward. 
What seems to have “ caught on” in Mrs. Besant’s lectures is the 

fact that Theosophy offers â sound and reasonable basis for the 

ethics of life. There have been a good many editorial comments on 

her addresses, and this seems to be a peculiar honour, for such 

comments on lectures are uncommon in America. One of the last 

received, and it is a sample of the rest, says:

In tiie first part it was a plea for the science of morals— eloquent, logical, con
clusive. It is safe to say that Mrs. Besant's hearers never heard a sounder, clearer, 
or more eloquent plea for morals on a scientific basis, the pith o f which is that a 
thing is good, not because o f the dictum of any gospel, but as a fact in nature; a 
fact, a moral truth, obedience to which is as incumbent on one person as another, 
whether o f any particular religious faith or of none. The practical value o f which 
is, that, though in the clash of creeds and the fury o f discussion one may relinquish 
his religious faith, he canndt relinquish his morality, based as it is on facts in nature 
anterior to all creeds. It was very fine indeed, and profitable.

That editor is not far from the Theosophical kingdom of ethics.
*

*  *

Th e American press seems also to have seized on the idea of 

Reincarnation, and in another part of the article quoted above it is 

stated that there is no more to be said against Reincarnation than 

can be said against every essential of religion. When Reincarna

tion was first made a distinct part of our public propaganda it was 

laughed at and derided. So completely had it dropped out of 

Western thought that to most audiences the bare idea that they 

would ever live again in the body on this earth was ludicrous in 

the extreme. Little by little it won its way by the force of its own 

logic, and now, instead of laughter, there is calm consideration and 

the desire to know. It would be absurd to say that people generally 

have been entirely converted to the idea of Reincarnation, but 

probably no strange tenet has so quickly lived down scoffing as 

this corner-stone of Theosophical teaching. The reason is not far 

to seek— it supplies a felt want in human nature.

•  *

It has not, however, been all plain sailing with the American 

newspapers. T h e “ new journalism” of England has taken kindly 

to the interview, but to see the interviewer at his best (or worst) we 

must go to the States. There, as here, papers are made to sell and 

to suit the taste of particular readers, and what Mrs. Besant has said



to reporters has often been twisted and distorted to suit the par

ticular views of the particular journal. Notably has this been the 

case with regard to labour matters. But our English press is some

times not behind the American in misconception and misrepresenta
tion. A  week or two ago the Evening Standard, one of the soberest 

and most respectable of the London dailies, stated that Mrs. Besant 

in despair of making headway with Theosophy in England, had 

renounced this poor country and taken the headquarters of the T . S. 

over to New York.
♦

*  *

The Morning, a London daily journal, has started a mild boom 

on what it calls the “ New  Spiritualism,” the foundation of which 

was a letter tiy Dr. Parker, of the City Temple. It does not quite 

appear what “ new ” spiritualism is, but there is a hint that it is 

“ that particular form which claims to find on the higher planes of 

religious thought and feeling a meeting-place, where pure spiritual 

beings may and do hold communications with mortals who have not 

yet discarded their material environment.” This, Dr. Parker seems 

to suggest, might be done by making every church congregational 

meeting a huge seance. Mr. Stuart Cumberland and Mr. Maske

lyne, of Egyptian Hall fame, have joined in the correspondence, but 

in them Theosophists will feel no interest.

•  •

Mr. W . T . Stead, however, has been interviewed, and he has 

undoubtedly given the British public something to talk about. ' He 

has avowed himself an automatic writer, and says that there is “ no 

escaping from the conclusion that the disembodied spirit of my  

friend writes with my hand.” He also prophesies on facts which 

he says are within his own knowledge, that before many months are 

over the persistence of the individual after death and the possibility 

of communicating with that individual will have been as well 

established on a scientific basis as any other fact in nature. A  clair
voyant with whom Mr. Stead works has also been interviewed, and 

has made what the newspaper justly describes as “ extraordinary 

statements,” for extraordinary they most certainly are to its general 

readers.
♦

*  *

In the Christmas number of the Review of Reviews, which has 

been forwarded to L u c i f e r ,  Mr. Stead has attempted the bold ex

periment of combining what he acknowledges are the incongruous 

elements of a Christmas love story, the information of a guide-book, 

the exposition of the political possibilities latent in the Chicago



World’s Fair, and the phenomena of psychometry, clairvoyance, 
telepathy, and automatic handwriting. W ith the first three of these 

L u c i f e r  has nothing to do, but the latter is very interesting, for 

Mr. Stead has stated to the Morning reporter that the communica

tions referred to in the Christmas number were written with his own 

hand, and he assured him in the “ most solemn and serious manner” 

that he had no idea in the world what his hand was going to write 

when it began to write. T o  those who know, there is, of course, 
nothing new in a statement like this, but the assertion, coming from 

a man of Mr. Stead’s reputation, will be much more discussed than 

if it had been made by some obscure Spiritualist.

*  *

T o  the Theosophist the interest will lie not so much in the fact 

that the communications were made as in what those communica

tions were. And here my criticism is the usual Theosophical criti

cism. There is nothing in them that the world did not know 

before, or rather which has not been said and speculated upon by 

spirits in the body. I am speaking of the spiritual philosophy 

which will be found on pp. 118 and 119 of the magazine, and I 

question whether there is a single idea in it which was not thought 

out and discussed by Mr. Stead himself long before he ever heard 

of automatic writing. Take one paragraph only.

There is much love on earth. Were it not so it would be hell. There is the 
love o f the mother for her children, o f brother and sister, o f young man and 
maiden, o f husband and wife, o f friends, whether men or women, or whether the 
friendship is between those o f the same sex. All these forms o f love are the rays 
o f heaven in earth. They are none of them complete. They are the sparkling 
light from the diamond facets, the totality o f which is God. The meanest man or 
woman who loves, is, so far as they love, inspired by the Divine. The whole secret 
o f the saving of the world lies in that—you must have more love, more love, more 
love. And so on.

•
•  •

Th e question at once arises, Was it necessary to go to the 

“ other side” for teaching like that— teaching which is the common

place in ten thousand various normal directions? And this will 

always be the standing objection to Spiritualism in nearly every 

shape and form. T h e ordinary sceptic denies the other side entirely. 

I am not a Spiritualist philosophically, but I believe that the Spiri

tualists have proved— not the other side completely— but part of the 

other side. But what has that other side brought us from the 

Spiritualistic standpoint? W hat new light, what fresh knowledge, 

on the real essence of things, on the core and kernel of the universe, 

and of man’s true being? I have before me the last number of



Light., which contains some of the records of private seances held 

by its late editor, Mr. Stainton Moses, with a medium who was 

supposed to be controlled by a spirit of a very high order. There  

is in them not one single new idea, nothing which is anything more 

than the outside husk of Eastern and Western Occultism. I have 

investigated Spiritualism, for many years I have read its literature,

I have listened to trance orations, and have done my best to gain 

light, but so far as regards the real philosophy of being I have 

never yet met with anything which was not already in this-world 

thought. I never get any forwarder.

•  *

But as regards Theosophy it was different. In it for the first 

time in my life, I came across a distinct and definite body of teach

ing about man and the universe and their relations, of which I had 

never* before seen any trace; and when to this was added the teach

ing that by the conquering of self I could— not passively wait for 

the “ other side” to come to me— but go there myself, now, con

sciously and of free will, ordinary Spiritualism in all its phases was 

but as the broken toys of babyhood. Between that and true Occult

ism is the difference of being controlled and being the controller, of 

the weakness of childhood and the strength of manhood. Between 

the two a really strong soul will not hesitate for a moment.

*  *

Lately I have come across some interesting cases of natural 

clairvoyance, using the word natural as meaning untrained and not 

consciously developed. In both instances the clairvoyant was a 

woman, and the person about whom she was most lucid was her 

husband. A gentleman in the north went out for a walk one morn
ing, some distance over grassy ground. When he reached home he 

found he had lost the diamond from his ring. His wife told him  

that he should go and look for it, but he refused, as he thought it 

was useless. Thereupon she went herself, he following her at a 

short distance. She took exactly the route that he had taken—  

although he had not told her of it— and on reaching the grassy 

place she suddenly stopped, turned aside a long tuft, and there was 

the diamond. On another occasion she pointed out to him a gentle
man who was a perfect stranger to them both, and informed him  

that the latter would have a certain influence over his life, describ
ing many of the forthcoming circumstances. Th e details are too 

long to give here, but everything turned out as predicted. Another 

case, an Irish one this time, was that of a wife who many miles 

away saw minutely what her husband was doing in Dublin during



the whole of one evening, although it was accidentally quite con

trary to what she expected would be taking place. A ll three cases 

were told me by the gentlemen themselves. Th e law of this natural 
clairvoyance seems as yet very obscure in that there is no criterion 

of who are the likely clairvoyants, and no definite reasons why the 

clairvoyant faculties should act in particular ways at particular 

times. It is a field of investigation which is eminently worthy of 

patient research.

*  *

While the “ New Spiritualism” is running in the Morning, the 

“ New Mesmerism” is running in the Times, and the “ New Hypno

tism ” in the P all M all Gazette. Th e remarkable thing about it all 

is that, considering the vast storehouse of well-authenticated facts 

with which the writers are dealing, no real attempt is made by them 

to arrive at any definite philosophical explanation of the subject. 

The Pall M all correspondent has to acknowledge that “ Hypnotic 

science, both medical and legal, has made tremendous strides during 

the last few years,” and he goes on to say that in the course of the 

next twelve months several important announcements may be ex

pected. A s far as regards the advance of the science that advance 

. only means as yet to the ordinary experimenter the classification of 

facts. What the important announcements are likely to be I know 

not, but one thing is certain, that ultimately these experimenters 

and the world at large will be driven to Occultism for their true 

theories. For Occultism does explain, and herein lies the strength of 

the occult position. It is more than possible, however, that, as has 

so often happened before, the opponents of Occultism will then deny 

that it was capable of giving them any clue. We, however, can 

possess our souls in patience.
*

* *

Science and philosophy are supposed to be twin sisters, and 

they certainly are closely related as far as regards intolerance. Mr. 

Frederic Harrison, the Positivist, is commonly supposed to be a 

thinker of cool judgment, and to move generally in a state of calm 

equilibrium. But ’the most bigoted theologian could not have 

screamed louder or scolded more than Mr. Harrison has done with 

regard to the “ New Spiritualism.” According to him it is “ drivel, 

swindling drivel, to talk about it shows an empty head, and to write 

about it shows a desire to make money by amusing dupes. I f  Mr. 

Stead believes, then he is bordering on lunacy,” etc., etc. A ll of 

which is very pretty, but not argument. One wonders whether Mr. 

Harrison would talk like this to Professor Crookes if they met at a



gathering of the Royal Society. Mr. Harrison has done much for 

humanity, but he would do much more if  he were not quite so ready 

to believe that everybody must be either a knave or a fool who does 

not agree with every item of his Positivism.

•  •

T h e article by Mr. St. George Mivart, on “ Happiness in H ell/’ 

which appeared in the December number of the Nineteenth Century, 

has attracted a large amount of attention. I hope to deal with it in 

next month’s L u c i f e r ,  and so will only say here that it has been 

answered from the orthodox Roman Catholic standpoint in this 

month’s Nineteenth by Father Clarke, our Theosophical antagonist. 

Needless to say that Father Clarke goes in strongly for utter and 

complete damnation, although he is careful not to commit himself, 

in so many set words, to actual corporeal flames. In this he is 

behind the Catholic Bishop of Nottingham, who goes in boldly for 

real and material fire. If men would take half as much trouble to 

make people happy by goodness as they do to prove that they will 

be eternally miserable because of evil, goodness would soon become 

the dominant factor in the race. Here again the Theosophical 

position is impregnable— evil ceaseth not by fire but by love.

•  *

While Mrs. Besant is away I am responsible for the “ Watch 

Tower.” I have quoted in it words in praise of her, and for that I 

must take the responsibility of my Karma. I do it by signing my 

name.

H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s .

Man  has a visible and invisible workshop. The visible one is his body; the 
invisible one his imagination. . . . The imagination is a sun in the soul o f man, 
acting in its own sphere as the sun o f the earth acts in his. Wherever the latter 
shines, germs planted in the soil grow, and vegetation springs up; and the sun of 
the soul acts in a similar manner, and calls the forms o f the soul into existence. . . 
The spirit is the master, imagination the tool, and the body the plastic material. 
Imagination is the power by which the will forms sidereal entities out o f thoughts.

— Confessio FraUmitatis [R. C.].



DE V A C H A N  is often translated as Svarga; it is not quite correct to 
say so. Devachan is our Pitri-Loka, where a Jiva passes a kind 
of dreamy existence; it is the lowest layer, so to say, of Svarga, 

according to the Sh&stras. There are six other such layers, one higher 
than the other; they are all Bhtgu Bhumi, the world of effects, while 
our own world is Karma Bh&mi, the world of Karma [actions]; on 
Kuru Kshetra, where the battle between the Kauravas and the Pdndavas 
is being eternally fought, the battle between the Eleven on one side 
and the Seven on the other.

A  Jiva, passing into Svarga, must come again and be born into 
this earth, how enormous soever may be the period pf his enjoyment 
and bliss.

In the higher part of Svarga, the Jiva enjoys the company of those 
Spiritual Beings who, during the preceding Manvantara, have acquired, 
by their Tapas, a right to remain in Svarga during the present Mavan- 
taric period.

Svarga Bhoga is the result of selfish Karma on the spiritual plane; 
when the inner motive of a man’s suffering or sacrifice, his austerities, 
his helping others, etc., is his own spiritual development, he goes into 
Svarga, where the period of his stay is proportionate to the effect of his 
good Karma in this world. It is only Nish-k&ma Karma, or actions 
done without the least regard for the benefits that may arise to the doer, 
that brings on Mukti proper.

In the higher part of Svarga a Jiva, retaining his full consciousness, 
might see this world of ours going into Pralaya and yet be not affected 
by it; he will none the less have to be bom in the new world reappear
ing from such Pralaya.

Svarga is the third of the seven Lokas counting from the physical. 
When Svarga with the two lower Lokas go into Pralaya, the fourth or 
the middle Loka becomes uninhabitable to the entities residing therein 
who have all to pass on to the next higher.

Svarga is also called Svarloka or simply Svah (the word Sva or 
Swa means Self).

The presiding Deva of Svarga is Indra, who is the God of Ak&sha, 
(A and K&sha— shining, developing); a new Indra appears after every 
Pralaya destroying the three lower Lokas. The future Indra is now in 
a region called Pdt&la, expiating his sins by suffering, protected by 
Hari. He is called Bali, which means “ sacrifice.”

K . P . M u k h b r j i .



' E k e  G e s t u r e s  o f  t l u  < S<ral.

VAsAnsi jfrnAni yathA vihAya 
NavAni grihnAti naro 'parAni 
TathA sharirAni vihAya jimAny—
AnyAni sanyAti navAui dehi.

As a man casting off worn-out garments takes other new ones, so the lord o f 
the body casting off worn-out bodies enters other new ones.— Bhagavad d id , ii. 22.

HAN D BO O K S and pamphlets on Theosophy— as taught in the 
system of the Esoteric Philosophy that has been so prominently 

brought forward by H. P. Blavatsky— are to-day so numerous, that 
almost all my readers must be aware of what have been called the 
seven principles of man. That is to say, that man is regarded from 
seven points of view, although in reality he is ever one entity. This 
has been done, in order that we may get a clearer idea of the complex 
nature of the vehicles, sheaths, garments, or vestures, in which the 
divine consciousness manifests itself in the case of the human being. 
For as in all sciences, so in the greatest science of all— that of the 
human soul— we must resort to analysis, if we would have a clear 
conception of the problem before us.

Now many systems divide the nature of man, each in its own way. 
In the present paper, however, I am not going to insist on any precise 
division, but shall endeavour to give you some idea of what some of 
these soul-vestures may be. And by Soul I mean the divine conscious
ness in man— which is spoken of sometimes as the S e lf — and not the 
restricted idea that is more generally connoted with the term in the 
Western world. Of this S e l f ,  the Bhagavad Gita speaks as follows:

This is not born, nor dies it ever, nor having once been will it not be again. 
Unborn, eternal, everlasting, ancient, this is not slain though the body be slain.1

Aye, no matter how sublime and god-like the body or vesture may 
be— for even that garment of God by which men behold him, as Goethe 
says, the whole conceivable universe, woven in the loom of time, even 
this will perish in the eternities. But the S e l f  is:

Eternal, all-pervading, stable, immovable, ancient— this is said to be the un- 
manifestable, this the unthinkable, this the unchangeable.*

Therefore, as Krishna says:

Knowing it to be such, pray do not grieve.

Yes, the Soul has many a garment besides the “ coats of skins” 
that covered the spiritual nakedness of our primeval -Selves, in the



childhood of our present Humanity. It was left to the dulled intellect 
of our present age and its immediate predecessors to clothe the naked 
physical bodies of a pictorial Adam and Eve with the skins of wild 
beasts, stitched together, forsooth, by the “ Lord God” himself. It is 
high time to end such a theological farce and publish a revised edition 
of this grand soul-myth, which, if Carlyle had not anticipated us, we 
might very appropriately call the “ sartor resartus,” or stitcher re
stitched. Let us first trace the descent of the Soul, or Self, as it 
involves downwards, clothing itself in four main vestures and other 
minor ones, according to the teaching of the Vedlntic philosophers 
and seers of ancient India. You will find the passage in that wonderful 
article, “ The Dream of Rfivan,” in the December number of L u c i f b r ,  

1891. The “ Four States and Tabernacles of Man” are described as 
follows:

There are fonr spheres o f existence, one enfolding the other1— (1) the inmost 
sphere o f Turiya [/*/., the fourth], in which the individualized spirit lives the 
ecstatic life;* (2) the sphere o f transition, or Lethe, in which the spirit, plunged in 
the ocean o f Ajft&na [non-wisdomJ or total unconsciousness;* and utterly forgetting 
its  real Self,4 undergoes a change o f gnostic tendency; * and from not knowing at 
all, or absolute unconsciousness, emerges on the hither side o f that Lethean 
boundary to a false or reversed knowledge o f things (Viparita Jft&na), under the 
influence of an illusive PrajftA, or belief in, and tendency to, knowledge outward 
from itself, in which delusion it thoroughly believes, and now endeavours to 
realize: whereas the true knowledge which it had in the state of Turiya, or the 
ecstatic life, was all within itself, in which it intuitively knew and experienced all 
things. And from the sphere o f Pra-jftA, or out-knowing— this struggle to reach 
and recover outside itself all that it once possessed within itself, and lost— to regain 
for the lost intuition an objective perception through the senses and understanding 
— in which the spirit became an intelligence— it merges into (3) the third sphere o f 
dreams, where it believes in a universe o f light and shade, and where all existence 
is in the way of A-bhftsa, or phantasm. There it imagines itself into the Linga* 
deha (Psyche),” or subtle, semi-material, ethereal, soul, composed of a vibrating or 
knowing pentad, and a breathing or undulating pentad. The vibrating or know* 
ing pentad consists o f simple consciousness radiating into four different forms o f 
knowledge— (a) the egoity or consciousness of self; (6) the ever-chsnging, devising, 
wishing mind, imagination or fancy; (c) the thinking, reflecting, remembering 
-faculty; and (d) the apprehending and determining understanding or judgment.*

The breathing or undulating pentad contains the five vital aurse— namely, the 
breath o f life, and the four nervous aethers that produce sensation, motion, and the 
other vital phenomena.

Prom this subtle personification and phantasmal sphere, in due time it pro* 
gresses into (4) the fourth or outmost sphere; where matter and sense are trium

1 T hat Is to say, interpenetrating each other, and not like the skins o f the onion, 
ft On its  own plane o f  true spiritual consciousness, 
ft A s we know  consciousness.
* Because o f  th is vesture o f  A jn ln a .
ft T h at is to  say o f  recovering its  prim al wisdom o r jn in a , w hich is the same word as Ontela. 
ft This is the Astral Soul, not the Astral Body,
T T his is the Lower M ind or M anas o f  the Esoteric Philosophy, and the A ntahkarana or Inner 

O rgan o f  the V edintins, consisting o f  (0) A h a m k ira , (6) Chittam , (c) M anas, {d) Buddhi.



phant; where the universe is believed a solid reality; where all things exist in the 
mode o f A kira,1 substantial form; and where that— which successively forgot 
itself from spirit into absolute unconsciousness and awoke on this side o f that 
boundary o f oblivion into an intelligence struggling outward, and from this out
ward struggling intelligence imagined itself into a conscious, feeling, breathing, 
nervous soul, prepared for further clothing— [where that which does all this] now 
out-realises itself from soul into a body, with five senses or organs o f perception, 
and five organs o f action, to suit it for knowing and acting in the external world, 
which it once held within, but has now wrought out o f itself.* (1) The first or 
spiritual statt was ecstasy; (2) from ecstasy it forgot itself into deep sleep; (3) from 
profound sleep it awoke out o f unconsciousness, but still within itself, into the 
internal world o f dreams; (4) from dreaming it passed finally into the thoroughly 
waking state, and the outer world o f sense. Each state has an embodiment o f 
ideas or language o f its own. (1) The universal, eternal, ever-present intuitions 
that be eternally with the spirit in the first, are in the second utterly forgotten for 
a time, and (2) then emerge reversed, limited, and translated into divided successive 
intellections, or gropings, rather, o f a struggling and as yet unorganized intelli
gence, having reference to place and time, and an external historical world, which 
it seeks but cannot all at once realize outside itself. In the third (3) they become 
pictured by a creative fantasy into phantasms of persons, things and events, in a 
world o f light and shade within us, which is visible even when the eyes are sealed 
in dreaming slumber, and is a prophecy and forecast shadow o f the solid world 
that is coming. In the fourth (4) the out-forming or objectivity is complete. They 
are embodied by the senses into hard external realities in a world without us. That 
ancient seer (Kavi Purftna) which the Gitd and Mah&bMrata mention as abiding in 
the breast o f each, is (1) first a prophet and poet; then (2) he falls asleep and 
awakes as a blindfold logician and historian, without materials for reasoning, or a 
world for events, but groping towards them; next (3) a painter with an ear for 
inward phantasmal music, too; at last (4) a sculptor carving out hard palpable 
solidities.

I have ventured on this lengthy quotation because it is one of the 
plainest statements I have yet found of the famous but difficult system 
of Ved&ntic psychology. It has to be carefully thought out to be fully 
appreciated, but will well repay the trouble by bringing to light many 
fresh beauties which a cursory first reading will necessarily slur over. 
It is a most beautiful idea, that of the self>same Self being successively 
clothed in Vestures which transform it first into a poet and prophet, 
in a state out of time and place; then a blindfold logician and historian, 
in time and place, in a sort of external historical world, with which it 
is not yet in touch, and where its operations are compared to divided 
successive intellection^ or gropings; next a painter and musician 
limning images on the phantasmal surface of things, and with an ear 
for inward harmony; and lastly a sculptor, carving out objects in three 
dimensional space.

1 Prom i-kri, to bring towards or down, to m ake or form w holly.
• The five organa of sensation are the akin , eyes, nose, eats, tongue, corres ponding to the sim ple 

consciousness and the four different form s of knowledge a t  tbe vibrating or knowing pentad, v is ., 
the Low er M ind. The five o r g s a s o f  action are tbe m outh, bands, feet, and the two lower organs, 
corresponding to the breath'of life  and the four nervous  ethers^ wMch are the five v ita l,a m * o f the 
breathing or undulating p e n t a d . - ' -



As may be seen from the above, the four, or rather three states—  
for it would be wrong to term the highest a state, in that it represents 
the Self in its own essence— correspond to the three great Vestures of 
the Soul, and we are told that an Adept can separate them one from 
another, and clothe the Self in which he will.

These Vestures are again composed of several Garments, which 
are generally spoken of as Sheaths (Koshas). Starting from below, we 
have first the Food Sheath, formed from food by the alchemy of nature. 
This is transformed by the vital aurse into protoplasm, and so trans
formed into blood, flesh, bone, muscle, skin, etc., eventuating finally 
into our physical body— truly graphically described as a “ coat of skin." 
This is called the Food Garment or Sheath (Anna-mava Kosha).1 
Next we have the fivefold Garment of the life breath, the undulating 
pentad, for it energizes iu long rhythmic waves. This is called the 
Life Sheath (Pr&ua-maya Kosha). Following this comes the Garment 
of the vibrating pentad, whose wave lengths , are shorter and more 
rapid, for thought is more rapid than even the life forces in the body. 
This latter Garment is two-fold: one Sheath being connected with 
determination, understanding, and judgment; the other with the 
faculty which refers all things to what we call ourselves— our illusive 
personalities— with the ever-changing, devising, wishing mind, imagi
nation, or fancy, and the thinking, expecting, remembering faculty. 
No doubt a clearer definition could be made, but the traditional method 
of the Veddntic schools has based its classification on the five developed 
senses, and publicly ignores the septenary division, which alone can 
provide a truly scientific classification. But as the purpose of this 
present paper is not to criticize but to give some idea of the Garments 
of the Soul, we will proceed. The two Garments just referred to are 
called the Mind and Knowledge Sheaths (Mano-maya and Vi-jA&na- 
maya Koshas). And above them is that Lethean Vesture which, 
though it may prevent us from knowing our true Selves as long as we 
identify ourselves with our temporary Garments, is nevertheless a 
blessed Vesture of forgetfulness of the misery and shame of our past 
lives, when we once more don it and enter- into the much needed rest 
from our labours. This has thus been appropriately termed the 
Garment of Bliss (Ananda-maya Kosha).

But all our misery consists in our imagining ourselves apart from 
the S e l f .  And to destroy this misery we must begin by freeing our
selves from the illusion of mistaking these various garments for our 
real Selves. This must be done gradually, beginning with the lowest, 
the Food Garment.

1 I should, however, like  to  be Informed w hy the modern V ed in tic  classification om its the Anns- 
n u t tm a jt  Kosha, w hich, in the second A n u v lk a  o f  Taittir\yopanishadi is  given as entirely distinct 
from  either the Annam aya or Prinam aya K osha. The Sheath composed o f  the essence (raia) o f  food 
shonld correspond w ith the U n g a  Sharira o f  the Esoteric Philosophy.



The illusion I refer to is stated in such false ideas as:1 1 am a male; 
I am a female; I am born; I live; I grow; I change; I decay; I shall 
hereafter die: I am a child, a youth, an old man; I am a priest, a 
physician, a tradesman; a total abstainer, a drunkard.

Again the illusion of identifying oneself with the Life Garment 
is revealed by such thoughts as: I am hungry; I am thirsty; I am 
strong; I am brave; I am the talker, the walker, the giver; I am 
dumb, I am lame.

So again with the Mind Garment, by such conceptions a s: I am 
one that thinks, or fancies, or grieves, or am deluded; I am the hearer, 
toucher, the taster and he who smells; I am deaf, or blind.

And then with the Garment of Knowledge or Discrimination, by 
such thoughts as: I am intelligent; I am going to Heaven; I am a 
learned person; I am indifferent to sensual pleasures.

And so finally with the Garment of Bliss, by thinking: I am 
happy; I am content; I am ignorant or vicious; I am wise; I am an 
idiot.

The last example must be taken as the reflection of the character
istics of this Garment in the embodied state. When freed from the 
body, this Garment is freed from the idea of what we call the “ I.”

Again, the very same ideas, though with a different nomenclature, 
are to be found in the books of wisdom, of ancient Egypt. Let me 
select a few passages from the Divine Pymander of Hermes Trisme- 
gistus, which still retains some of the old ideas, no matter how garbled 
by translation, re-translation and mis-translation. In the Fourth 
Book, called “ The Key," we read:

46. But the Soul o f Man is carried in this manner: The Mind is in Reason, 
Reason in the Soul, The Soul in the Spirit, The Spirit in the Body.*

That is to say the Soul of Man, or the S ei« f, is clothed: first with 
the Blissful Garment of Mind; then with the Knowing Garment of 
Reason; then with the Garment of Fancy and the rest, called by 
Hermes the Soul; next with the Garment of Life or Spirit; and last of 
all by the Gross Body. For as Hermes says:

47. The Spirit [i.e., Life or Pr&na] being diffused and going through the veins, 
and arteries, and blood, both moveth the living creature, and after a certain manner 
beareth it.

48. Wherefore some also have thought the Soul to be blood, being deceived in 
Nature, not knowing that first the Spirit must return into the Soul, and then the 
blood is congealed, and the veins and arteries emptied, and then the living thing 
dieth: and this is the death o f the Body.

And further on he says, speaking of the change which takes place 

at death:

1 I have adapted the follow ing from the translation o f  t h e 11 M editations o f  V isu d eva ” — L c u f b s ,  
Septem ber, 189a, pp. *4 et seqg.

* Prom  Evermrd’s Translation, pp. *5 et seqq.



56. When the Soul [or Lower Mind] runs back into itself, the Spirit is con
tracted into the blood, and the Soul into the Spirit. But the Mind [Higher Mind] 
being made pure, and free from these clothings, and being Divine by Nature, 
taking a Fiery Body [or Vesture],1 rangeth abroad in every place, leaving the Soul 
to judgment and to the punishment it hath deserved.

This refers to the post mortem state of the cast-off lower Garments 
which endure for a time in a state which the Esoteric Philosophy calls 
K&ma Loka or the Place of Desire. Further on again Hermes speaks 
more distinctly of these Garments when he says:

59. The disposition o f these Clothings or Covers is done in an Earthly Body; 
for it is impossible that the Mind [the Higher] should establish or rest itself, naked, 
and o f itself in an Earthly Body; neither is the Earthly Body able to bear such 
immortality: and, therefore, that it might suffer so great virtue, the Mind com
pacted, as it were, and took to itself the passable Body of the Soul [Lower Mind] 
as a Covering or Clothing. And the Soul being also in some sort Divine, useth the 
Spirit [Prdna] as her Minister or Servant; and the Spirit governeth the living 
things [that is to say, the Body which is composed o f myriads o f "L ives’*].

60. When therefore the Mind is separated, and departeth from the Earthly 
Body, presently it puts on its Fiery Coat, which it could not do, having to dwell in 
an Earthly Body.

61. For the Earth cannot suffer Fire, for it is all burned of a small spark; 
therefore is the Water poured round about the Earth, as a wall or defence, to with
stand the flame of Fire. [That is to say, the Physical Body is first of all clad in an 
Astral Garment or Body.]

62. But the Mind being the most sharp or swift o f all the Divine Cogitations, 
and more swift than all the Elements, hath the Fire for its Body.

63. For the Mind, which is the Workman o f all, useth the Fire as his Instru
ment in his Workmanship; and he that is the Workman of all useth it to the 
making of all things, as it is used by Man to the making of Earthly things only. 
For the Mind that is upon Earth [the Lower Mind], void or naked of Fire, cannot 
do the business o f men, nor that which is otherwise the affairs o f God.

64. But the Soul o f Man [the Lower Manas, the Ray from the Higher Mind], 
and yet not every one, but that which is pious and religious, is Angelic and Divine. 
And such a Soul, after it is departed from the Body, having striven the strife of 
Piety, becomes either Mind or God.

65. And the strife of Piety is to know God [the Self], and to injure no Man; 
and this way it becomes Mind.

66. But the impious Soul abideth in its own offence, punished o f itself, and 
seeking an Earthly and Human Body to enter into.

67. For no other Body is capable of a Human Soul, neither is it lawful for a 
Man's Soul to fall into the Body of an unreasonable living thing: For it is the 
Law or Decree o f God to preserve a Human Soul from so great a contumely and 
reproach.

Here we have an unbroken ray of light shining out of the dark
ness from the Mysteries of Ancient Egypt. The Secret Teaching of 
the Temples differed entirely from the popular superstition; and 
though the populace were taught that they risked to be reincarnated

* Thi* w ill explain  the esoteric m eaning o f  the “  chariot o f  6re,”  in  w hich Elijah Is can ted to 
H eaven, and m uch else.



in the bodies of animals, in order that fear might generate virtue, the 
better instructed were taught the higher doctrine. The same obtains 
unconsciously in Christianity to-day. Hell for the ignorant, a more 
enlightened teaching for those who can understand.

H E  theory of Reincarnation is so reasonable an explanation of the
cause and method of the progress of the human race that it 

cannot fail to find itself gradually absorbed into the intellectual 
development of the world. But this theory has suffered so much 
from a want of a thorough comprehension of the real issues involved 
in its adoption by earlier races of mankind that it behoves us to be 
doubly careful to establish it on such a basis of reasoned science as 
shall minimize the results of that blind acceptance of it by the un
thinking masses which will follow on its adoption by the leaders of 
Western thought. One of these questions which requires such treat
ment is the following. W hy the devachanic interludes between recur
ring earth lives; why should not the Ego be reborn again on earth at

In searching for an answer to this question amongst the knowledge 
which modern science possesses of natural causes and effects we must 
bear in mind the fact that we are engaged in an enquiry into the very 
source of life and the cause of its manifestation. This being the case 
we must cast about for some first cause which shall lie behind even life 
itself, and I think this is to be found in Motion. Now Motion when 
manifesting natural law is always the result of change in the condition 
of existence of a molecule of matter. In like manner Primordial 
Motion must be the result of change in primordial substance. Again 
Motion, because productive of a heterogeneous Universe, predicates 
change in its existence from a previous state of homogeneous unity. 
In other words, we know that because the Universe is in continuous 
movement it must have previously changed from a state of rest; and 
because this motion brings into existence out of quiescence all the 
countless atoms, molecules, worlds, solar systems, etc., we must infer 
that the previous state of homogeneousness represented a complex 
unity of balanced equilibrium. Here, then, we have our first and most 
important discovery, namely, that motion in its abstract primordial 
self is nothing else than the disturbance of a balanced state of equili

G. R. S. M e a d .

(To be concluded.)

m *  b a l a n c e  o f  ^ C if t
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brium. Let us pause to thoroughly define what it is we mean by 
Primordial Motion. It is not force, because force has a definite relation 
to a relative cause; it is not life, because we attribute this only to 
organic matter, and therefore deny its activity in inorganic substance; 
it is not energy, because energy is unintelligent activity manifesting on 
the material plane the intelligence which animates the world. But it 
is all these as the common store of activity which flows from the dis
turbed equilibrium of the Universe. No force, no energy, no life can 
manifest itself, without, at the same time, manifesting the inherent 
character of Motion; and what this character is we must now endeavour 
to discover. From a contemplation of the laws of equilibrium as dis
closed by modern science, we find that when the disturbance of a 
balance leads to continuous motion, this latter is the practical en
deavour of the balance to readjust its equilibrium. The form this 
endeavour takes is movement in oscillations. Here then we have 
divulged the innate character of our Primordial Motion. As the dis
turbance of an equilibrious universe it is the manifest endeavour of it 
to bring itself to rest by oscillation. Thus, to the presence of Motion 
in natural forces and in physical life is due the innate tendency which 
all display to vibrate, to oscillate as rhythmic repetitions. Though 
derived from the Manvantaric flood of energy which sweeps between 
two universal Pralayas, yet it is repeated in everything, and we find it 
in the vibration of the atom as well as in the working of a solar system. 
And here we are confronted with the question: Does this innate quality 
of Motion " to bring itself to rest ” conflict with the first law of Motion 
enunciated by Newton? Though at first sight it may appear to do so, 
yet most assuredly this is not really the case. Let us associate together 
the first and third law of Motion, and we shall get both an explanation 
and a corroboration.

An explanation, because in the first law we have a statement con
cerning the manvantaric and continuous sweep of Motion from one 
homogeneous pole to another, awakening en passant passive perfection 
to a comparative eternity of unbalanced existence; a corroboration, 
because in the third law, by which action always generates opposite 
and equal reaction, we have an illustration of the inner nature of 
motion as the effort at readjustment of the disturbed balance of the 
Universe. Put into an Eastern dress these two laws are synthesized 
as the Great Breath.

We may now arrive at a definite conclusion, drawn from the innate 
character of Motion, the source of natural forces and organic life, and 
we may assert that wherever there is a centre of disturbance in the 
Cosmos it must be actuated by an endeavour to bring itself to rest by 
oscillation. This endeavour takes the form of vortices or large centres 
in the Cosmos, spiral progress in relation to the human race, and, as 
we shall now see, alternate earthly lives and lives of devachanic bliss



for individual man. Having learnt the nature of that basic power 
which manifests existence to be Motion, having defined its innate 
characteristic, let us now; investigate its action on the incarnation of 
the human Soul. In the first place we find this Motion as the com- 
pelling power of life; it proceeds from the M&nasic Entity and results 
in the birth of a human being. Here, then, the Ego is a centre of dis
turbance in the Cosmos, and must be, therefore, the centre of a balance 
oscillating to its final adjustment in the repose of perfect equilibrium. 
Existence is a twofold equation, being both Subjective and Objective; 
therefore a human life, animated by Motion, must oscillate between the 
two factors of the above equation. It has been shown and proved that 
Spirit and Matter represent for man this dual aspect of existence; 
therefore the human balance swings in alternate oscillations from one 
to the other, endeavouring the while to bring itself to perfect rest.

The long successive sweeps outward and inward which, as birth 
and rebirth, continue during the progress of a Manvantara, give us the 
evolving change the Monad makes in passing from the homogeneous
ness of one Pralaya to reabsorption in another. Indeed we have here 
an epitome of the Primordial Disturbance in, the Cosmos. The homo
geneous Atman manifesting its complex unity as Manas (the human 
mind), is carried by motion through ages of ill-balanced lives back to 
eventual equilibrium. Then Manas sinks once more into the Perfection 
of AtmA-Buddhi. The process of one life-oscillation may be described 
as follows. Birth upon earth is the result of motion, by which the Ego 
is impelled towards the material pole. We trace in the growth of the 
body from childhood on to maturity or middle age the effect of Pri
mordial Motion, forcing the balance of Life to swing into objective 
existence. Then the beam turns, and with its backward fall old age 
creeps on us until Death is reached. Here at the neutral point the 
Consciousness of Earth Life and Atmd-Buddhi blend, the future and 
the past stand face to face. Then, in obedience to the ceaseless impulse 
of primordial oscillation life passes onward into spiritual realms. The 
energy of displacement carries it onward to a corresponding pitch of 
spiritual life, whence the inevitable backward sweep brings it once 
more to the neutral point, where it enters that mysterious Hall of 
Judgment, or centre of oscillation, where the past and future balance 
themselves up. Here shines the light of Atmfi-Buddhi, and here come 
the shades of earth wrapt in the gloom of Death, travellers bound for 
the Spirit World; and entering from the other side come those still 
radiant with the dying splendours of a devachanic life, who flash once 
more into a sudden blaze of glory under the pure ray of impersonal 
perfection. These, carried onward, filled with the sorrow of momentary 
prevision, pass outward into the earth with all its load of sorrow and 
its incessant toil.

To return now to the consideration of the scales of Life, we see



that tlie earlier oscillations must, by their very nature, be of greater 
amplitude than later on in the history of the world’s progress. In 
other words, the distance between the two poles gives us a violent con- 
trast between the personal career of man on earth and his post mortem 
existence in Devachan. With the advance of evolution, and supposing 
no disturbing influence to be at work to hinder the normal progress of 
readjustment in the broken balance, these oscillations would, so to 
speak, become smaller, and the two poles would approach one another 
until, in the far distant future, they are merged into one. This would 
be the natural course of events, judged by the action of natural law, 
on an oscillating balance, but the question is greatly complicated by 
the existence in the Ego of free will, which by its various actions on 
earth will modify the oscillations of the Life Swing. In this enquiry, 
however, we must, in order to understand the general principle, neglect 
this factor of the human will, and look at the question as simply the 
mechanical exhibition of a definite amount of conscious energy kept 
in activity by Primordial Motion.

Having now stated the cause which must infallibly introduce 
devachanic interludes between alternate incarnations, I have, in so 
doing, raised a new difficulty which must be faced. Put plainly it is 
this. If  earth life and spiritual post mortem existence are opposite 
and equal, how comes it that the duration of the former lasts about 
eighty years, and that of the latter lasts for a far longer period ? If both 
are animated by equal energies as shown above, ought they not to be 
measured by equal lengths of time? If we enquire into the work 
which the energy of life has to perform in both these cases, we shall 
get our answer. Thus, if we imagine a unit quantity of conscious life 
impelled by Motion to manifest first physically and then spiritually, we 
have the following facts before us for consideration. Carried along by 
Motion in what we may call the outward oscillation towards the 
material pole, this unit of conscious life must vitalize both the spiritual 
man and the physical body. The physiological work thus accomplished 
is entirely absent in the post mortem state where man lives deprived 
of his earthly body. The difference between the duration of life on 
earth and life in Devachan gives us the resistance to be overcome by 
Life’s energy in its endeavour to evolve and manifest the complex 
structure of the human frame. Both halves of our oscillation become 
therefore ration to one another of Intensity measured by our percep
tions in units of Time. Now, in the earliest stage of quasi-immaterial 
earth life, the intensity of the ante and post mortem existence must be 
nearly equal. As the oscillations of Life’s balance lessen, conscious 
energy of Motion becomes more and more concentrated round its 
centre or the human Soul, and as this takes place together with the 
lessening of the oscillating sweep of Primordial Motion in the Cosmos, 
both the earth and the human body become more dense, and the



intensity of earth life increases with a corresponding diminution in 
the length of its duration. This deduction from the natural behaviour 
of Motion in Life’s activity will, I think, find much corroboration in 
the observed facts of natural history. It is evident that the tendency 
of human evolution is to annihilate Time by Intensity, and so bring 
man in the far future to such a pitch of conscious activity that the 
material resistance of physical matter is practically destroyed, and the 
intensity of one half of the balance united to its opposite in the other 
half; Death becomes obliterated in the perfection of absolute Life, and 
Motion is lost in its own harmony.

T. W il u a m s ,  F.T.S.

*
<S t o t t c h a k r a ,

OR, T H E  SIX  PLE X U SE S IN  T H E  H U M AN  BODY.

W H A T  a wonderful musical instrument is this human body— the 
iEolian harp that emits wonderful sounds, produces wonderful 

light, heat, and electricity, and shows wonderful colours in all their 
shades. The spinal cord, with the three strings of Idd, Pingald and 
Sushumna, forms the most mysterious, and, at the same time, most 
wonderful and noble of all musical instruments; its power is unlimited, 
capacity unknown, and harmony beyond conception. In the Bhagavad 
Gita, it is mentioned that the ishvara,1 playing on the instrument of the 
human body, makes the Jivas* revolve round the wheel of Illusion,* 
while he himself sits in their heart.

As one string in a harp is played upon, and the rest are made to 
echo its reverberations, so also in the human body the SushumnS alone 
is acted upon, and the other two side-nerves, Idft and Pingald, resound 
the echo of Sushumn& aud produce a harmonious concert of sounds, 
volumes of harmonious colours, and. lastly, the supreme light that has 
for its basis the subtle electric vibrations of the great Chaitanyic 
Power.4

In the human body, the Id&, PingalS and Sushumnfi. meet in six 
different places; each place of meeting or joining forms a centre of the 
nervous system. Each of these centres is round in form like a wheel, 
therefore in the Eastern philosophy they are called M&y& Chakras, or

1 T h e L ogos.— E m *
* Souls.— 8 m .
* M iy i ,  or M agic Power.— E d s.
* C haitanya is  the Ocean o f  Spiritual Consciousness.— E d s .



Wheels of Illusion; they are also called Kamalas, or Lotuses, with four 
petals, six petals, etc., which means that as many currents of the great 
Chaitanyic Power, or Consciousness, are thrown from them into the 
nervous channels that have their connection with that particular 
centre. Evety centre twinkles with the vibrations of the great stream 
current which the Sushumnfi receives from the Akfisha at its root in 
the Brahma-randhra, or the cavity of the Great Universal Force.

It is said that the form of these plexuses is round. Roundness is 
the rule of nature; all the three kingdoms of nature are round; the 
human body from its fingers to every hair of its head, including limbs 
and the trunk, is round; so also are the animals and the different parts 
of their body. The trees themselves, with their branches, are all round. 
The sun, the moon, the planets, the stars, the orbit in which these 
revolve, are all round. Nay, the whole Universe, from the lowest atom 
up to the highest planet, is round. Everywhere there is nothing but 
roundness in nature. It is no wonder then that the plexuses in the 
human body should also be round.

Those who have seen a steam factory know how a large wheel 
revolves by the force of steam; and there are smaller wheels that are 
connected with this large wheel either by means of leather or rubber 
straps; that the motion of this large wheel is communicated to the 
smaller wheels by means of the connecting straps, and different uses 
are made of each of these smaller wheels as it suits the purpose of the 
factory. Even such is the case with the wheels in the human body. 
The smaller Mfiyfi Chakras, having connection with the great Mfiyfi 
Chakra that is made to revolve by the Force of the Great Energy, receive 
currents from it by means of Sushumnfi, and perform their respective 
parts in making the human organism function. The seat of this Great 
Mfiyfi Chakra is in the heart, where the Gita, says the Bhagavfin sits. 
Those who are able to know the exact position of this great wheel—  
where it is located and how it acts— and see its working by means of 
concentration and Samfidhi, can bring it under their subjugation, and 
use it as a means of arriving at those centres of the nervous system 
where the Chaitanyic Light dwells and imparts inconceivable delight 
to the fortunate observer.

As the ideation, the model of a tree exists in the substance that 
pervades in the seed, so the ideation of the whole universe is impressed 
in the grey substance that exists in Sushumnfi. Hence our knowledge 
of all the external universe; as its ideation is already implanted in our 
system. Here lies the secret why man is called the “ Microcosm,”-and 
why “ we can know nothing of the external world except through 
ideas.” For how this knowledge is conveyed into our mind and the 
brain, I refer the reader to the Seven Principles of Man, by Mrs. Annie 

Besant.
If any follower of Huxley, Tyndall, or Herbert Spencer requires



material evidence of these plexuses and the forces that operate in 
them, the fact of universal ideation in the substance that pervades the 
different centres of our nervous system, and the links that connect 
the one with the other, I would simply ask him to prove by simitar 
evidence the existence of molecules, protoplasm, and of the atoms that 
form the whole foundation of his materialistic school of philosophy. 
Everyone has a mind, but no one sees it, the result of its functions only 
are known— but this is no material evidence of the existence of mind. 
If a man wants to satisfy himself with direct evidence, let him adopt 
proper means to attain the proper ends.

The human body is divided into three parts, namely, Svarga, 
' Marty a, and P&t&la, i.e., the heaven or upper region, the world or the 

middle region, and the nether or the lower region. The head is the 
Svarga, the trunk the Martya, and the lower body is the P&tdla. The  
seven P&t&las are located in seven different parts of the lower body 
(for details, see Uttara Gita)} The middle region, or the trunk, has 
the shadow of the aspect of that reality, the counterpart of which 
exists in the head or upper region. It is just as in a looking-glass 
where there is a shadow of the reality and there is a shadow of that 
shadow. So also, all that exists in the head also exists in the body in 
the shape of shadow-counterparts. This will explain the reason why 
Hatha Yoga is not courted by those who follow the system of R&ja 
Yoga.

The above is the rough order of division of the human system; a 
more detailed order of division will be found according to the different 
positions of the six plexuses that exist in the human body. The  
seventh is not counted as a plexus, as it is actually not in the body, 
although in the order of numeration it is counted thus, like the seventh 
principle of man in the Key to Theosophy.

There is a correspondence between these seven plexuses in the 
human body and the seven key notes and Rigas,1 or primary tones of 
musical science, the corresponding seven prismatic colours, the seven 
Mahd Tattvas, the seven principles of man, the seven planets, the seven 
metals, the seven organs (five are only known), and the object of their 
perception, the seven Lokas Of spheres of consciousness, the seven 
presiding goddesses or the spiritual forces, all the alphabets of Sanskrit 
language, the four different sounds or languages, viz., Parft, Pashyantl, 
Madhyamft, and Vaikhari— the spiritual, the psychic, the astral, and the 
physical languages— t̂he twelve sighs of the Zodiac, the seven days of 
the week, the ten airs, and lastly the ten corresponding principal N&dis.

l  Translated in  the last two num bers of L u c in iL
i  R ig a  is  a m usical mode. S ix  prim ary modes or orders of sounds are enumerated. These six  

R ig a* or modes are supposed to have been o rig inally connected w ith the six  R itus or seasons, each 
mode, like  the several seasons, moving some R ig a  or affection of the m ind; they are personified, and 
each of the s ix  is  wedded to five consorts, called R ig in ts, and is  the father of eight son s; sometimes 
s ix  R ig in ts are assigned to each R ig a  (W illiam s* Sansk. Diet.).—Ana.



Some of these are shown under their corresponding Chakras as 
they respectively come in, but there are blinds in the correspondences* 
especially in the metals, colours, and the signs of the Zodiac. Those 
who are students of Esotericism, however, will be able to see at once 
where the blinds lie.

It may be asked how the four languages and the twelve signs of 
the Zodiac fit in when the plexuses are only seven in number. In the 
case of the former it must be borne in mind that Nftda, Vindu, and 
Kala must have their respective places in the category of the seven; 
and, besides, as above so below, counting from the top (Sahasr&ra) or 
the bottom (Mfil&dhfira), which have direct connection with the upper 
triad, the numbers become the same, inasmuch as one is the mere 
aspect of the other. As to the twelve signs of the Zodiac, it is also to 
be remembered that two out of the twelve are blinds, and the remaining; 
ten are in duads, i.e., one male and the other female. There are, in 
tact, four fixed signs, viz., Vrisha (Taurus), Sinha (Leo), Vrishchika 
(Scorpio), and Kumbha (Aquarius), these are the signs of Earth, Fire, 
Water, and Air, corresponding to the Physical Body, Spirit, Animal 
Soul, and Mind of the human principles, Life, Linga Sharira, and 
Kdma being the products or dual aspects of Air, Physical Body, and 
Animal Soul.

The reader will be interested to know that Pingalfi has Shiva for 
its presiding Devatfi; its quality heat; the sun influences it for about 
one and a half hours; day is its time for expression; its governing 
planets are the Sun, Mars, and Saturn, its friends are Air and Fire; it 

-counts odd numbers and hours, as one, three, five, etc. It presides over 
Mesha (Aries), Karkata (Cancer), Tulfi (Libra), and Makara (Capri
cornus). This is Shiva Nidi, i.e., male. '

Id£ has for its presiding Devatft Brahmft; its quality cold; the
• moon influences it for about the same time as the sun influences Pin- 
gal&; night is the time for its expression; the planets Moon (the moon 
is no planet now), Mercury and Jupiter govern it; it influences the 
South and the West, front, left, and above; while the Pingald governs 
the East, the North, the back and below. Its (Id&’s) friends are Water, 
Earth, and Akfisha; it counts even hours and numbers as two, four, 
six, etc.; it presides over the signs Sinha (Leo), Vrischika (Scorpio), 
Kumbha (Aquarius), Mithuna (Gemini), and Kanyfi (Virgo). This is  
Shakti N&di, i.e., female.

Vishnu is the presiding God of Sushumnfi, it governs only the  
signs Dhanu (Sagittarius), and Mina (Pisces).1

These seven Chakras are the principal centres of motion, and are 
most useful for the knowledge of Occultists.

l  F or further details about the sign s o f  the Zodiac as corresponding with the different C hakras o f  
the hum an organism , see pages 48 and 7s o f  Nature's Finer Forces, by Pandit Ram a Prasad, tlae 
President o f  the M eerut Theosophical Branch.



S h l o k a s .

1. A  description preliminary to the mention of the six plexuses 
that rise one above the other in gradual succession, generating within 
them the current of perpetual bliss, is to be mentioned below according 
to the various Tantras.1

2. There exists outside the . . .  on the left, a Nddi called IdS; 
it is called the Moon-Nddi, as it has connection with that luminary and 
shines like it. On the right side of the . . . lies the Pingald, it shines 
like the sun and is called the Sun-Nfidi. Between these two lies the 
Sushumnd, it is resplendent like the sun, moon, and fire, and possesses 
the three attributes of Sattva, Rajas, and Tamas. The mouth of this 
Sushumnfi opens out like a Dhustura {Datura Stramonium or Thorn- 
apple) flower near the Mulddhdra plexus, and it (Sushumnd) spreads 
right up to the head. It is within the cavity of this Sushumnd that 
lies the N idi called Vajrd,* it is also called Jfldna Nddi, this Nddi 
stretches from below right up to the head, and from its middle rises 
constant volumes of light like the flame of a lamp.

3. Like the most delicate thread of a spider's web, connected with 
the most mysterious Pranava (word) AUM  {i.e., covering within its 
sphere the three states, the first, the middle, and the last, of the mani
festation), and cognizable only to Yogis by the process of meditation, 
the Nfidi Chitrini* exists at that spot of VajrS, where it constantly 
twinkles like a lamp-flame. This Nddi (Chitrini) penetrates through 
the centres of the six plexuses that are located in the Sushumnd; 
within this N&di, and from the Mul&dh&ra plexus below right up to 
Sahasrdra at the extreme top of the head, stretches forth a N&di called 
Brahma-N&di. No sooner is the mind fixed on this N&di than the 
Sushumnd commences vibrating and shakes the whole body.

4. The aforesaid Brahma-N&di is refulgent like a circle of lightning, 
it  is expressive like the finest sacrificial-thread decorating the heart of 
a Muni (an occultist sage), and it possesses the elements of all-purity, 
all-knowledge, and all-bliss. Where, from the mouth of this Brahma- 
N&di, flows constantly the stream of celestial nectar, there exists a 
pleasant spot: this fair spot forms the junction place of the two brains 
— and is also called the root of Sushumnd.

T h e  F i r s t  P l e x u s .

5. The Mfil&dh&ra lotus is situated in Sushumnd, down below. It 
is termed Mulddhdra, because it forms the receptacle of the Kundalini 
fire. This Lotus has four petals and a downward mouth. It corres
ponds with Bhur Loka, is of a golden colour, and its corresponding 
Mahdtattva is Prithivi (earth). Its corresponding organ of sense is 
the nose, and object of perception— smell.

1 B ooks treatin g o f  m agic, practical Y o ga, etc.— BDa, 
t  T he weapon o f  In d ra ; also diam ond.— Em .
• Variegated.— Boa, ’



6. In the aforesaid Lotus of four petals from which eight electric 
rays of yellow colour with soft effulgence shoot forth like so many 
arrows in the form of a square, the Vishva-Vija, or the seed of the 
Universe rests [meaning, that the body-producing power (Shakti) 
exists in this square-shaped Prithivi-Chakra in Mul&dh&ra Lotus],

7. The Vishva-Vija that dwells in the midst of this square-shaped 
Prithivi-Chakra is adorned With various ornaments, has four hands, 
and is powerful like the Air&vata-riding Indra. In the lap of this 
universal seed sits a child— the Creator of the worlds— whose colour is 
resplendent like that of the first-born sun, and in whose four hands 
and on whose beautiful lotus-like mouth, the four Vedas rest with 
unparalleled splendour.

[The child-creator evidently means the generating or generative 
electric fire that gives birth to objective existence: it is the dynamic 
force of objectivity, it is both wise and powerful like Indra riding on 
Airdvata. Air&vata— the white elephant of Indra, is the symbol of 
great wisdom, and Indra himself wields the Vajrft— the thunder— which 
is the symbol of great power. The four Vedas themselves are also the 
symbols of great power and wisdom. The colour of the rising sun is 
not red, but known as Brahma-Mfirti.]

In the above mentioned Prithivi-Chakra with four corners, there 
dwells a Shakti (Goddess) by the name of D&kini; she is endowed with 
four hands that are constantly in motion, her eyes are red, and she has 
the lustre and brilliancy of many powerful suns at the midday; but she 
is always accessible to the pure-minded Yogis.

[The reader will note that the different Shaktis or powers in the 
body are described as Goddesses, and they are named as D&kini, 
H&kini, etc., according to their occult bearing.]

9. A t the mouth of the Nidi Vajrt and in the triangular symbol 
known as Karnikd, there exists the sphere of K&ma (desire). It is here 
that the three-mansiohed Goddess (i.e., with three qualities, Sattva, 
Rajas and Tam as) dwells with extreme delicacy and refulgent like the 
lightning blade. The V&yu Kandarpa1 (M&ra) sits here constantly. 
It is the originator and friend of the Jiva and manifests itself With the 
splendour of ten millions of suns.'

10. In the above-mentioned Trikona Yantra, dwells a Mah&deva, 
its position is towards the West, it has a colour like that of melted pure 
gold; red like the new-born, leaf of.a tree, and bright yet cool as the 
smiling ray of the autumnal noon, it is expressive of knowledge and 
meditation. It is always fond of residing in Kdshi (knowledge); 
always full of . bliss, it rests like the concave shore of a river. :

11. On the top of this Shiva . . . .  and like.the fine thread 
of the lotus-stalk, there dwells the Mahft MSyS (the Great' Illusion)



that keeps in ignorance the whole world. It is this Mahfi M&y& that 
covers up the passage at her will of the Brahma-N&di, whence the 
celestial stream of nectar flows, and drinks it herself. She circles 
round the Shiva at the head like the smiling wreath of lightning in 
the bosom of the dark cloud, and the sleeping serpents with three and 
a half coils decorating the head of the Mah&deva with pendent tails.

12. This Mahfi Mfiyfi— the great Kundalini Shakti— that is so 
powerful and refulgent in splendour dwells in the cavity of the M&1&- 
dh&ra Lotus, and imparts, in tone as sweet as that of the gleeful bees, 
the delicate knowledge of the distinguishing rule and characteristics of 

■composing metre and verses. She also keeps the Jivas alive by regu
lating for them the law of inspiration and respiration.

13. The very subtle ray that pervades the Kundalini Shakti like a 
blade of lightning, displays the substance of the whole universe as it 
were in a kettle. This Chaitanyic Shakti becomes the principal cause 
of the knowledge of Tattvas for the Yogis.

14. He that meditates upon this Goddess that dwells in the four- 
cornered Prithivi-Chakra in the middle of the Mulfidhfira Lotus and 
shines like the ten millions of suns, becomes wise as Jupiter, endowed 
with all-knowledge without effort, and a possessor of wealth like an 
Emperor without struggles. He overrides all diseases and is able to 
please the most learned of all by the power of his speech and sweetness 
of his poetical composition.

End of the First Plexus.
Ludhi&na. Rai B. K. L a h b r i .

J l g t i p p a  a n il  t h e  S S a n i e c i n g  J je to .

[The following curious and interesting story is related in the Chronicles o f Carta* 
pkilus, the Wandering Jew, published in the year 1851. The date o f this interview 
is not given, but, as Agrippa died in 1539, it must have been before that time.]

IM A G IN E  the famed necromancer, Cornelius Agrippa, buried in the 
abyss of thought— surrounded by divers crucibles and alembics, 

with skeletons of various animals that garnished his walls. Upon his 
table lay some ponderous and worm-eaten folios in confusion, many 
strange mixtures of metals placed in acrid fluids, numerous amalgams 
upon his right and left, also the elixirs, the salts, and the sulphurs, 
the ammonias, and divers other ingredients of his potential and secret 
art! A  shelf nigh at hand was burthened with many small vessels, 
the curious contents of which the shining labels told, such as Mandi- 
bularunt liquor, or oil of jawbones, Afandtlla, or the seed of black 
hellebore, Tassa, or the herb of Trinity, and many others.

The shades of night wqre gathering over Florence, and the lovely



valley of the Arno had yet some feeble glimmerings of twilight reposing 
upon its green bosom, as if reluctant to part with so much beauty, or to 
cloud its charms by night’s darker mantle. Suddenly Agrippa heard a 
low, quick rap at his door; a tall figure entered, with much courtesy in 
his demeanour, nobly formed, mysterious and awful 'in his carriage, 
and whose age could ill be divined, as both youth and age were so 
strangely blended as were never before seen in any mortal countenance! 
No furrow was upon his cheek nor wrinkle on his brow; his dark eye 
flashed with the brilliancy of early manhood and yet with all the intel
lectuality of long experienced age. But his stately figure seemed to 
have the weight of some years, and his hair streamed upon his shoulders 
in ample locks of fleecy white, blended with some of nearly jet black. 
His voice, though he had uttered only a sentence, was tremulous, but 
melodious, soul-searching, and enunciative of the sobriety of wisdom. 
A  silken abnet, inscribed with divers oriental characters, encompassed 
his waist in many ample and graceful folds; in his hand he held a 
palmer’s staff; upon his feet were gorgeous sandals faded and worn; on 
his shoulders was a purple ephod, of rare and exquisite workmanship, 
likewise the worse for time and wear, and upon the lappets of which, in 
front, were the Hebrew letters— Thauf, Resh, Yod M\&Aleph; and on that 
behind, suspended two cubits in length, was seen, embroidered in gold, 
a triangle, beneath that a single eye, the centre or pupil of which was 
formed of an inestimable sapphire, the lashes of thin dazzling rubies, 
and, over the upper lid of the eye was inscribed the letter Beth. The 
eye of the stranger was quick in resting a moment upon a graceful, but 
most intensely black dog, whose small and piercing eye shot forth the 
intelligence more of man than beast, and whose general expression 
seemed to amble on the very borders of humanity. Time and circum
stances, at that instant, permitted to the stranger no closer scrutiny of 
the remarkable animal; but thought is speedier than action, and he 
could not shut out a rush of ideas, inspired in him by that much-famed 
and devoted attendant upon the great philosopher— for the Jew had 
heard of what the crude people so stubbornly insisted, that this jet 
black dog was naught but the very demon wherewith Agrippa wrought 
his marvellous deeds in the magic art. Still the Jew spoke no further 
words than at his first entrance, but gazed upon Monsieur (for so 
Agrippa had named his dog) then reposing at his master’s feet amid 
many ponderous volumes and opened manuscripts on the floor around 
him. As the stranger entered, and uttered a few words of civility, 
there was an eye of the dog keenly intent upon him, and the other 
upon Agrippa, seemingly to enquire of his lord whether he should give 
to the Jew a kindly welcome. A  morsel was instantly cast to the noble 
beast (his well known signal of hospitality) and quickly the philosopher 
and his dog were on their feet to welcome the approaching guest.

Agrippa gazed involuntarily, for a moment, in silence and wonder



mixed with awe, upon the high intelligence of the stranger, whose eye  
shone with unnatural lustre in the evening dawn, but whose coun
tenance was pleasing to behold, and powerfully awakening— there 
being deep-laid sorrow, wisdom, and resignation, that seemed to reveal 
a tale of long accustomed misery, entirely softened by the supremacy 
of mind.

“ Pardon me, O Agrippa! this untimely intrusion, so unbidden, 
upon thy privacy,” at length said the Jew. “ Thy vast fame has reached 
unto the world’s limits; and I could not leave this fair city without 
communing with thee, its brightest ornament— so loved by some and so 
dreaded by others! ”

“ Thrice welcome art thou, O stranger,” said Agrippa, “ but thy 
curiosity in thus seeking me, I fear, will be ill requited; for fame is 
often mendacious, whether to praise or to censure, and to Agrippa it 
hath been both. My many years have been more devoted to profitless 
and vain pursuits than in gain of enduring honour and of real wealth. 
It is not all regulus that hath remained at the bottom of my crucible,
O stranger! ”

“ Dost thou talk of many and tedious years, O learned and renowned 
Agrippa!” exclaimed the unknown one, “ dost thou, who hast scarcely 
seen more than threescore years talk of lengthened life, spent in much 
thought and vexation ? I do remember me that, when quite a youth,
O Agrippa! I used to gaze upon the bright orb of day as he declined, 
and thought with delight of his speedy renovation in the far East, after 
he had quenched his rays in the boundless waters, and then foolishly 
coveted that my life should be like unto his— and be for ever; but, my 
Agrippa, a young head can wish for more than old shoulders can endure, 
and long experience has taught me that far better is it to slumber 
among those tombs on the Arno’s banks, than, like the sun, to rise into 
renovated life, and thus for ages to pursue the same dull and toilsome 
existence. But the destiny of that sun is mine! ”

Agrippa shrank within himself as the thought flitted through his 
mind that a dangerous madman was possibly before him. But the 
stranger mildly continued: “ I fear I trouble thee with my visit and 
my unwonted speech, that had been too much of my poor self.”

“ Thou, indeed, hath wondered me much, good stranger,” rejoined 
Agrippa.

“ Not so much, O Agrippa, as thou makest me wonder, if report 
doth not belie thee, and if thou wilt grant my request. I would have 
thee tell me of that M a r v e l l o u s  M i r r o r  which thy potent art of 
magic hath enabled thee to make, the renown of which hath brought 
even me, Cartaphilus (for that is the name I bear), within thy door, 
seeking after such strange knowledge. Tell me, I pray thee, is it 
indeed true that whosoever looketh into that mirror, with faith, doth 
see within the far-distant and the long dead? If so it be, then much



doth Cartaphilus desire to look into that truthful mirror, since his 
eyes are wholly closed upon such far-distant scenes, upon the long 
dead, upon those who departed hence centuries ago. Yea, Agrippa, all 
life is but as a vale of tears. Myriads of myriads easily die— and when 
and as they would not; but Cartaphilus follows not; rivers do change 
their course, the solid rocks do disintegrate, the mountains repose, at 
length, upon the bosom of the valley, the proud mausoleums resist the 
elements only for a time, and even the solidest of them do fade away 
at last. Not so with me! Oh, give me, therefore, I pray thee, but one 
look into thy much-famed mirror, so that my earliest life— the one of 
my real youth— may again be seen by me.”

Agrippa was greatly moved, but at length replied, "Whom wouldst 
thou see, O wonderful man?”

“ Son or daughter never had I at that time,” answered the Jew, 
“ but e a r n e s t l y  do I crave to see Rebecca, only daughter of Rabbi Eben 
Ezra— a princess of every virtue, and the most beloved of all Jewish or 
other maidens. I would behold her as she was in youth, before Shiloh 
was fully revealed; as she was when with her I wandered, as Carta
philus, son of Mariamne, upon the flowery banks of Kedron, in her 
father’s garden; or as we rambled in joyous carelessness, and with the 
boundless innocence of earliest mutual love, upon the heights of 
Ramoth-Gilead.”

Agrippa trembled as the aspen. “ Who and what art thou? and 
whether of Gehenna, or of Paradise, I wot not; but thy petition shall 
be essayed, come what may from the nether world,” exclaimed Agrippa, 
with tremulous lips. Whereupon he incontinently chanted much 
strange language, and then he polished his mirror with the softest 
furs, next divers thin veils of shining gossamer were suspended before 
that metallic mirror, and many lights of various colours were seen 
streaming in from all directions. Agrippa then suddenly arose, raised 
his arms a l o f t  towards Heaven, and anon depressed them towards 
Gehenna; when, lol quick as a meteor bursts, a mass of dazzling white 
light shone around, and the mirror sparkled as the meridian sun.

“ Thou art seemingly of but few years compared with what thou 
sayest,” cried Agrippa, “ and the mirror cannot be faithful, unless my 
wand shall wave once for every ten years since the maiden lived. Pro
ceed now, O strange man! to number these tens since last she breathed, 
or, if thou listest, since the early youth of which thou speakest, and be 
thou most faithful not to deceive me.”

As bidden, anxious and soul-wrapped, he numbered 149 times I 
Agrippa gazed in maddening terror, and at length sank with exhaustion 
upon his couch. “ Wave on, wave on!” sternly yet imploringly ex
claimed the Jew ; the wand soon continued to move, and but twice more 
— noting thereby just 1510 years in all— when, lo! the mirror’s surface 
was filled with numerous forms, reflected from its shining disk, seem



ingly as large as life, upon the gossamer that encompassed the mirror. 
All those forms were in the habiliments of ancient Palestine— each 
engaged appropriately in rural sports and actions. Upon this sweet 
scene the Jew gazed in wild rapture, as if his eyes would devour what 
his arms could not embrace. In the distance were lofty mountains, 
aspiring to reach the clouds, and hard by was descried Ramoth-Gilead, 
an ancient City of Refuge. In the foreground was a luxuriant valley, 
garnished with various goodly flowers, and refreshed by a limpid stream, 
gushing through wide crevices of rocks, and anon gently laving the 
banks, upon which were seen, indolently reposing, many fleecy sheep, 
a tamed gazelle, and numerous domestic animals, the cherished pets of  
a female of matchless beauty, who then was sheltered from the noon
tide sun by lofty cedars, grouped there by nature's tasteful hand. 
“ ’Tis she! 'tisshe!" cried the enraptured Cartaphilus, “ yea, Rebecca 
as she was in the days of the then Holy Temple; a work of human art 
the greatest and loveliest, as was she the perfectest of nature's gifts. I  
must, I will speak!”

Cartaphilus spoke to her, and lo! instantly thereon the charm was 
dissolved; a cloud gathered over the mirror, the dazzling light had 
wholly vanished, and the mysterious Jew sank, as one senseless, upon 
the couch. Reviving after a time, he seized the hands of Agrippa, and 
said, “ Oh, many and boundless thanks unto thee, learned Agrippa, thou 
prince of all the magicians! I pray thee receive this purse of costly 
jewels. In it thou wilt find more of value than in any other within my 
abnet, and worthily do I bestow it on thee.”

“ No, no!” exclaimed Cornelius Agrippa, “ keep thy jewels, of 
whatever worth, I will none of them— no Christian perhaps dare receive 
them; but tell me, I do implore thee, who thou art? such a recompense 
I may take of thee, but not thy jewelled purse, there seemeth danger 
in it.”

“ No peril to thee is either in my will or in my power, most worthy 
Cornelius Agrippa,” replied the Jew. “ My name thou already hast; 
but that reveals me not unto thee, as it seemeth. But now behold, I  
pray thee, that exquisite painting suspended on thy wall, upon the left, 
doth it not represent the Saviour bearing His cross? and look further 
upon thy right, yea, at that portrait, and then upon me.”

Agrippa was lost in wonder, for the likeness was indeed perfect. 
“ That portrait, O mysterious man,” said Agrippa, “ is the faithful 

representation of that wretched infidel Jew, who smote the Saviour, 
and urged Him on when groaning under the weight of His cross.” 

“ ’Tis I, ’tis C a r t a p h i l u s ,  the miserable wanderer now before 
thee!” exclaimed the Jew, and instantly rushed from the chamber. 

Agrippa retired to his couch, but not to sleep.
Such in substance is the wonderful revelation said to have been 

made at that period by the Wandering Jew.



J R i n i ) ,  <U u r a g I t t  a n i)  ( t t m b r a t i m i .

Truth, though resisted by all, and assailed by the plausibilities o f falsehood in 
the most subtle forms, yet triumphs over all.— Po lybio9.

H E endeavour of the ablest writers on physiology, as well as
philosophy, has always culminated in the recognition of an 

ulterior principle or faculty which exceeds our scientific methods. It 
is a private potency of life within or behind our common phenomenal 
existence, which is regarded as accounting for what was otherwise un
explainable. It corresponds with every fact, satisfies every question, is 
allied by the most intimate relations to the whole order of the universe, 
and is urgently invoked in extreme emergency. Our sense-perception 
is employed with what is external and objective, while this faculty 
appears to transcend common consciousness, and indeed to be distinct 
and superior to it.

Numerous designations have been invented to denote this occult 
principle of our nature. Matidslev terms it the preconscious action of 
the mind, a mental 'power which is organized before the supervention 
of consciousness. Agassiz describes it as a superior power which con
trols our better nature, and acts through us without consciousness of 
our own. Schelling denominates it unconscious knowledge, a capacity 
for knowledge above or behind consciousness, and higher than the 
understanding. Later writers, however, have endeavoured to set aside 
the pure intellectual agency in the case, and so style it reflex action of 
the brain, and automatic brain-work, a brain-activity without thought, 
but an activity, nevertheless, which may subsequently be reproduced in 
connection with consciousness or thought, or which may without being 
reproduced, modify subsequent kindred mental action or thought in the 
same mind.

Dr. William B. Carpenter has formulated it accordingly under the 
title of U n c o n s c io u s  C b r b b r a t i o n .  Beginning with the proposition 
that the brain furnishes the mechanism of thought, he asserts that 
there can be no question at all that it works of itself as it were:

It has an automatic power, just as the sensory centres and the spinal cord have 
an automatic power o f their own.

He declares, however, that it originates in the previous habit. 
There can be no doubt, whatever, he tells us, that a very large part of 
our mental activity consists of this automatic action of the brain, 
according to the mode in which we have trained it to action. The will 
gives the impulse in the first instance and keeps before the mind all the 
thoughts which it can immediately lay hold of, or which association



suggests, that bear upon the subject. These thoughts, however, do not 
conduct immediately to an issue, but require to work themselves out. 
The sensorium, or rather, the group of nerve-ganglia of special sensa
tion, which have their place at the base of the brain and distinct from 
it, may be in a state of inaction all the while, or perhaps otherwise 
occupied.

This peculiar activity of the brain though automatic, Dr. Carpenter 
does not consider to be spontaneous, or the result of any peculiar in
spiration. His theory is simply that the cerebrum, having been shaped, 
so to speak, in accordance with our ordinary processes of mental activity, 
having grown to the kind of work that we are accustomed to set it to 
execute, can go on and work for itself. Unconscious Cerebration is 
defined by him accordingly as

The unconscious operation o f the brain in balancing for itself all the various 
considerations—in putting all in order, so to speak, in working out the result.

This conclusion, he declares, will be the resultant of the whole 
previous training and disciplining of our minds. He accordingly desig
nates it the Common Sense. He says:

I believe that it is the earnest habit o f looking at a subject from first princi* 
pies, looking honestly and steadily at the True and the Right, which gives the 
mind that direction that ultimately overcomes the force o f these early prejudices 
and these early associations, and brings us into that condition which approaches 
the nearest o f any thing that I think we have the opportunity of witnessing in our 
earthly life to thAt Direct Insight which many o f us believe will be the condition 
o f our minds in that future state in which they are released from all the trammels 
o f our corporeal existence.

Ernest von Hartmann, the author of The Philosophy of the Uncon
scious, has given to .this subject a greater emphasis. He declares that 
consciousness has its origin in the cerebral organism of man. It is not 
a fixed state, but a process, a perpetual change and becoming. Its ante
cedents are impenetrable to itself, and we can only hope to resolve the 
problem indirectly. There is no Supreme Being; he would make us 
believe, but an omnipresent Will and Intellect acting unconsciously in 
inseparable union with each other— one absolute subjectivity, a power 
operating on all unconscious functions, human, animal and vegetable. 
It is the fashion for all writers of the modern school to decry meta
physics; yet with a curious inconsistency they seem very generally to 
have a metaphysic of their own. Hartmann is a conspicuous example. 
He employs the most abstruse and unconscionable metaphysical subtil- 
ties to explain and defend his propositions. He defines the essence of 
consciousness as consisting of a breaking apart of the union between 
the Understanding and the Will. Perception is forced upon the mind, 
thus separating and emancipating it from the will, and enabling it to 
revolt and even to subject the will to its own laws. The astonishment 
of the will at this,



The sensation caused by the apparition o f the Idea in the bosom of the Un
conscious—that is consciousness................... The Unconscious Thought does not
recognize a separation between the form and the content o f the knowledge, the 
subject and the object in the act o f thinking. It is just here that the subject and 
the object are intimately identical, or rather, that nothing distinguishes them abso
lutely, since they are not yet risen out o f their condition o f original non-difference.

This proposition of Dr. Hartmann is a curious illustration of the 
peculiar agreement often attained by persons holding sentiments dia
metrically opposite. This writer, who is usually represented as denying 
a Supreme Being and the immortality of the human soul, is in perfect 
accord in his expressions with the extremest Mystic who surpasses all 
others in theosophic conception. Each declares that the person who 
really knows does not cognize the fact of knowing, because such know
ledge is subjective and therefore may not be contemplated as an object 
which is in a certain sense apart from us. It would be wholesome for 
us if this should lead us to be just toward each other, generously con
sidering that difference of opinion is very often a diverse view of truth 
and no warrant or occasion for animosity, proscription or disrespect. 
As the rivers, however much they are at variance in the direction of 
their currents, all meet in the ocean, so all faiths and dogmas, as well 
as destinies, we may confidently believe, converge in the Divinity.

The description presented by Dr. Carpenter agrees after a manner 
with facts in my own experience. I have been utterly at a loss for 
words and ideas on important occasions, and they came forth on a 
sudden at the critical moment, and fulfilled the required purpose. I 
have often felt niyself circumscribed in my ability and endeavour to 
solve and decide urgent questions. I have noticed this peculiar con
straint to occur especially when some other person was pressing me 
imperatively to give a speedy answer to a proposition. I would expe
rience a difficulty to think clearly, or to perceive what to say or do. 
There appeared to be no alternative but to seem stupid or obstinate, 
and abide the issue. In other instances when lashing my own mind to 
a conclusion, a like impediment would be present. Yet after a time, it 
might be short or prolonged, there would bolt into the mind a solution 
of the whole matter. In fact, I am seldom disappointed in this respect, 
when I am really in exigency. I do not consider it wise or prudent, 
nevertheless, to forego any mental effort, in supine reliance upon such 
accessory aid. It would be a species of foolhardiness, and would 
naturally tend to shut away from me the very succour which I counted 
upon.

I have never judged it of any utility to inspect critically the moods 
and processes which wrought thus beneficially, but considered it wiser 
to accept the results with a modest docility. One is never quite able to 
understand the operations of his own mind. Yet, so far as I remember, 
these peculiar exhibitions very frequently, but not always, accorded



with the explanation which Dr. Carpenter has made. They harmonized 
with previous ideas and habits of thinking. The readiness and spon
taneity seemed to result from a quick memory, which was roused on 
the instant. The thoughts and words which came to the mind, were 
very often shaped after forms of expression which I had written or 
uttered long before and forgotten. Most persons will probably, there
fore, regard the matter as being nothing very wonderful.

It is likewise observed, that purposes which we have formed, and 
other vivid mental impressions, are by no means uprooted from the 
mind by being dropped or dismissed out of the active thinking. We 
awake at the time which we have set, and are reminded by a signal of 
the memory that the appointed moment has come to set about some
thing which we had proposed. I have been roused from sleep to do a 
thing which I had contemplated, sometimes apparently hearing a voice 
call me for the purpose, and have often been interrupted in the current 
of active thought when awake by the intervening of the occult memory. 
I have also witnessed kindred phenomena in persons whose external 
sensibility and consciousness had been suspended by an anaesthetic. 
Whatever had been previously expected or contemplated, the idea or 
emotion uppermost would be exhibited in word or action. Pain, terror, 
anger, as well as rapture and beatific delight, were expressed as though 
actually experienced; even as if there had been no interruption of the 
normal condition. Yet the patient, a few moments afterward, would 
remember nothing of the matter, and declare unqualifiedly that there 
had been no consciousness of anything that had occurred. Analogous 
experiences sometimes take place with individuals in the mesmeric 
state. Many of the illusions of insane and other disordered persons 
belong to the same category.

The existence of double consciousness indicates the source of many 
of the curious phenomena, not otherwise easy to understand. Says 
Dr. William Gregory, of Edinburgh:

Persons have lived for years in an alternation o f two consciousnesses, in the 
one o f which they forget all they have ever learned in the other.

Dr. Huxley and William B. Carpenter both substantially admit the 
same thing. Epileptics have been known to finish, in a new paroxysm 
of their complaint, a sentence began in an attack which had occurred 
days or weeks before. Maudsley relates the case of a groom, whose 
skull had been fractured by the kick of his mare. As soon as the 
portion of bone pressing on his brain was removed, three hours later, 
he recovered his usual consciousness, and cried out an order to the 
animal.

The absent-minded German professor will not be forgotten, who 
called at the door of his own house to enquire for himself, and walked 
away on being told that he was not at home, forgetful that he was him
self the man. Soldiers on a march, messengers carrying despatches,



and individuals walking for a wager, often sleep while in motion. A  
person stunned will pick up his hat, go about his business, and perform 
various acts to which he has been habituated.

Dr. John W. Draper has endeavoured to account for the pheno
mena of double consciousness, by the conjecture that it is a result of 
the double construction of the brain. He cites with approbation the 
treatise of Dr. Wigan in support of his theory. The hemispheres of 
the brain, we are reminded, are distinct organisms, each having the 
power to carry on its functions independent of the other. Usually, 
however, they act simultaneously, the superiority of the one com
pensating for the defects of the other. Sometimes there is “ insubordi
nation of one of the hemispheres,” and there are in consequence two 
distinct trains of the thought and two distinct utterances, either at the 
same time, or in very rapid alternation. Each of these, perhaps, will 
be perfectly consecutive and sane by itself, but the two will be incon
gruous from being mingled confusedly together. This condition in its 
exaggerated form, is regarded as insanity; nevertheless, it has been 
observed in the thinking operations of persons whose minds are con
sidered perfectly sound. When one of the hemispheres was entirely 
disorganized, or had been destroyed from external violence, the other 
appeared to do the whole work acceptably. There are also numerous 
examples of the independent action of both hemispheres in instances 
where the individuals were in a state of health. While engaged in 
ordinary pursuits which imply a continued mental occupation, we are 
occasionally beset with suggestions of a different kind. A  strain of 
music, or even a few notes, may be incessantly obtruding. In our air- 
castle building, we permit one hemisphere to act, presenting fanciful 
illusions, while the other witnesses the operation and so lends itself 
to it.

In other cases, these exhibitions of double consciousness have 
alternated in a more striking manner. Each hemisphere of the brain 
continued its action for a period of days or even weeks, and then 
relapsed into a quiescent condition. The other took its turn, and ran 
its own course, after a similar manner. In instances where one of the 
hemispheres had undergone deterioration or suffered lesion, so that it 
had been reduced to an infantile condition, and there was incapacity to 
make use of the impressions which had been previously made on it, 
the individual would alternately exhibit what has been aptly termed 
child-life and mature life. Dr. Draper is of opinion that these exhibi
tions of alternate and double perception can be explained on no other 
principle. He is less decided, however, in regard to the explanation of 
the sentiment of preexistence in the same way.

All the facts, however, cannot be thus met. Van Helmont, by 
experiment upon himself with aconite, suspended the action of the 
brain; upon which consciousness and perception were manifest at the



solar ganglion. This indicates that the function of cerebration, or 
brain-activity, whether conscious or otherwise, does not account for all 
the occurrences. The statement of Dr. Carpenter, that

Mental changes may go on below the plane o f consciousness,

is but half the truth. There is no single plane of consciousness, but a 
plurality of such departments, and the nervous ganglia of the sym
pathetic system have likewise their part and allotment.

His assumption that inventions and the various phenomena that 
he depicts, are principally the resultants of the previous action and 
discipline of the mind, is also faulty. Idiots are by no means destitute 
of intellectual and moral faculties; and at times they display an inde
pendent spiritual consciousness. Seagar, of Berlin, reports that lie has 
had in his establishment indubitable cases of idiotcy, in which the head 
was small and malformed, yet in which the results of education were 
so triumphant, that his patients were ultimately able to go forth and 
mix with the great world, exhibiting no mental infirmity that could be 
detected. In one instance, a young man underwent the rite of con
firmation without being suspected by the priest of any abnormality of 
mind. Dr. Bateman, consulting physician to the Eastern Counties 
Asylum for Idiots in England, expresses his undoubting belief that the 
idiot of the lowest class has the germ of mental activity and of moral 
responsibility. He confidently declares:

This germ, although possibly only permitted to bud here, is destined hereafter 
to expand into a perfect flower, and flourish perennially in another and better state 
o f being.

It is manifest that in such case the budding, expanding, and 
flourishing perennially, are resultants of other factors than those 
furnished by brain-protoplasm.

Dr. William H. Holcombe affirms that

Consciousness is the consequent o f our finite, imperfect state.

This is substantially the doctrine of Aristotle, Spinoza, and 
Swedenborg. He says:

Our imperfection is the pledge o f our immortality, our progress, our happiness, 
as well as the ground o f our consciousness itself.

Assuming the substantial correctness of this proposition, we 
must accept the corollary to i t ; that if imperfection is the origin of 
actual consciousness, then that which transcends consciousness must 
pertain to a higher region. Indeed, Doctor Carpenter appears to have 
almost conceded as much when he describes the condition which 
approaches nearest to Direct Insight as resulting from the earnest 
habit of looking at a subject from first principles, looking honestly and 
steadily at the True and the Right. An individual can perceive princi
ples only from having their substance in himself; he knows nothing of 
that which is totally foreign to his own nature. The insight which is



nearest approached by the earnest contemplation of the True and the 
Right is no acquirement of an alien or engrafted faculty, but the 
evolution of an energy innate in us. It is an awakened memory of a 
knowledge already possessed. The attainment is supraconscious and 
therefore it is not cerebration. It is intellection, a function which is exer
cised apart from the organic structure, and so neither fatigues the brain 
nor changes it in any part. It is the self-recognition of soul, enabling 
the individual to perceive the ideas which it is sought to express by

All the master-words of the language—God, Immortality, Life, Love and Duty.

Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, treating of this grade of mental un- 
foldment, seems to carry it, and very properly, beyond the province of 
mere brain-action into the higher department of the being. He declares:

The more we examine into the secret mechanism of thought the more we shall 
see that the automatic, unconscious action o f the mind enters largely into all its 
processes.

Again, in Master Byles Gridley’s book it is asserted that
The best thought, like the most perfect digestion, is done unconsciously.

It does not employ the apparatus of the brain for its production, 
but only for its external manifestation, and hence there is no waste of 
the structure in the subjective part of the operation.

In different works he abounds with tentative ideas which make us 
wish he had written more and done it more unequivocally. The story 
of Elsie Venner is based on the quasi-hereditary admixture of an 
ophidian element with the whole nature of a human being, and the 
predominance of that quality over her thought, emotions and personal 
habitude. The vision of Myrtle Hazard is in certain respects still more 
suggestive. While steadily gazing upon a luminous figure of a cross, 
which he suggests was an accidental product of decaying phosphores
cent wood, she becomes ecstatic. Presently there appear before her 
the figures of several of her ancestors and with them her own eidolon 
as though she was in some way outside of herself. They seem to 
address her and to want to breathe the air of this world through the 
medium of her exterior shape, which was at the moment apparently 
empty of her presence and theirs. Presently, she seems to return into 
it, and then the others to become part of her, one by one, by being lost 
in her life. She feels the longing to live over the life of her own father 
and mother, then the peculiar impulses of the others, and finally is in 
some way made one with the purest nature of them all.

Dr. Holmes suggests the explanation that this was
Probably one o f those intuitions with objective projection which sometimes come 

to imaginative young persons, especially girls, in certain exalted nervous conditions.

He carries the idea further and remarks that
The lives o f our progenitors are, as we know, reproduced in different propor

tions in ourselves. Whether they as individuals have any consciousness o f it, is 
another matter.



This statement almost appears to be a reflection of the proposition 
of Mr. Frederic Harrison that every human individuality though dis
solved at death, was transmuted into a moral force, and capable of 
passing into and stimulating the brains of living men. This peculiar 
metaphysic is adapted to the concept of an unconscious brain-action, 
and the further notion of

A distinct correspondence between every process o f thought or o f feeling and 
som j corporeal phenomenon.

But Dr. Holmes does not appear to be thus limited in his concep
tion. He gives a fuller scope to heredity and even admits the possibility 
of a further spiritual occupancy. It is possible, he suggests, that our 
progenitors do get a second as it were fractional life in us. Some who 
have long been dead may enjoy a kind of secondary and imperfect, yet 
self-conscious life in these bodily tenements, which we are in the habit 
of considering exclusively our own. It might seem, that many of 
those whose blood flows in our veins struggle for the mastery, and by 
and by one or more get the predominance; so that we grow to be like 
father, or mother, or remoter ancestor, or it may be that two or more are 
blended in us, not to the exclusion however, of a special personality of 
our own, about which these others are grouped.

We all do things awake and asleep which surprise us. Perhaps we have co- 
tenants in this house we live in.

Kant, himself, promulgated a similar idea. He says:

Perhaps it will yet be proved that the human soul, even in this life, is, by an 
indissoluble communion, connected with all the immaterial natures o f the spirit* 
world, acting upon these and receiving impressions from them.

Goethe unhesitatingly affirms it:

Every grand thought which bears fruit and has a sequel, is inherent in no man, 
but has a spiritual origin. The higher a man stands, the more is he standing under 
the influence of the demons. Every thing flows into us, so far as we are not it our
selves. In poetry there is decidedly something demoniac (or spiritual), and particu
larly in the unconscious, in which intellect and reason all fall short, and which 
therefore acts beyond all conception.

Agassiz acknowledged this same psychological fact. He affirms 
that there are two sets or a double set of mental powers in the human 
organism, essentially different from each other.

The one may be designated as our ordinary conscious intelligence, the other as 
a  superior power which controls our better nature.

This latter he describes as

Acting through us without conscious action o f our own.

Maudsley declares that this is a mental power organized before the 
supervention of consciousness. Whatever he may imply by this, the 
explanation followed up will carry us beyond the region of simple 
physical existence. Professor Tyndall adds his testimony:



It was found that the mind of man haa the power o f penetrating far beyond the 
boundaries of his full senses; that the things which are seen in the material world 
depend for their action upon the things unseen;—in short, that besides the phe
nom ena which address the senses, there are laws, principles and processes which 
do not address the senses at all, but which need be and can be spiritually discerned.

When Dr. Tanner was prosecuting his world-famous forty days' 
fast at Clarendon Hall, in the city of New York, he was constantly 
attended by physicians who persisted in asserting that his brain was 
certain to give way for want of nourishment, and predicted that after two 
or three weeks insanity or delirium would ensue. Yet on the very last 
day of the fast, he exhibited no essential mental deterioration, but was 
perfectly normal so far as will and reasoning power were concerned. I 
was present and observed him carefully with the iutent of being certain. 
Enough was shown by it to reveal the possibility of preserving the life 
of President Garfield. Knowledge was greatly served thereby for the 
profit of those who love the truth for its own sake. The maintaining 
of psychic and intellectual forces intact when all material support was 
withdrawn from the body and brain except water and air, and the 
peculiar influences and vital emanations derived from those about, 
affords evidence not easy to controvert that the human mind exists and 
acts by virtue of an energy that exceeds matter and its conditions.

I do not care, however, to provoke a controversy with materialists. 
They are right to a certain degree, but they reason fallaciously. The 
induction of which they are often so boastful is, to a great degree, a 
barren and unproductive method, incapable of the evolution of impor
tant truth. The divine faculty of judging rightly even with imperfect 
materials, transcends it altogether. The inductive method is a viewing 
of the night-side of nature; and they who employ it exclusively are 
able only to see a dark vapour shutting off all light and knowledge by its 
dense gloom. We may regard the subject also on its upper side, where 
the sun shines and the bright Truth makes it all luminous and clear. 
It need give no embarrassment because vital force, nerve-force and 
mind-force are correlated and thus mutually influence each other, as 
well as being interchangeable the one into the other. The important 
fact, as Mr. Payton Spence has so justly remarked, is the fact so clearly 
demonstrated by the phenomena of what has been termed Unconscious 
Cerebration,

That the unconscious (the subconscious and perhaps the supraconscious) modifies 
the conscious (human and animal), and that the two become- blended into compound 
states, thus proclaiming their sameness and kinship, and showing that mind runs 
deeper into matter than is generally supposed.

Scientific thought has supplemented these conclusions by fore
shadowing the hypothesis that matter in its last analysis, must be 
resolved into force. "What do we know of an atom, apart from 
force?” demands Faraday. Mr. Spence directs our attention to the



fact that matter and consciousness have the relation of cause and effect. 
There can be no such relation, except as they are the same in their 
ultimates. The thought of a thing is not distinguishable from the 
thing itself, but both are one and the same in their inmost reality, and 
not to be separated. Matter is a matrix or receptacle, the objectifica
tion of force, or rather force in dynamic form. Hence matter and con
sciousness in their ultimates, are the same; and the modification and 
the thing modified, are, in the last analysis, reduced to states of con
sciousness. “ Consciousness is the ultimate, unitary, cosmical con- 
tsituent.” One sole substance underlies the whole universe. That 
substance is essential life, comprising in it Power, Intelligence and 
Benevolence. These alone are permanent; whatever is opposed to 
them is transient, ephemeral, and self-destructive.

We are at the superior pole of psychic verity, and hence *in direct 
antipodes to the empirical reasoning, which has seemed to be becoming 
popular, that would resolve the real world into a synthesis of sensibles, 
and the soul itself into a consensus of the faculties which observation 
discovers in the human organism. The omnipresence of consciousness 
in its several forms, affords no rational basis for the theory that endea
vours to eliminate it, and personality with it, from the Supreme Essence. 
We cognize the entity of Thought behind all sense and organic mani
festation. We perceive that death does not extinguish human existence, 
and that what is beyond man and the universe, is neither void, nor 
altogether unknowable or unessential.

There is no adequate justification for the plaint of Schopenhauer, 
that it might have been better if the universe had never existed, nor for 
the more audacious affirmation of Hartmann, that

I f  God, previous to the creation, had been aware o f what he was doing, creation 
would have been a crime.

The energy which inspires and gives law to nature, is not the 
dominion of the worse. The bad cannot perpetuate itself. The  
apparent disorder and even misery into which we are born, have a 
benevolent purpose in them. The universal judgment of human beings, 
affirms this; and in the ulterior event, it is always verified, even though 
not as we would expect it.

Holmes formulates the idea which we have arrived at:

We all have a double, who is wiser and better than we are, and who puts thoughts 
into our heads, and words into our mouths.

The soul is then to be cognized as the receptacle of the thoughts, 
which are thus dissociated from corporeal phenomena. The double 
that originates them, is the purer intelligence. This is the universal 
consciousness imparted in a certain degree to each individual, and 
nevertheless, after a manner common to all. Sir William Hamilton 
says accordingly:



The infinitely greater part of our spiritual nature lies beyond the sphere of our 
own consciousness, hid in the obscure recesses o f the mind.

There is an ocean, so to express it, of pure reason, which permeates 
and includes all living intelligences. It is as Dickens expresses it, a 
sea that rolls round all the world. We are all in it and pervaded by it 
through all our mind. It reveals itself wherever the conceit of know
ledge which proceeds from ignorance, is dispelled. The consciousness 
is above our sense-perception, and hence whatever brain-agency may be 
associated with it, is wholly receptive, and cannot properly in any sense, 
be deemed or denominated cerebration. It is the partaking of the Uni
versal Intelligence, as our corporeal organism is a partaking of the 
universal nature. For it matter has no obstruction, space no limit* 
time no measurement; it transcends then) all.

There exists in the various ranks of modern society, a solemn idle
ness which would make us refrain from all meddling with such matters. 
Arrogating to itself the honoured title of experience, it would rest every
thing upon the notion that theoretical shallowness is practical excel
lence. In this way a degenerate humanity is striving to subdue and 
overwhelm the true humanity, in order to bring it beneath the power 
of cultivated animalism, which deems itself superior, and to suppress 
or pervert the higher instincts; so that of all which has ever borne the 
name of virtue, there shall be nothing left but so-called utilities, which 
may also be applied to vicious ends. As we become more skilful and 
scientific, it tends to make us more irrational. It would establish a 
reign of ignorance which is really bestiality. Its worship would be 
indeed that of brazen serpents and golden calves, without any venera
tion for the soul itself; and men of science would minister at the altars. 
Professor Huxley justly pronounces it to be a “ grave philosophical 
error” which “ may paralyze the energies and destroy the beauty of a 
life.” To such a paralyzing, brutalizing lethargy, it is a supreme duty 
not to succumb. The true soul is eager to know, to have that know
ledge which is possessing. This is the highest service which can be 
given to the human race.

It has been necessary and inevitable to carry our subject from 
nature to metaphysics, from cerebration to the super-sensible, and from 
both the infidelity of scientists and the cant of fools, to that supra- 
consciousness which transcends each alike. Even Herbert Spencer 
has declared that this consciousness of Absolute Being cannot be sup
pressed except by the suppression of Consciousness itself. The thought, 
therefore, which cannot be found to have an origin on the plane of the 
common conception, must be traced byond it; we must consent to let 
physiology be transcended by teleology. All that is vital and valuable 
to us, is concerned in so doing; and questions of such tremendous 
importance, may not be left to sleep in the unknown.

A l e x a n d e r  W i l d e r ,  M.D.



<0n t h e  i n f i n i t e  U n i b e m  a n d  S H o r l 'b a .

B y  G i o r d a n o  B r u n o  ( N o l a n o ).

Translated by W. R. Old.

F IR S T  D IA LO G U E  (concluded from p. 321.)

I n t e r l o c u t o r s .

E l p i n o . F i l o t e o . F r a c a s t o r i o . B u r c h i o .

E lp i n o .— I should like to understand this better. So you will 
kindly explain yourself concerning what you call all-infinite and totally 
infinite.

F i l o t e o . — I  call the universe all-infinite because it has no limit, 
end, or periphery; I say the universe is not totally infinite because 
each part that we may take is finite in itself, and the innumerable 
worlds which it contains are in themselves each one finite. I call God 
all-infinite because he excludes all limitation from himself and his 
every attribute is one and infinite; and I say God is totally infinite 
because he is wholly in the entire world and in each one of its parts, 
infinitely and totally; while, on the contrary, the infinity of the uni
verse, which is totally in all, and not in these parts— if, however, in 
referring to the infinite one can speak of parts— which we are able to 
comprehend in all.

E lp.— I understand. Now continue your proposition.
F il .— F or every reason, then, by which one can call this world, 

taken as finite, proper, good, and necessary, we ought to admit all other 
innumerable worlds to be appropriately existing and good, by reason 
of which the omnipotence is not jealous of its being; while from the 
contrary argument, whether unable or unwilling, it would come to be 
accused of leaving a vacuum, or, if you object to vacuum, an infinite 
space; by which not only would the infinite perfection be annulled, but 
also the infinite majesty of the Efficient Cause in all that which is 
effected and not finished, or dependent and not eternal. What reason 
demands that we should believe that the Efficient Cause, capable of 
effecting an infinite good, has made it finite? And if it is created 
finite, why ought we to believe he can make it infinite— the potency 
and action being in him one and the same thing? Because he is im
mutable, and suffers no contingency in operation, nor in efficacy is 
frustrated; but determinate and certain result depends upon deter
minate and certain efficacy, immutably. Whence it follows that deity 
cannot be other than it is; nor such as it is not; nor of another capa
bility than that which it has; nor able to will other than it wills; and
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therefore necessarily cannot do otherwise than it does, since to have 
power apart from act belongs only to mutable things.

F racastorio.— Certainly that which is unchangeable is not a 
subject of relative potentiality and potency; and truly, if the First 
Efficient cannot will otherwise than it wills, it cannot do otherwise 
than it does, and I do not understand as some who speak of the active 
infinite potency to which passive infinite power does not correspond; 
nor that the power which can make innumerable things in the immense 
infinitude may make one only, and that finite; because the action is 
necessary inasmuch as it proceeds from such a will as, in order to be 
very immutable, nay, more, immutability itself, must needs be absolute 
necessity, whence liberty, will, necessity, and, moreover, action, volition, 
and being are, in fact, identical.

F il .— Y ou understand and express it very well. Hence it is neces
sary to affirm one of two things, either that the Efficient Cause, being 
able to emanate from itself an infinite effect, may be recognized as the 
cause and principle of an immense universe which contains innu
merable worlds, and from this nothing inconvenient follows, but rather 
all is agreeable to science and in accord with the laws of nature and 
with faith, or, that emanating from itself a finite universe with these 
worlds, which are the stars, of a determinate number, it may be known 
as an active potency of a certain and finite nature, since such as is the 
act, such is the will, and such the power.

F ra.— I complete and set forth a couple of syllogisms in this 
manner. If the First Efficient can will to do other than it wills to do, 
it should be able to do other than it does. Therefore, whoever speaks 
of the effect as finite necessarily postulates a finite operation and 
power. Besides, what comes to the same thing: the First Efficient 
cannot do otherwise than as it wills to do, cannot will to do otherwise 
than it does, and hence is not able to do otherwise than it does. 
Therefore, whoever denies the infinite effect denies the infinite power.

F il .— T hese, although not simple, are yet demonstrative syllo
gisms. Nevertheless, I approve that some theologians do not admit 
them, because, considerately thinking, they know that the common 
people and the ignorant cannot understand how, with this law of 
necessity, freewill and dignity, and the merits of justice, are able to 
abide; whence both optimists and pessimists are, under a certain 
destiny, necessarily very depraved. So at times certain corrupters of 
the laws of nature, of the faith and of religion, wishing to appear wise, 
have infected many people, causing them to become more barbarous 
and villainous than they were at first, disdainers of well-doing, and 
thoroughly assured by every vice and wickedness by the conclusions 
which they drew from similar premises. ■ But among the learned not to 
say as much to the contrary is scandalous, and detracts from the divine 
greatness and excellence, so much so that what is true is pernicious to



the civil constitution and contrary to the end of the laws; not by being 
true, but by being badly understood, as much by those who treat of it 
as by those who are not able to understand it without hurt of social 
laws.

F r a .— T rue. One never finds a truly wise and good philosopher 
who, under any form or pretext, would draw from such a proposition 
the fatality of human effects by the denial of freewill; so among others, 
Plato and Aristotle, by positing necessity and immutability in God, do 
not the less posit in us moral liberty and the faculty of freewill; because 
they well know and understand how that necessity and this liberty may 
be compatible. But some true fathers and pastors of the people take, 
perhaps, this and another saying alike, in order not to give scope to evil 
doers and inimical seducers of the civil welfare, by drawing harassing 
conclusions to abuse the simplicity and ignorance of those who can 
only with difficulty apprehend the truth and are very easily inclined to 
evil. And they will readily condone in us the use of true conclusions 
by which we do not wish to infer anything but the truth of Nature and 
the excellence of its Author, and which are not proposed by us to the 
ignorant, but only to the wise who are able to appreciate our intellectual 
discourse. From this principle it comes about that theologians, not 
less wise than religious, have never prejudiced the liberty of the philo
sophers, and true, civil, and well-conducted philosophers have always 
favoured religions; for they both know that the faith is required for 
the welfare of the common people who ought to be governed and in
structed by thoughtful men who know how to govern themselves and 
others.

E lp.— E nough is said by way of protest in this matter. Return 
now to the proposition I

F il .— T o come to the desired conclusion, I say, that if infinite 
power is vested in the First Efficient, it is also in operation; from which 
the universe of infinite greatness emanates and also worlds innumerable.

E lp.— What you say contains in itself great persuasion, if not 
indeed the truth. But I will affirm this to be true which appears to me 
to be so probable, if you will resolve for me a most important argument 
by. which Aristotle was forced to deny the infinite power locally though 
he may affirm it extensively; wherein the reason of his negation was 
that the power and act being the same thing in God, and he being able 
to move infinitely, should be able also to move with infinite vigour; 
which, if true, would see the heavens moved in an instant; because if  
the stronger moves more quickly, the strongest moves most quickly, 
and the infinitely strong instantaneously. The reason for the affirma
tion was that the primum mobile eternally and regularly moves accord
ing to the law and measure of its own motion. You see then for what 
reasons he affirms extensive infinity, but not absolute nor yet local 
infinity; by which I would conclude, that just as the infinite motive



power is contracted into the act of impelling according to finite velocity, 
so the same power of creating the immense and innumerable is limited 
by the divine will to the finite and numerable. Some theologians 
require almost the same, and, in addition to conceding extensive 
infinity, by which successively the motion of the universe is per
petuated, they also require the local infinity, by which innumerable 
worlds are made, and caused to move each separately and all together, 
instantaneously; to which end God has moderated the bulk of the 
multitude of innumerable worlds by his will, as the quality of the 
most intense motion; whereby, as this impulse, which yet proceeds 
from the divine infinite power, is nevertheless known to be finite, so 
the number of mundane bodies may readily be believed as deter
mined.

F il .— T he argument indeed is of greater persuasion and aspect 
than another could possibly be, about which enough has been said 
already, and by which it is required that the divine will may be the 
regulator, modifier and determinator of the divine power. Whence 
follow innumerable perplexities, according to philosophy at least; I let 
alone theological principles, which, for all that, will not admit that the 
divine power may be more than the divine will or goodness, and 
generally that one attribute is more suitable to the deity than another.

E lp.— Now why, then, do they say otherwise than they think?
F il.— T hrough scarcity of terms and efficacious resolutions.
E lp;— Well, then, you, who hold certain principles by which you 

affirm one thing— viz., that the divine power is locally and extensively 
infinite, and that the act is not distinct from the power, and that 
therefore the universe is infinite and the worlds innumerable; and yet 
do not deny the other proposition, viz., that each of the stars or orbs, 
whichever you prefer, is moved in time and not instantaneously; show 
by what terms and resolutions you come to support your own views 
and to uphold those of others, from which they deduce conclusions 
contrary to your own.

F il.— For the conclusion which you seek you ought to observe 
first o f all that the universe being infinite and immovable, there is no 
need for question in regard to its mover. Secondly, that the worlds 
contained in it being innumerable, the earths, comets and other bodies, 
such as the stars, all move themselves from an internal principle, which 
is their own soul, as we have elsewhere proved,1 and therefore it is vain 
to go about seeking for an external mover of them. Thirdly, that 
these mundane bodies move themselves in the ethereal region, not 
being affixed to or included in any body any more than is this earth, 
which is one of them, and which moreover we have shown to move 
from an internal animal instinct around its own centre in several ways,

1 In La Cena de le Ctneti, 1584.



and around the sun. Such considerations being established, we are 
not forced to demonstrate either active or passive motion of infinite 
virtue locally, because the mover and the movable is infinite, and the 
soul moving and the body moved concur in a finite subject; in each,
I say, of the said mundane stars. However, the First Principle is not 
that which moves, but is quiet and immovable, with the power to 
move itself and infinite and innumerable great worlds and small crea
tures situated in the ample regions of the universe; of which each one, 
according to the order of its own virtue, has the power of mobility, 
motivity and other qualities.

E lp.— Y ou are much enforced; but yet so far you have not over
thrown the edifice of the contrary opinions, all of which hold by con
sent, and as pre-supposed, that the most great ultimate moves the 
whole; you say that it confers the power of self-movement upon the 
whole, which moves itself, and then the motion happens according to 
the successive virtue of the next mover. Certainly this that you say 
appears to me far more reasonable, though less convenient, than the 
common hypothesis. Notwithstanding what you are accustomed to 
say concerning the soul of the world and the divine Essence— that it is 
all in all, fills all, and is more intrinsic than even the essence of things 
themselves, because it is the Essence of essences, the Life of lives, and 
the Soul of souls— yet it nevertheless seems to me we can as well say 
that it moves the whole, as that the whole moves itself. Whence it 
seems the doubt already raised may yet stand secure.

F il .— A nd in this I can easily satisfy you. I say, then, that it is 
fitting to contemplate, if you will, two active principles of motion, the 
one finite, according to the nature of the finite subject, and this moves 
in time; the other infinite, according to the nature of the Soul of the 
world, or indeed of divinity, which is as the Soul of souls, which is all 
in all, and causes the soul to be all in all, and this moves instan
taneously. The earth, therefore, has two principles of motion; so have 
all bodies which move themselves; of which the infinite principle is 
that which instantaneously moves and has moved, whence, for that 
reason, a movable body is not less fixed than movable. As appears 
from the present figure, by which I would signify the earth,1 which is 
moved instantaneously, inasmuch as it has a mover of infinite virtue. 

This, moving itself with the centre from A  into E  and from E
* into A; and this being in an instant, it is simultaneously in

 ̂ A  and in E  and in all intermediate places, and therefore it
vX/° has simultaneously gone and returned, and this being always

I* so, it comes about that it is continually still. Similarly, with 
regard to its circulatory motion around the centre, where

I is the mid-heaven, O the orient, V  the Occident, and K  the nadir,

l Rather, the earth’s essence; or what of the universal essence is comprised within the limits o 
the earth, as appears from the context.—T*.



each of these points revolving by virtue of the infinite impulse, and 
yet each of them has simultaneously departed and returned, and con
sequently is always fixed and in statu quo. So that, in conclusion, 
being moved by an infinite virtue is the same as not being moved 
at all, because to move instantaneously and not to move is the same 
thing in effect. There remains, then, another active principle of 
motion which is by internal virtue, and consequently is in relation to 
time and regular succession, and this motion is distinct from the still 
motion. You see, therefore, how one may say God moves the whole, 
and how it should be understood that he gives self-movement to the 
whole, which moves itself.

E lp.— Well, then, since you have so profoundly and conclusively 
explained and resolved this difficulty, I accede to your judgment, and 
hope, moreover, to receive from you many such resolutions; for 
although until now I have busied myself in these things but little, I 
have yet received and understood something of them, and hope for 
more, as, although I do not fully enter into your mind, I yet per
ceive, by the rays which it diffuses, that either a sun or some greater 
luminary is enshrined therein. And from to-day forward— not with 
the hope of contesting your ability, but with the design of profiting 
by your elucidations— I will return to propose to you as many ques
tions as for my peace of mind will suffice to be heard and under
stood, if for some days you will repair to this place at the same 
hour.

F il .— I will do so.
F ra .— Y ou will be most kind, and we your very attentive audience.
B u r c h i o .— And as for me, however unintelligent I may be, though

I do not understand the arguments I shall listen to the words, and 
if I do not listen to the words I shall, at all events, hear the voice. 
Addio.

N ostim on H bm ar.1—We regret to announce the departure from this life of 
Mme. Gebhard, P.T.S., one o f H. P. B.’s dearest friends. It was, we believe, in the 
house o f Mme. Gebhard that "The Story o f a Bewitched Life,”  in Nightmare Tales, 
was written, when H. P. B. was staying at Elberfeld on her last return from Indis. 
Mme. Gebhard was an old student o f Occultism, and was, at one time, a pupil of 
Alphonse Louis Constant, better known as Iiliphas L£vi.

1 v6oriftov ^ / to p a th e  d a y  o f  return h o n e .



J L n i a r z e  J U r t p a t .

A  S T U D Y  IN  ZO R O A STR IA N  ETH ICS.

Andarze Atrepat is a book of advice, containing sapient admonitions 
given by Dastur Adarbad Mahrespand to his son Zorthost. It is a charm
ing work, at once both interesting and instructive. The author is one of 
the most revered Zoroastrian teachers and guides. In the Pazand prayer 
called “ Afrine Panzi,” composed in the time of Emperor Noshervan, 
Dastur Adarbad is put down as one of the Peshwa Mobeds, i.e., priests 
whose rank is as high as that of a prophet. He has composed many 
prayers in the Pehlvi and Pazand languages, some of which are now in 
use among the Parsts, as, for instance, the “ Patet Poshemani.” He is 
related to have possessed miraculous natural gifts and to have brought 
over the non-Zoroastrian nations of Persia in his time to his own reli
gion. Coming from so illustrious a source, Andarze Atrepat deserves 
our best attention. We owe an excellent Gujar&ti translation of his 
valuable ethical treatise to the assiduous zeal of Dastur Peshotan, who 
has published it, together with an English version by Mr. H. P. 
Wadia.

Andarze Atrepat is one of the best works we know of. It is a fault
less book of advice, exceptionally clear, concise, and practical. There 
is not in it a single ambiguous admonition, nor a single superfluous 
statement, nor a single advice likely to lead an intelligent reader astray. 
It is extremely rare, we may say quite exceptional, to find the hopes we 
entertain about a popular religious work from the high prestige of its 
author, so fully realized as in the case of this treatise. It is a short 
and sweet, unassuming work of the highest merit, containing simple 
common-place instructions of the deepest significance. Some of these 
we shall lay before the reader, appending to each a few words in ex
planation of their deep significance. The sermon opens with the brief 
introduction:

O my son, get up (i.e., listen to me) that I may give you knowledge of a high 
order.

What Dastur Adarbad means by “ knowledge of a high order” is 
indicated by what follows.

Let all your thoughts, my son, be about good, and let no evil idea possess your 
mind; for man's life is not eternal. (In this world) do not forget that thing which 
is more suitable and more eligible for the world hereafter.

In other words, man’s life in this world, or his present life, is



transitory; and in going through it, one should not forget his future 
life, or his life in the next world; he should bear in mind what is 
suitable and eligible for that life; and bearing that in mind, he should 
make it his first care to guide his thought in that direction by constant 
effort to engage the mind in good thoughts and to disengage it from 
evil thoughts. This brief admonition lays down three valuable maxims 
of the most vital importance to Theosophists. They are as follows:

1. Man should not attach himself blindly to the affairs of this life, 
but should take particular care to bear in mind what is more suitable 
and more eligible for future life.

2. Man’s life (i.e., his present life) is non-eternal or transitory.
3. Remembering the transitory nature of his present life, he should 

strive continuously to engage his mind in good thoughts and to dis
engage it from evil thoughts.

These three maxims represent in a simple and intelligible form, 
well adapted to the public mind, and well calculated to exercise upon 
it their edifying and spiritualizing influence so far as circumstances 
may permit, three important religio-philosophical conceptions that have 
often led to serious misunderstanding and confusion. The usual way 
of putting those conceptions is as follows:

1. Man should disregard this life, he should cultivate perfect in
difference to it.

2. This world is an illusion, and Atmft is the only Truth.
3. Since Atmft is the only Truth, knowledge of Atmft is the only 

true knowledge, and the happiness accompanying that knowledge is the 
only true happiness; therefore man should ceaselessly strive after such 
knowledge, and, as a necessary prelude to its attainment, he should 
purify the mind by studiously abstaining from all evil thoughts.

Now, in the first place, what is the good of telling the world at 
large, which is so passionately enamoured of this life and so woefully 
attached to it, to disregard it ? Such teaching is of no use; there is 
not the slightest chance of the world's following this advice, nor even 
of its taking such a teaching in a serious light. There is far greater 
chance of saving people a little from the charms of this life by drawing 
their attention to the existence and significance of a future life, than by 
telling them to disregard the present. Very few have really taken to 
heart the vague popular teaching about disregarding the world that is 
in vogue in India, and the result of such premature renunciation has 
never been known to be satisfactory. For aught we know, it cuts the 
ground underneath the feet, by rendering the devotee inactive, apathetic 
and callous to the suffering of others. Many have made this teaching 
an excuse for idleness, and have put on the cloak of indifference to 
this life merely to impose upon credulous people and feed upon their 
hard-earned bread; and the faults and frailties and loathsome vagaries 
of some such impostors have frequently brought the holy name of



Vair&gya1 into ridicule, and have prompted the desecration of that 
sacred ideal.

Above all, we would do well to bear in mind that there is a right 
way and a wrong way of doing everything. It is very good, indeed, to 
disregard this life in the right way, but it is very bad to disregard it in 
the wrong way. For a man to disregard this life in the right way, he 
should know how to do it; to know that, he needs to understand the 
meaning of life, and to understand that he needs to be a step in advance 
of the average of the present human race in point of spiritual develop
ment. In short, he must belong to an inner circle by virtue of his 
inherent nature, though not necessarily by right of formal initiation. 
And, for that reason, such teaching is good for the few that are pre
pared for it, and bad for the many that are not prepared for it. There 
is a natural barrier between the “ Heart Doctrine” and the “ Eye 
Doctrine/’ a natural distinction between those adapted to the one and 
those suited to the other, which cannot be removed and must not be 
ignored. Verily, there is nothing like brotherhood. Who can fail to 
love and admire a doctrine so good and true, an impulse so elevating, 
an ideal so edifying! But, we repeat, there is a right way and a wrong 
way of doing everything. The zeal to be liberal should not be carried 
beyond all bounds of discretion. In their zeal to make no distinction 
between man and man, teachers should not indiscriminately preach 
what cannot be digested, and can, therefore, do no good on the one 
hand, while, owing- to indigestion, it may do much harm on the other. 
The life and teachings of Buddha furnish clear guidance in that 
direction.

As regards the second conception; tell a worldly-wise man who 
boasts of his being practical and thinks too much of his practical 
wisdom (as such men always do), that this world is an illusion, and the 
chances are ninety-nine in a hundred that he will put you down for a 
visionary and your doctrine for a strange hallucination quite unworthy 
of his serious consideration. To his mind, there is something quite 
revolting in calling this world an illusion. There is something in that 
word illusion which, he thinks, a maniac alone would apply to this 
wide world. To him and for him, that word has a meaning which can 
neither be detached from it, nor attached to this world. In vain will 
you try to explain that it has a meaning for you and for philosophy 
other than it has for him and for physics. Vain will be your efforts 
to explain what Truth is to you and to philosophy, apart from what 
it is to him and to popular fancy. A  strong feeling of opposition, a 
keen sense of animosity, a deadly prejudice, once set up in the mind, 
carries everything before it, and shuts the door against all light from 
the other side. The mind so inclined to one side, so closed against

1 V a lr lg y a — M freedom from p assion /’ the opposite o f  R ig a , rage, passion, d e s i r e h e n c e  dis* 
passion, non-attachm ent, indifference to sense objects, etc*— B m .



another, becomes wholly blind to everything besides its own bias and 
beyond its contracted sphere of knowledge. On that account, the 
mind of man is a slave to its first impressions. Hence the success of a 
popular teaching greatly depends upon its first impressions. And in 
the present dayr when intellectual pride is the ruling passion of our 
so-called men of learn ng, it is particularly incumbent upon those who 
deem it their sacred mission in life to spread spiritual knowledge to do 
this in a suitable form, taking care not to use such expressions as are 
sure to be sadly misunderstood.

No doubt the expression “ this world is an illusion,” is true in itself 
and good in its own way. It is true in the sense in which it is meant 
to be understood, a sense in which the philosophic mind alone can 
understand i t ; but not in the sense in which the practical public mind 
of the period, that is anything but philosophic, is capable of under
standing it. It is good for the few who can understand it, but not for 
the rest of us, since, whereas in the one case it suggests a number of 
useful ideas, in the other case it confuses the mind and repels it from 
the source of its confusion. To those who understand the exact mean
ing and feel the precise force of such expressions, the temptation to 
use them is very great; they are so pointed, so telling, so significant to 
them, that they fancy they are the same to all. But that is a sad mis
take. Methinks our Society will be greatly benefited and its good work 
considerably facilitated, if members were to study and utilize the 
Zoroastrian method of inserting the thin end of the wedge of spiritual 
knowledge, the specific characters of which are simplicity, intelligi
bility, practicability, adaptability, and unconditional veracity. What 
we mean by unconditional veracity is that there is no duplicity about it 
under any condition, not even for the sake of adapting its teachings to 
the public mind. That is particularly noteworthy, because duplicity is 
generally supposed to be necessary for purposes of adaptability. A  
careful study of the Zoroastrian method will show the fallacy of such 
supposition.

Before leaving this part of the subject we wish to observe that 
illusion is not a correct rendering of the Sanskrit word A-sat. 'Sat 
means that which is eternal, hence Asat means that which is non
eternal. Nor is illusion a correct rendering of the expression Mdyd, 
which refers to the mystic force that is at the bottom of the manifesta
tion of forms.

We now come to the third conception. The philosophical part of 
it is quite abstruse and it is impossible to make it popular. Owing to 
its abstruse nature, it has often led to sad misunderstanding even 
amongst earnest students. Dastur Adarbad leaves it aside, and gives 
out the rule of conduct associated with it, along with the simple 
reminder that this life is not eternal. This procedure has one great 
merit besides that of avoiding misunderstanding and confusion. It



appeals to love of good and promotes it, instead of appealing to desire 
of acquisition and promoting that. Certainly, there is nothing wrong 
in the desire of acquiring knowledge and happiness, but in the case of 
unprepared minds such desire often grows into a craving that knows no 
patience or discretion. And there is a beauty in the way in which the 
venerable father puts the rule of conduct which speaks volumes for his 
high qualification as a spiritual guide. We are struck with admiration 
at the most simple, and, at the same time, most practical way in which 
it is put. Many teachers advise their pupils to purify the mind, which 
means nothing unless they tell them how to do it. The method in 
vogue is that we should abstain from evil thoughts. A  friend of mine, 
who had been striving to do that in right earnest for some three years, 
once told me despairingly that the more cautiously he strove to abstain 
from them, the more speedily they came to him. To him that seemed 
very strange; but, in fact, there was nothing strange about it. He 
thought of evil thoughts, no matter how and why, and his thought of 
them drew his attention to them, thus opening a line of communication 
between the two, whereupon they naturally came to him. A s for 
driving them away, he had not the strength to do that. In short, the 
way he tried to do the work was not the right way of doing it. The  
first requisite for abstaining from evil thoughts is engaging in good 
thoughts. While the mind is well occupied with good thoughts evil 
thoughts have no time to enter it; where the mind is duly engaged in 
good thought, evil thought has no room to secure in it. The extent to 
which evil thought can be thus avoided varies with the degree of 
earnestness and ceaseless perseverance of the thinker in his devotion 
to good thought. By taking some good work to heart and striving 
assiduously to promote it (and I believe there is none so truly good as 
that taken up by the T. S.); by devising and working out schemes of 
practical charity; by continuously reading excellent works like the 
Voice of the Silence, and brooding over the contents; by keeping some 

great aphorism uppermost in the mind, and striving during spare 
moments to grasp its deeper meaning; by helping others to learn what 
one has learnt, by such means as may be at one’s disposal, as, for 
instance, conversation amongst friends, and contributions to journals; 
'by attending at meetings convened for doing good and for seeking 
truth; by keeping company with good men and enjoying their good 
conversation, and, above all, by thinking out independently what one 
can do in the cause of suffering humanity and acting accordingly— by 
such means the mind can be engaged in good thought to a great extent, 
if not to the full extent.

The immunity from evil thought secured by occupation with good 
thought is relative, not absolute. Evil thought is in the air, it is within 
as well as without the man, it has become a part and parcel of his 
nature. The thought-atmosphere has to be purified, many an old



t e n a n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  t o  b e  f o r c i b l y  d r a g g e d  o u t ,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
m a n  h a s  t o  b e  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d ,  b e f o r e  a n y  n e a r e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  a b s o l u t e  
i m m u n i t y  c a n  b e  m a d e .  T h a t  i s  a  w o r k  o f  t i m e ,  a n d  i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  
h i g h e r  p h a s e s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  s t a g e s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p r o g r e s s .  I t  i s  m e r e  
w a s t e  o f  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  t o  t h i n k  i d l y  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  p h a s e s  f o r  w h i c h  
w e  a r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  p a t i e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p h a s e  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e  a n d  t o  w h i c h  w e  n o w  b e l o n g .  N a y ,  i t  i s  w o r s e  
t h a n  t h a t ;  i t  i s  l i v i n g  i n  a  f o o l ' s  p a r a d i s e  a n d  o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  t o  d e 
c e p t i o n  a n d  h a l l u c i n a t i o n .  T o  a s c e n d  t h e  f i r s t  l a d d e r  i s  o u r  f i r s t  c o n 
c e r n .  A l t e r  o n e  h a s  d o n e  t h a t ,  h e  c o m e s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  l a d d e r ,  a n d  
t h e n  c o m e s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  h i m  t o  a s c e n d  t h a t .  I t  i s  r e l a t i v e  i m m u n i t y  
f r o m  e v i l  t h o u g h t  t h a t  o n e  h a s  t o  s e c u r e ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  a  d e g r e e  f i x e d  b y  
h i s  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  S o m e  e v i l  t h o u g h t s  w i l l  c o m e  
t o  h i m  w i t h o u t  h i s  g i v i n g  a n y  f r e s h  c a u s e  f o r  t h e m  t o  c o m e .  H e  n e e d  
n o t  c a r e  f o r  t h e m .  T h e y  c a n n o t  d o  h i m  h a r m  u n l e s s  h e  g i v e s  t h e m  a  
l o d g i n g  i n  h i s  m i n d .  I f  t h e y  g e t  a  l o d g i n g  i n  h i s  m i n d ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  
i f  t h e  m i n d  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  o c c u p y  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e m ,  t h e y  c a n  t a k e  r o o t  
a n d  g r o w  a n d  m u l t i p l y .  T h u s  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a d m o n i t i o n  i s  
t h e  w a y ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  i t  t h e  g u i d e ,  t o  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  g i v e n  i s  t h e  b e s t  
o n e  w e  k n o w  o f .

L e t  all y o u r th o u gh ts, m y son, be ab ou t good, and le t  no evil idea possess yo u r  

m ind.

W e  s h a l l  n o w  r e f e r  t o  a  m o s t  c o m m o n - p l a c e  a d v i c e :

L ie  not to  anyone.

N e x t  t o  g o o d  t h o u g h t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  g e n e r a l  r u l e  o f  c o n d u c t  s o  c o m 
p r e h e n s i v e ,  s o  d e e p l y  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a n d  s o  p o t e n t  i n  i t s  g o o d  i n f l u e n c e  a s  
v e r a c i t y .  S o m e  t i m e  a g o ,  S w a m i  N i r b h a y a n a n d  l e c t u r e d  b e f o r e  l a r g e  
a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a u d i e n c e s ,  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  I n d i a ,  u p o n  t h e  i m p o r 
t a n c e  o f  s p e a k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h .  H e  s h o w e d  
t h a t  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b a s i c  v i r t u e  p r o m o t e s  m o r a l  c o u r a g e ,  
u n s e l f i s h  d e v o t i o n ,  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  a n d  
e v e n t u a l l y  c a r r i e s  t h e  d e v o t e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e  o f  s p i r i 
t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  f i t s  h i m  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a g e .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  
l e c t u r e s  h e  c a l l e d  u p o n  u p o n  t h o s e  w h o  a g r e e d  w i t h  h i m  t o  p l e d g e  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h ,  s i n c e  t h a t  w a s  p r a c t i c a l  s p i r i t u a l  w o r k ;  
w h e r e u p o n  t h e y  c r i e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g o  s o  f a r ,  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  
m e n  o f  b u s i n e s s  w h o  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  d o  a w a y  w i t h  l i e s .  T h e  S w d m i  
w a s  e q u a l  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  H e  r e j o i n e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  d e v o t e  
o n e  d a y  i n  a  w e e k  t o  S a t ,  a n d  p l e d g e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h  o n  
s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  w e e k - d a y .  M a n y  d i d  t h a t .  I t  w a s  i n s e r t i n g  t h e  t h i n  
e n d  o f  t h e  w e d g e .  L e t  l i a r s  t a s t e  t h e  s w e e t  d e l i g h t s  o f  t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  
a n d  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  t u r n  r o u n d  a n d  m e n d  t h e i r  w a y s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t i m e .  P e r s o n a l l y  w e  a r e  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  s w e a r i n g  a n d  p l e d g i n g ,  
a n d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  o f  D a s t u r  A d a r b a d :



T a k e  not an y oath, be it  for tru th  or for falsehood. B u t for those w h o  th in k  it  

rig h t and proper to  in d u ce people to  ta k e  an oath w ith  th e  vie w  to  tie them  u p  to  

som e good  ideal, w e believe, there is n o id eal so good, so fittin g, so useful and  

e n n o b lin g  as veracity.

I n  t h e  p a l m y  d a y s  o f  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  a  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  
d u l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  p r o m u l g a t e d ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  d u t y  
m o s t  f o r c i b l y  i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  y o u n g  m i n d s  i n  p r e c e d e n c e  o f  a l l  o t h e r s ,  
w a s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s p e a k i n g  t h e  t r u t h  a n d  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h .  
B u t ,  a l a s ! t i m e s  h a v e  s o  f a r  c h a n g e d ,  t h a t  m a n y  a  P a r s i  e l d e r  i s  w r a t h 
f u l  a g a i n s t  o u r  S o c i e t y  j u s t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  l e d  h i s  y o u n g  c h a r g e  t o  h o l d  
f a s t  t o  s u c h  s a c r e d  i d e a l s  a n d  t o  t h e m  o n l y .  O n e  c r i e s  t h a t  h i s  b e l o v e d  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  p e r d i t i o n  i f  h e  d r i n k s  n o  w i n e  a n d  e a t s  n o  f l e s h ; 
a n o t h e r  m o u r n s  o v e r  t h e  d a m n a t i o n  t h a t  m u s t  n e e d s  r e s u l t  f r o m  h i s  
s y m p a t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  a l i e n  r e l i g i o n s ;  a n d  a  t h i r d  s h u d d e r s  a t  
t h e  s h a m e  a n d  h u m i l i a t i o n  h e  b r i n g s  u p o n  h i m s e l f  b y  f a i l i n g  t o  s p e n d  
a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  h o u r s  a  m o n t h  u p o n  t r i m m i n g  h i s  h a i r ,  s h a v i n g  h i s  
b e a r d ,  a r t i s t i c a l l y  f i t t i n g  h i s  d r e s s ,  e x a m i n i n g  h i s  f a c e  t e n  t i m e s  a  d a y  
i n  t h e  l o o k i n g - g l a s s ,  a n d  d o i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  w o u l d  
o n l y  m a k e  h i m  l o o k  a  d a n d y .

T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  a d m o n i t i o n  i n  t h e  b o o k  a b o u t  t r u t h f u l n e s s ,  
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  a n d  i m p r e s s  i t  m o r e  f o r c i b l y  u p o n  
t h e  m i n d :

Be tru th fu l so as to  be trustw orthy.

T h i s  b r i n g s  t o  m i n d  a  s e r i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d u p l i c i t y  i n  
t e a c h i n g  t h a t  i s  r e s o r t e d  t o  i n  c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r s  w i t h  t h e  v i e w  t o  a d a p t  
t h e  t e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  m i n d .  T h e  m a n  w h o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  t e a c h e s  
a s  t r u e ,  w h a t  h e  k n o w s  t o  b e  u n t r u e ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  l o s e  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  
h i s  p u p i l s .  A  t h i r d  a d m o n i t i o n  o n  t h e  s a m e  p o i n t  s o u n d s  a  d i s t i n c t  
w a r n i n g  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  s u b t l e  f o r m  o f  u n t r u t h f u l n e s s  t h a t  i s  i n  f a v o u r  
w i t h  w e l l - m e a n i n g  p e r s o n s  a n x i o u s  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  
o c c a s i o n .

D o n ot speak d o u b ly (in o th er words, do n ot speak one th in g  to one m an and  

an o th er to  another).

T h e  a d v i c e  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  t h e  a b o v e  s h o w s  h o w  s t r o n g l y  t h e  
v e n e r a b l e  s a g e  A d a r b a d  d i s l i k e s  t h e  s i n  o f  l y i n g .

In an y assem bly sit not close to  a liar, le st y o u  in stan tly  becom e u nhappy.

W h e t h e r  t h e  u n h a p p i n e s s  f r o m  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  a  l i a r  t h e r e i n  
r e f e r r e d  t o  h a s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  b a d  m a g n e t i c  i n f l u e n c e  o r  t o  h i s  c o n 
v e r s a t i o n  a n d  m i s c h i e v o u s  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  i t  s h o w s  a l l  t h e  s a m e  t h e  g r e a t  
i m p o r t a n c e  a t t a c h e d  b y  A d a r b a d  t o  t r u t h f u l n e s s .

F o u r  o t h e r  a d m o n i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  g o o d  s p e e c h  d e s e r v e  p a r t i c u l a r  
n o t i c e .

S p eak  alw ays (to those around you) about religious w orks.

N ever u tter a n y  w ord w ith o u t th in k in g  (over it).



Be cautious in th e use o f  sharp words.

L e t  your speech be sw eet.

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  d e e d s ,  c h a r i t y  i s  e n j o i n e d  t h u s :

I f  you  en jo y  to  an y e x te n t th e  pow er o f  w ealth, use it  in  ch arity.

E d u c a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d .

I f  you  h ave a son send him  to  school from lita early years, for education is th e  

l ig h t-g iv in g  eye o f  m an.

D o  n ot refrain from e d u catin g your w ife and children, your coun trym en  and  

yourself.

T h e  l e a r n e d  t r a n s l a t o r  e x p l a i n s  i n  a  f o o t - n o t e  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
w h i c h  D a s t u r  A d a r b a d  c o m m e n d s  t o  h i s  s o n  f o r  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  i s  n o t  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  o n e ’ s  w o r l d l y  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  b u t  t h a t  w h i c h  
r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  M a z d i a s n i a n  f a i t h .  T h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  
a t t a c h e s  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o r a l  s e n s e  b y  
s o u n d  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  s h o w n  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n :

I also k n o w  by experience th a t b y  good  sense alone one can rem ove every v ice  

from th is  w orld and g iv e  ease and h elp  to  all m eu. . . .  I t  is th e  preserver and  

protector o f  his soul, and frees his person an d h elp s him . . . . I t  is th e  source  

o f ch a rity ; it  is th e destroyer o f  pain. . . . T h ro u g h  it, w hose standard o f  

valu atio n  is w orth  b ein g praised, springs th e w isdom  o f  th e helper o f  religion. . . 

I t  is th e  b e g in n in g  o f  all good deeds.

T h e  k n o w l e d g e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o m m e n d e d  i s  s p i r i t u a l  k n o w l e d g e .

A cqu ire kn o w led ge about th e soul, so th a t yo u  obtain  yo u r place in  paradise.

G o o d  f e e l i n g  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s  i s  e n j o i n e d  i n  v a r i o u s  w a y s ,  a n d  h e r e ,  
t o o ,  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n s  a r e  c l e a r ,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  p o i n t e d .

H arbour no reven ge again st and do no w ro n g to  an y man.

I f  you  w ish not to  hear evil words from an y lip, do not u tter th em  yourself.

H e  w h o  d ig s a p it for his en em y falls in to  it  him self.

F o r  n o th in g  in th e w orld do you  do th a t for others w h ich  is n ot good for you  

yourself.

F rom  an ger or anim osity do n ot injure your ow n soul.

I n d u s t r y  i s  s t r o n g l y  e n j o i n e d ,  i d l e n e s s  c o n d e m n e d :

B e industrious th at you  m ay be able to  obtain  your w ishes. R ise early th at  

yo u  m a y be able to co n tin u e your work.

P reven t your hands from stealing, yo u r feet from id le sauntering, and your 

m in d  from evil th o u gh ts.

H e  w ho has acquired w ealth  by his g o o d  in d u stry is b y  th a t w ealth  able to  store 

u p  virtue. H e  w h o  leaves n ot his hold  o f  in d u stry becom es illustrious b y  h is good 

lu ck .

H e  w h o  is  a d o -n o th in g fellow  deem s his lu c k  to  be useless on accou nt o f  his 

idleness.

T h e  c o n c l u d i n g  r e m a r k s  o f  t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  b o o k  o f  a d v i c e  a r e  a s  
n o t e w o r t h y  a s  t h e  o p e n i n g  o n e s .  T h e y  r e m i n d  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  m a n ’s  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  a  f u t u r e  l i f e  f o r  d e e d s  d o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  
p r e s e n t  l i f e — a n  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  s h i f t e d  f r o m  o n e  s h o u l d e r



t o  a n o t h e r  b y  v i c a r i o u s  a t o n e m e n t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  p r i e s t l y  f a n c y ,  b u t  m u s t  
n e e d s  b e  b o r n e  b y  e v e r y o n e  f o r  h i m s e l f .  T h e  r e q u i t a l  o f  t h e  s o u l  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e e d s ,  m e a n s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  l a w  o f  K a r m a .

O ver th e lo fty  and illu m in ated  road o f  th e  C h a an vd  b rid ge (w hich is  b o th  for  

th e  pious and th e  sinful), everyon e go es alike, and th ere his sonl is requited accord* 

in g  to  th e  deeds— w h atso ever th e y  b e — th a t h e  h as done in th is  worlds

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  h o p e  w e  h a v e  w r i t t e n  e n o u g h -  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  
r e a d e r  o f  t h e  r a r e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  w o r k  u n d e r  r e v i e w  a n d  t o  i n d u c e  h i m  
t o  r e a d  i t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  T o  o u r  m i n d ,  i t  i s  t h e  m o s t  f a i t h f u l ,  t h e  m o s t  
t r u t h f u l ,  t h e  m o s t  u s e f u l ,  a n d  b y  f a r  t h e  m o s t  c l e a r  a n d  c o n c i s e  e x p o s i 
t i o n  o f  Z o r o a s t r i a n  e t h i c s  n o w  e x t a n t .

S u r a t .  D .

I C i n g m s t i c  J f o i l o t o i n g  J t o c t r i n a l  ( t t h a n g e .
I N  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  “ T h e  I n s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  W o r d , ”  I  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d r a w  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  L u c i f e r  ( O c t . ,  1891)  t o  t h e  f l u c 
t u a t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  L a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t o  t h e  o b s t a c l e  t h i s  o f f e r s  t o  t h e  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e .

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  o n  " T h e  I n s t a b i l i t y  o f  D o c t r i n e ”  ( L u c i f e r , 

M a y ,  1892) ,  I  s o u g h t  t o  s h o w  h o w  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  L a n 
g u a g e  i n d u c e  c h a n g e s  i n  D o c t r i n e  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  i t .

I t  i s  n o w  m y  d e s i r e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  h o w  c h a n g e  i n  a  g i v e n  D o c t r i n e  
r e a c t s  o n  t h e  L a n g u a g e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  u n m o d i f i e d  D o c t r i n e  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  h a n d e d  d o w n .

A  c a r e f u l  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  k o s m o g o n i e s  o f  t h e  b o o k  o f  G e n e s is  

i n  t h e  u n p o i n t e d  H e b r e w  t e x t  c a n  h a r d l y  f a i l  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  a  n a t u r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  “ T h e  C r e a t i o n , ”  
w h i l e  t h e  s e c o n d  t r e a t s  o f  i t  f r o m  a n  e x t r a - n a t u r a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

I t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  w a s ,  i n  e a c h  
i n s t a n c e ,  p i c t o r i a l  i n  f o r m .  T h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  ( b y  
v a p o r i z a t i o n )  o f  t h e  w a t e r s  ( v a p o u r s )  a b o v e  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r s  b e l o w ,  
i n t o  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  a  f i r m a m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e m ,  s u g g e s t s  t h i s .  T h e  
m i s r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  L u m i n a r i e s  ( t h r o u g h  t h e  
g r a d u a l  d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  E a r t h ' s  p r i m a r y  a t m o s p h e r e )  
a n d  o f  t h e  i n c i p i e n c e  o f  s o l a r  q u i c k e n i n g  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  a t  l e n g t h  
p h y s i c a l l y  p r e p a r e d  p l a n e t ,  a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a v e n l y  b o d i e s ,  
c o n f i r m s  t h i s  v i e w .  T h e  l i t e r a l  r e n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  s y m b o l  o f  S p i r i t ,  a s .  
a n  a c t u a l  S e r p e n t ,  p l a c e s  i t  b e y o n d  d o u b t .

T h e  t r a n s f o r m e r  o f  t h e  p i c t o r i a l  i n t o  t h e  i d e o g r a p h i c  s t y l e ,  s u b s e 
q u e n t l y  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  a l p h a b e t i c  f o r m  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  h a n d e d  d o w n  a s



u n p o i n t e d  H e b r e w ,  c o m m e n c e d  h i s  n a r r a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  i d e o g r a p h  B r a -  

s i t  ( r v ©  w i 3 ) ,  “ T o  c r e a t e  a  v e s t u r e , ”  t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  h i s  v i e w  o f  t h e  
m e a n i n g  a n d  a i m  o f  a n  E v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  a r t i s t i c  a c c o u n t  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  
e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  r e p r o d u c e  i n  a  l i n g u i s t i c  f o r m .  B y  E l o h i m  ( d v t S h )  
h e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  E n e r g i e s  a c t i n g ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  i n n a t e  f o r c e s ,  
o n  t h e  E a r t h .  T h e  l a t t e r  h e  n a m e d  A r t s  ( s ' i h ) ,  ” 1  r u n , ”  t o  r e m i n d  t h e  
r e a d e r  t h a t  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  m o t i o n l e s s  p l a n e t  w a s  r e v o l v i n g  i n  s p a c e .  
I t s  p r i m a r y  c o n d i t i o n  h e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  T o h u  v  B o h u  ( ' i ! T O  "i ' i n n ) ,  t h a t  o f  
“ a c t i o n  a n d  r e a c t i o n , ”  g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  a  w a t e r y  g l o b e ,  a s  
y e t  C h o s e c  ( l © n ) ,  “ D e p r i v e d , ”  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  
E l o h i m ,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  T h o m  ( o n n ) ,  t h e  
c h a o t i c a l l y  a c t i n g  m a s s .

T h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h i s  C h a o s ,  a b o u t  t o  b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  K o s m o s ,  
h e  d e s c r i b e s  a s  b l o w n  u p o n  a n d  m o v e d  b y  R u a c h  ( i m ) ,  a  “ B r e a t h ”  o f  
t h e  E l o h i m ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  s t r o n g  w i n d .

T o  h i m  A o r  ( t i h )  w a s  “ F i r e - a c t i o n . ”  B y  t h e  E l o h i m - g i v e n  c o m 
m a n d  “ L e t  f i r e  a c t i o n  b e , ”  h e * d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  
e v o l u t i o n  w a s  v o l c a n i c .

B e t w e e n  t h i s  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  k o s m i c  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h e  c h a o t i c  s t a t e  
t h a t  w a s  t o  b e  o v e r c o m e  b y  i t  h e  h e l d  t h a t  E l o h i m  ( V n a r r )  h a b d i l ,  

“ c a u s e d  a n  a n t a g o n i s m . ”  A n d  t o  m a r k  t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  c o n 
d i t i o n s  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  k o s m i c  a c t i v i t y  Y o m  (DV), “  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a c t i o n , ”  
a n d  t h e  c h a o t i c  s t a t e  L i l a h  ( r f r b ) ,  “ h u n g e r , ”  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n .

T h i s  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  p h a s e  o f  c o o r d i n a t i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  b y  w h i c h  t h e  
c h a o t i c  E a r t h  c o m m e n c e s  i t s  p a s s a g e  t o  t h e  k o s m i c  s t a t e ,  f o r  w h i c h  i t  
i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  h u n g e r i n g ,  h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  A c h a d ( i n n ) ,  “ I  b u r n . ”  
T h i s  u s a g e  a n d  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  i d e o g r a p h  w e r e  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  w h e n  i t  
c a m e  t o  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  s i m p l e  n u m e r a l .

I n  Y o m  ( d v )  h e  l i k e n e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o r  e v o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  e b b i n g  a n d  f l o w i n g  o f  a  t i d e .

T h e  a l t e r n a t i n g  a n d  a n t a g o n i z i n g  s t a g e s  o f  e a c h  c o o r d i n a t i n g  
p h a s e  h e  d e f i n e d  a s  E r e b  “ M i n g l i n g , ”  a n d  B o k e r  ( i p l ) ,  “ C l e a v 
i n g , ”  t o  s h o w  t h a t  e v e r y  s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  w a s  r e i n t e g r a t 
i n g  a n d  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,  l i f e  p r e c e d i n g  d e a t h ,  i t s e l f  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  
r e n e w e d  l i f e .  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  “ I t  w a s  m i n g l i n g  
a n d  i t  w a s  c l e a v i n g ,  t h e  p h a s e ,  I  b u m , ”  t o  “ I t  w a s  e v e n i n g  a n d  i t  w a s  
m o r n i n g ,  d a y  o n e , ”  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r l o o k e d .

T h e  v o l c a n i c  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  p h a s e s .  T h e s e  w e r e  t e r m e d  
T o ld o t  ( n v f f n n ) ,  “ G e n e r a t i o n s , ”  b e c a u s e  e a c h  s p r a n g  f r o m  i t s  p r e d e 

c e s s o r  a n d  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s o r .
O f  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t h e  E a r t h  i s  m a d e  i n  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  

s a y — 2. S n i  (**3© ) ,  “ I t  d i v i d e d  m e ”  ( b y  u p l i f t i n g  t h e  v a p o r o u s  a n d  
g a s e o u s  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ) .  3 .  S l i s i  Q 'V r b w ') , “ w h i c h  s o l i d i f i e d  
m e ”  ( b y  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  a n d  u p h e a v i n g  t h e  d r y  l a n d ) .  4.  R b i h i  ( T P T i ) ,  
“ I t  m a d e  m e  f r u i t f u l ”  ( b y  s o l a r  i n c u b a t i o n ) .  5.  C h a m i s i  ( ' B P o n ) ,  “ I t



e q u i p p e d  m e ”  ( w i t h  i n c i p i e n t  v o l i t i o n a l  l i f e ) .  6.  H a s i s i  ( ' 'B T B T T ) ,  “ I t  
e n l i g h t e n e d  m e "  ( w i t h  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  m a n ) .  7 .  H a s b i h i  ( ' ' j r Q W T ) ,  
“  I t  c a u s e d  m e  t o  o v e r f l o w . "

B e y o n d  t h i s  t h r e e  f u r t h e r  p h a s e s  a r e  s u g g e s t e d ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  
e i g h t h  s a y s ,  S r n o n e h  ( n a o o ) ,  " I t  e n r i c h e t h  m e ”  ( b y  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
t h e  s o u l ) .  T o  w h i c h  t h e  n i n t h  a d d s  T s h  ( J t o n ) ,  “ I t  d e l i v e r e t h  m e ”  
( f r o m  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E n s n a r e r ) .  T o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  
t e n t h ,  w h i c h  c l o s e s  t h e  s e r i e s  w i t h  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  A s r i  C n © H ) ,  “ I t  
b l e s s e t h  m e ”  ( o f  t h e  s o u l ’ s  f i n a l  s t a t e ) .

T h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  “ e n u m e r a t i n g ”  i d e o g r a p h s  c e r t a i n l y  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  w a s  h e l d ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  s o  u s e d ,  t h a t  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  
e v o l u t i o n  w a s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  n i n e  s u c c e s s i v e  p h a s e s  ( o f  w h i c h  t h e  
s e v e n t h ,  e i g h t h  a n d  n i n t h  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  h u m a n  e v o l u t i o n ) ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  
t h e  c o m p l e t e d  v e s t u r e — t h e  p e r s o n a l  s o u l  o f  m a n — e n t e r s  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  
w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h u s  p r e p a r e d .  T h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  s u p p o s e d  w o r d -  
s i g n s  a s  n u m e r a l s  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  o r d e r  o f  s u c c e s 
s i o n  h e r e .  A s  i d e o g r a p h s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  r o o t - i d e a s  a n d  w e r e  u s e d  i n  
t h e  k o s m o g o n y  i n  t h e i r  k o s m o l o g i c a l  s e n s e .  H e n c e  t h e y  s h o w  t h a t ,  
a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  E a r t h  a s  t h a t  o f  a  w a t e r y  g l o b e  
r e v o l v i n g  i n  s p a c e ,  t h e  s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s i v e  p h a s e s  o f  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  w e r e ,  
b y  t h i s  k o s m o g o n y ,  h e l d  t o  h a v e  b e e n :  1 .  C o m b u s t io n . 2. V a p o r i s a 

t i o n  a n d  v o l a t i l i z a t i o n .  3 .  C o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  w i t h  u p h e a v a l  o f  d r y  l a n d  a n d  
i n c i p i e n t  v e g e t a t i o n .  4 .  I n c u b a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a  l u x u r i a n t  v e g e t a b l e  
g r o w t h .  5 .  I n a u g u r a t i o n ,  o f  v o l i t i o n a l  l i f e .  6 .  E n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  p a s s i n g  
t h r o u g h  d e v e l o p i n g  a n i m a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  i t s  c u l m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  h u m a n .
7 .  O v e r f lo w in g ,  i n  “ g o o d ”  a n d  “ e v i l . ”  8. E n r i c h i n g ,  t h r o u g h  m a t e r i a l  
a n d  m o r a l  a d v a n c e .  9 . D e l i v e r i n g ,  f r o m  t h e  s n a r e s  o f  t h e  T e m p o r a l .
10.  M a k i n g  h a p p y , t h r o u g h  t h e  b l i s s  o f  t h e  E t e r n a l .  A n d  t h a t  i t  w a s  
f u r t h e r  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  s i x  p r i m a r y  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  k o s m o g o n y ,  w h i l e  c o n *  
s i d e r e d  a s  c o m p l e t e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  s i m p l y  p r e p a r a t o r y  
t o  t h e  t h r e e  s u c c e e d i n g  p h a s e s ,  t h e n ,  a s  n o w ,  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  p r e 
p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  t e n t h .  A n d  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  p h a s e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
h u m a n  e v o l u t i o n — b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  w o r k  i s  
n o w  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f r e e  w i l l  o f  m a n ,  t h a t  h i s  h u m a n i z a t i o n  m a y  b e  

, s o l e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  u s e s  h e  m a k e s  o f  h i s  p a s s i n g  l i f e — t h a t  E l o h i m  i s  s a i d  
t o  r e s t ,  t o  c e a s e  f r o m  d i r e c t  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  o n  t h e  s e v e n t h  y o m .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  k o s m o g o n y  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  c r e a t e d  h e a v e n  a n d  
e a r t h .  T h e  i d e o g r a p h ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t a k e n  f o r  a  w o r d - s i g n  a n d  r e n 
d e r e d  “ h e a v e n , ”  a s  u s e d  h e r e  s i m p l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  E a r t h ’ s  a t m o s p h e r e ,  
e v o l v e d  b y  e x p a n s i o n  ( H 's 'm 'y a m — D '  D  to  n ) ,  “ t h a t  w h i c h  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  
s e a , ”  f r o m  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r y  g l o b e ,  a n d  c a l l e d  “ H e a v e n ”  b e 
c a u s e  i t  p a s s e d  i n t o  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  e x p a n s e ,  a f t e r w a r d s  s o  
n a m e d .

T h e s e  f o r c e s  h a v i n g  f u n c t i o n a l l y  p r e p a r e d  t h e  E a r t h  f o r  f u r t h e r
a d v a n c e  b y  d i v i d i n g  i t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  f i r e ,  i n t o  i t s  t h r e e  p h y s i o -

s



l o g i c a l  e l e m e n t s ,  W a t e r ,  A i r  a n d  L a n d ,  t h u s  m a k i n g  o f  i t  t h r e e  i n  o n e ,  
p r o c e e d e d  t o  c l o t h e  i t  w i t h  v e r d u r e , ,  a n d  a n i m a t e  i t ,  t h r o u g h  s o l a r  
a c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  e v o l v e d .  A n d  
i t  w a s  o n l y  w h e n  t h e  E a r t h  h a d  b e e n  t h u s  f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i m  t h a t  
t h e y  c r e a t e d  m a n .

E v e r y t h i n g  w a s  m a d e  s u b j e c t  t o  h i m — t o  t h e m ; f o r  m a n  a n d  w o m a n  
w e r e  c r e a t e d  c o e v a l l y  a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a s  s e p a r a t e ,  m u t u a l l y  i n t e r 
d e p e n d e n t  b e i n g s ; a n d  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e  E a r t h  a n d  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  f e e d i n g  
a n i m a l s  w e r e  t o  b e  t h e i r  f o o d — f o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  k o s m o g o n y  t h e  
d i e t  o f  m a n k i n d  w a s  n o t  t o  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  f r u i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s .  T h e y  
w e r e ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t o  i n c r e a s e  a n d  m u l t i p l y  a n d  r e p l e n i s h  t h e  E a r t h .

T h i s  w a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  v i e w  o f  t h o s e  d a y s .  B u t  i t  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l l y  i n c l i n e d .  B y  t h e s e  a  s e c o n d  k o s m o g o n y  w a s  i m a g i n e d .  T h e y  
h e l d  t h a t  m a n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  c r e a t e d  b e i n g .  T h a t  p r e v i o u s  t o  h i s  a d v e n t  
e v e n  v e g e t a t i o n  h a d  n o t  y e t  c o m m e n c e d .  T h a t  J e h o v a h ,  a  p e r s o n i f i e d  
G o d ,  h a v i n g  c r e a t e d  m a n  A d a m ,  o u t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d ,  A d a m a h ,  p l a n t e d  a  
g a r d e n  a n d  p l a c e d  h i m  t h e r e i n  t o  t i l l  i t  a n d  k e e p  i t  a n d  e a t  o f  i t s  f r u i t s ,  
t o  w h i c h  h i s  d i e t  w a s  t h u s  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d .  B u t  h e  w a s  f o r b i d d e n  
t o  e a t  t h e  f r u i t  o f  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i e d  t r e e s .

I n  t h i s  g a r d e n  m a n - w a s  l e f t  f o r  a  t i m e  a l o n e ,  i n  s o l i t a r y  g r a n d e u r .  
B u t  i t  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a n i m a l s  
w e r e  c r e a t e d  a n d  b r o u g h t  t o  h i m ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  s e e k  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  i n  
t h e s e .  B u t  h e  f o u n d  n o n e ,  t h o u g h  h e  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  n a m e d  t h e m ,  a s  
e a c h  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  h i m ,  b y  t h e  e j a c u l a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i n  h i s  s u r p r i s e  a n d  
w o n d e r ,  i t  d r e w  f r o m  h i m — t h e  s a m e  i m p r e s s i o n  a l w a y s  c a l l i n g  f o r t h  
t h e  s a m e  e x c l a m a t i o n  o n  s e e i n g  i t  a g a i n ,  w h i c h  t h u s  b e c a m e  i t s  n a m e .

T h e n  J e h o v a h  c a u s e d  t h e  m a n  t o  f a l l  i n t o  a  d e e p  s l e e p ,  a n d ,  t a k i n g  
o n e  o f  h i s  r i b s  a n d  f a s h i o n i n g  i t  i n t o  a  w o m a n ,  b r o u g h t  h e r  t o  h i m  o n  
h i s  a w a k e n i n g ;  w h e n ,  s p e a k i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a  c o n n e c t e d  u t t e r 
a n c e ,  h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  “ B o n e  o f  m y  b o n e  a n d  f l e s h  o f  m y  f l e s h ,  I  t a k e  
h e r . ”  T h i s  h e  s a i d  n o t  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  h e r  o r i g i n ,  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  i g n o r a n t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  h e  r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  i d e n t i t y  i n  f o r m  
a n d  s e x u a l  a f f i n i t y  t o  h i m s e l f .

T h i s  m a n  a n d  t h i s  w o m a n  t h u s  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e m ,  s a w  n e i t h e r  s i n ,  s h a m e  n o r  i m p u r i t y  
i n  t h e i r  m u t u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t o  w h i c h  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a d d e d ,  
s e e i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e i r  h a p p i n e s s ,  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  
b r o u g h t  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  a n x i e t i e s ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  d a n g e r s  w i t h  i t .

B u t  t h e r e  w a s  O n e  j e a l o u s l y  w a t c h i n g  t h i s  h a p p y  p a i r .  U n e m 
b o d i e d  S p i r i t ,  e n v i o u s  o f  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h i s  
m a n  a n d  t h i s  w o m a n ,  s o u g h t  t o  r e d u c e  i t — t h e m — t o  i t s  o w n  s t a t e .

T h i s  S p i r i t ,  a p p e a r i n g  t o  t h e  w o m a n — n o t  a s  a  s e r p e n t ,  w h i c h  w a s  
t h e  s y m b o l  u s e d  t o  d e n o t e  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  p i c t o r i a l  n a r r a t i v e ,  b u t  i n  a n  
u n r e c o r d e d  f o r m — p r o m i s e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e c o m e  a s  g o d s  i f  t h e y  
f o l l o w e d  i t s  a d v i c e  a n d  y i e l d e d  t o  i t s  s u g g e s t i o n s .  A n d  s o  d o i n g  t h e y



f e l l — f e l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  “ G o o d ”  a n d  “ E v i l ”  t h u s  a c q u i r e d  
— u n d e r  t h e  p o w e r  o f  S p i r i t .

T h i s  f a l l  m a d e  t h e  w o m a n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g ,  m a d e  t h e  
m a n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t o i l ;  m a d e  t h e  m a n ,  t h e  w o m a n ,  a n d  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  
t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  d e a t h ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e i t h e r — t h e  o n e  m a d e  
t w o  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a n d  d u a l i t y  t h u s  i n t r o d u c e d — r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  d i s 
e m b o d i e d  s t a t e ,  t h e  u n e m b o d i e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t  w h i c h  h a d  o c c a 
s i o n e d  i t s  f a l l ,  t h a t ,  b e c o m i n g  o n e  w i t h  t h a t  S p i r i t ,  i t  m i g h t  r e c r u i t  t h e  
e n e r g i e s  t h e r e o f ,  a d d  t o  i t s  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  d e v e l o p  i t s  s p e c i a l  a t t r i 
b u t e s  a n d  p o t e n c i e s  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  o w n  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
a n d  l i f e - d e r i v e d  q u a l i t i e s .

W h e n  t h e s e  k o s m o g o n i e s  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  p i c t o r i a l  t o  t h e  
i d e o g r a p h i c  f o r m ,  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c  s y s t e m  o f  w r i t i n g  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d e 
v i s e d .  I n  i t  e a c h  d i s t i n c t i v e  s i g n  o r  i d e o g r a m  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  p r i m i t i v e  
i d e a ;  f o r  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e  i d e o g r a p h i c  s y s t e m  o f  w r i t i n g  w a s  t h a t  
i t s  i d e o g r a m s  w e r e  n o t  m e r e  a l p h a b e t i c  s i g n s  o r  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  r e p r e s e n t a -  '  
t i v e s — e a c h ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r  r o o t  v o c a l  s o u n d s ,  w i t h  
t h e  p r i m i t i v e  r a d i c a l  i d e a  w h i c h  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  i t ;  a n d ,  s e c o n d a r i ly ,  o f  
t h e  s e v e r a l  m o d u l a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  s o u n d ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f
t h e  i d e a ;  w h i l e  e a c h  i d e o g r a p h ,  o r  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  i d e o g r a m s ,  i n d i c a t e d ___
n o t  a  w o r d - s i g n  o r  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  w r i t t e n  w o r d ,  b u t  a  v o c a l i z e d  a r r a n g e 
m e n t  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  s o u n d s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  i d e a .  I n  a  w o r d ,  
i t  w a s  t o  t h e  v o i c e  w h a t  m u s i c a l  n o t a t i o n  i s  t o  i n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c .

H e n c e  n o  o n e  c o u l d  r e a d  t h e s e  k o s m o g o n i e s  u n t i l  t a u g h t  h o w  t h e y  
w e r e  t o  b e  r e a d .  N o  o n e  c o u l d  i m p a r t  t h e  f u l n e s s  o f  a  d o c t r i n e ,  t h u s  
t r a n s m i t t e d  a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  u n t i l  t h a t  d o c t r i n e  h a d  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  h i m .  A n d  n o  o n e  w h o  h a d  l e a r n t  h o w  
t h e y  w e r e  t o  b e  r e a d ,  a n d  r e a l i z e d  t h e  b e a r i n g s  o f  e i t h e r ,  c o u l d  h a v e  
b r d u g h t  t h e m  t o g e t h e r  a s  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t h e  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r .

T h e y  h a d  e v i d e n t l y  b e e n  l o s t  s i g h t  o f ,  a n d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l  o f  
t h e i r  d i s a p p e a r a n c e ,  t h e  i d e o g r a p h i c  h a d  n o t  m e r e l y  g i v e n  p l a c e  t o  t h e  
a l p h a b e t i c  s y s t e m  o f  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  h a d  b e e n  s u p p l a n t e d  b y  i t  a n d  c o m 
p l e t e l y  o v e r l o o k e d  a n d  f o r g o t t e n .  H e n c e ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d ,  
w h e n e v e r  a n d  h o w e v e r  t h i s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n ,  t h e y  w e r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u p 
p o s e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  a l p h a b e t i c  c h a r a c t e r s ;  a n d  e a c h  i d e o 
g r a p h  w a s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  w o r d - s i g n ,  a n d  h e l d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  w o r d  w h o s e  
m e a n i n g  w a s  s o u g h t  t h r o u g * h  t h e  t h e n  s p o k e n  d i a l e c t  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
t o  w h i c h  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c o n f o r m e d ,  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  i d e a s  
w h i c h  o n l y  t h e  i n s t r u c t e d  r e a d e r  c o u l d  c o r r e c t l y  e x p r e s s .  T h e s e  t h e i r  
i n t e r p r e t e r  n a t u r a l l y  a n d  n e c e s s a r i l y  v o c a l i z e d  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  m o s t  
f a m i l i a r  t o  h i m s e l f  o r  t o  t h o s e  h e  w a s  i n s t r u c t i n g ;  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
t h u s  r e a d i n g  i n  a n y  k n o w n  k i n d r e d  l a n g u a g e  d o c u m e n t s  w r i t t e n  w i t h 
o u t  r e g a r d  t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  f o r m s  o f  s p e e c h  w a s  t e r m e d  “ t h e  g i f t  o f  
t o n g u e s . ”  B u t  n o  s u c h  i n s t r u c t e d  r e a d e r  w a s  p r o c u r a b l e ,  o r  e v e n  
s u s p e c t e d  t o  b e  n e e d e d  w h e n  t h e s e  k o s m o g o n i e s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d .



T h e  a i m  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c  s y s t e m  o f  w r i t i n g  w a s  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  
a n y  s u c h  n e c e s s i t y .  H e n c e  t h e  l e a r n e d  m e n  o f  t h o s e  d a y s  r e a d  t h e  
r e c o v e r e d  w r i t i n g s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  T h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  
n a t u r a l  k o s m o g o n y  w a s  c l o s e d  w i t h  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i d e o 
g r a p h s ,  I H V H  A L H I M — r e a d  b y  t h e m  a s  t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  w r i t t e n  
w o r d s ,  J e h o v a h  E l o h i m — a p p e a r e d .  H e r e  t h e  i d e o g r a p h  r e n d e r e d  
“ J e h o v a h ”  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i d e a  “ c a u s e d  t o  b e ”  i n  t h e  f o r m u l a t e d  
s u m m a r y — “ B y  a  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  f o r m a t i o n s  E l o h i m  c a u s e d  E a r t h  a n d  
H e a v e n  t o  b e . ”  N o t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s ,  t h e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  
i d e o g r a p h s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y  E l o h i m  w i t h  
t h e  p e r s o n a l  G o d  J e h o v a h .  U n d e r  t h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  t h e y  r e a d  t h e  f o r e 
g o i n g  s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  s e n s e — “ I n  t h e  d a y  w h e n  J e h o v a h  E l o h i n i  m a d e  
t h e  E a r t h  a n d  t h e  H e a v e n s ” — a n d  s a w  b y  i t  t h e  s u p p o s e d  s i x  d a y s  o f  
C r e a t i o n  r e d u c e d  t o  o n e .  T h u s  m i s l e d ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  e x t r a 
n a t u r a l  w a s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  k o s m o g o n y ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h i s  
i m p r e s s i o n  a d d e d  E l o h i m  t o  J e h o v a h  i n  r e p r o d u c i n g  i t  i n  t h i s  r e l a t i o n ,  
t o  p u t  t h i s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  b e y o n d  d o u b t .

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r e c o n c e i v e d  v i e w s  o f  a  t e a c h e r ,  w h o  t h u s  
i g n o r a n t l y  a n d  a r b i t r a r i l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  E l o h i m  i n t o  a  p e r s o n a l  g o d  
B r a - S i t  ( a s  B - R a s i t ') ,  m e a n t  “ I n  t h e  ( m o r e  c o r r e c t l y  a )  b e g i n n i n g ” ; 
A  o r ,  “ L i g h t ” ; C h o s e c , “ D a r k n e s s ” ;  Y o r n , “ D a y ” ; L i l a h ,  “ N i g h t ” ; 
E r e b ,  “ E v e n i n g ” ;  B o k e r ,  “ M o r n i n g ” ; R u a c h ,  “ S p i r i t ” ; A c h a d ,  “ O n e ”  
o r  “ F i r s t , ”  a n d  s o  o n .  T h e s e  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  w e r e  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  i d e o g r a p h s  w h e n  a l p h a b e t i c i z e d  c o u l d  
b e  h e l d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  w o r d s  f o r  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c e i v e d  v i e w s ,  
t h e y  o u g h t  t o  s t a n d .  T h e i r  o u t c o m e  w a s  t h e  t u r n i n g  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  
n a r r a t i v e  i n t o  a n  a b s u r d  t r a v e s t y .

T h e  a l p h a b e t i c i z i n g  o f  t h e  i d e o g r a m s  m u s t  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  b e f o r e  
o r  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  b o o k  J e t z i r a h ;  a n d  t h a t  b o o k  
s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  t o  a u t h e n t i c a t e  a n d  g i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  s o  l o n g  a n  u n r e c o g n i z e d  w i t n e s s .

T h e  K a b b a l a h  w a s  a s  y e t  u n d e v e l o p e d .  I t s  m e t h o d s  o f  i n t e r p r e t 
i n g  w e r e  b o r r o w e d  b y  t h e  J e w s  f r o m  E a s t e r n  s o u r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  B a b y 
l o n i a n  c a p t i v i t y .  J e w i s h  m y s t i c i s m  d a t e s  f r o m  t h a t  p e r i o d ;  a n d  s o  
g r e a t l y  w e r e  t h e  J e w i s h  m y s t i c s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e i r  
a d o p t e d  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  t h e y  t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e i r  S c r i p t u r e s  
i n  t h e  C h a l d e e  o r  s q u a r e  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h i n k i n g  t h u s  t o  g i v e  t h e s e  a  s y m 
b o l i c a l  b a s i s .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  a  n u m e r i c a l  v a l u e  t o  t h e i r  a l p h a b e t i c  
l e t t e r s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  m y s t i c a l  s y s t e m s  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e y  h a r 
m o n i z e d  t h e  w h o l e  a s  t h e  K a b b a l a h  b y  w r i t i n g  t h e  t h i r t y - t w o  p a t h s ,  
w h i c h  t h e y  a d d e d  t o  t h e  b o o k  J e t z i r a h  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  b o o k  i n t o  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e i r  r e c e n t l y  e m b r a c e d  m y s t i c a l  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  s e c u r e  f o r  t h e s e  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  i t s  a n t i q u i t y  a n d  a u t h o r i t y — i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  s u c c e s s f u l .

B u t  t h e s e  m y s t i c a l  v i e w s  w e r e  f a r  f r o m  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d .  T h o s e  
w h o  c l u n g  t o  t h e  h i t h e r t o  r e c e i v e d  w a y s  o f  r e a d i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g



t h e  H e b r e w  S c r i p t u r e s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c h a n g i n g  
t h e i r  m e a n i n g  w a s  d u e  t o  t h e  w a n t  o f  v o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p p o s e d  
s y l l a b i c  w o r d s ,  w h o s e  i d e o g r a m s  w e r e  t a k e n  f o r  c o n s o n a n t s ,  a d o p t e d  a  
s y s t e m  o f  v o w e l  s i g n s  a n d  a c c e n t s ,  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  “ p o i n t e d ”  t h e  
i d e o g r a p h s ,  a n d ,  b y  s o  d o i n g ,  c o n v e r t e d  t h e m  i n t o  t h e  w o r d - s i g n s  t h e y  
w e r e  h e l d  t o  b e .

A  p r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  t o  u s e  t h e  H e b r e w  l e t t e r s  ( i d e o 
g r a m s ) ,  A l e p h ,  H e ,  O u a v ,  a n d  J o d  a s  v o w e l s ,  a n d  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  
t h i s  w a y  c a u s e d  m u c h  o f  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v e d  t e x t .

T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  i n f l e c t i n g  i d e o g r a m s  o f  t h e  i d e o g r a p h i c  s y s t e m .  
H e n c e  t h e y  h a d  a  q u a s i - c r e a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  i m p u t e d  t o  t h e m ,  a s  p o t e n 
t i a l  c o n s t r u c t o r s  o f  t h e  i d e o g r a p h s .  A n d  i t  w a s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h i s  
f a c t  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e m  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  C r e a t o r .  B u t  s o  u s e d ,  
t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a  N a m e  b u t  a  S y m b o l .  T h i s  s y m b o l  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
w r i t t e n  I H V A  ( f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  p r o n o u n  H V A ,  “ H e , ”  w a s  d e r i v e d ) ,  
a n d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o u r  i n f l e c t i n g  i d e o g r a m s ;  b u t ,  f o r  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  f i n a l  
A  w a s  c h a n g e d  i n t o  H .  W h e n  t r e a t e d  a s  a  v e r b ,  I H V H ,  a s  i t  
w a s  t h e n  w r i t t e n ,  s i g n i f i e d ,  “ H e  c a u s e d  t o  b e , ”  “ H e  c a u s e s  t o  b e , ”  
“ H e  w i l l  c a u s e  t o  b e ” ;  o r ,  i n  i t s  r a r e r  f o r m ,  A H I H ,  “ I  c a u s e d  t o  
b e , ”  “ I  c a u s e  t o  b e , ”  “ I  s h a l l  c a u s e  t o  b e ” — a s  i n  E x o d u s ,  i i i .  14,  
A H I H  A S R  A H I H ,  w r o n g l y  t r a n s l a t e d ,  “ I  a m  t h a t  I  a m , ”  i n s t e a d  o f ,  
“ I  s h a l l  c a u s e  i t  t o  b e ,  I  w h o  c a u s e  t o  b e , ”  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p r o m i s e  
g i v e n  t h r o u g h  M o s e s  t o  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l .  A n d  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  t o  
p r o n o u n c e  t h e  s y m b o l  I H V H  a s  a  w o r d  w a s  t o  l i m i t  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
e i t h e r  t o  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  t h u s ,  w h e n  u t t e r e d  a s  
t h e  D i v i n e  N a m e ,  i n  s e m b l a n c e  i r r e v e r e n t l y  t o  c i r c u m s c r i b e  t h e  a t t r i 
b u t e s  o f  H i m  w h o m  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d — t h a t  i t  w a s  u n u t t e r a b l e .  E v e n  t h e  
H i g h  P r i e s t ,  w h e n  p a s s i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  v e i l  h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  H o l y  o f  
H o l i e s  o n  t h e  g r e a t  d a y  o f  A t o n e m e n t ,  i n  i n v o k i n g  I H V H  o n l y  i n t o n e d  
t h e  i d e o g r a m s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  i d e o g r a p h  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e d  
u n u t t e r e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  t h i s  N a m e  n e v e r  h a d  a  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  i t s  
o w n ,  t h e  w a y  t o  p r o n o u n c e  i t  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t .

H e n r y  P r a t t , - M . D .

( T o  b e  c o n c l u d e d .)

d H t a m a  f r o m  t h t  | ) a t o n - ^ C a t r t ) .
T H E  R E T U R N  O F  T H E  W I S D O M  R E L I G I O N .

I T  i s  a  n o t a b l e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a p i d i t y  o f  c y c l i c  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e  
w i d e s p r e a d  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  a w a k e n i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  k e y  t o  

t h e  M y s t e r y  L a n g u a g e  g i v e n  o u t  j u s t  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o  i n  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c -  

t r i n e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  a n  a c c e p t e d  f a c t  o f  o f f i c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e x t s .



“ A l l  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e c o r d s , ”  s a y s  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  ( I .  310) ,  “ w e r e  
w r i t t e n  i n  a  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  w a s  u n i v e r s a l ,  a n d  k n o w n  t o  a l l  n a t i o n s  
a l i k e  i n  o l d  d a y s ,  b u t  w h i c h  i s  n o w  i n t e l l i g i b l e  o n l y  t o  t h e  f e w .  L i k e  
t h e  A r a b i c  f i g u r e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  p l a i n  t o  a  m a n  o f  e v e r y  n a t i o n ,  a l l  t h e  
w o r d s  o f  t h a t  m y s t e r y  l a n g u a g e  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  t o  e a c h  m a n  
o f  w h a t e v e r  n a t i o n a l i t y .0 A  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i s  d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  
C h i n e s e  w r i t i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  u s e  t h e  s a m e  
c h a r a c t e r ,  w h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  t h e i r  s p o k e n  l a n g u a g e ;  t h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  
C h i n e s e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  s y m b o l s  o r  i d e o g r a m s ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  a  
t h o u g h t ,  a n d  n o t  o f  a  s o u n d .

C o m p a r e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  M r .  W .  M .  
A d a m s ,  f o r m e r l y  f e l l o w  o f  N e w  C o l l e g e ,  a t  a  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  l e c 
t u r e  i n  O x f o r d  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a g o .  S o m e  m o n t h s  b e f o r e ,  M r .  A d a m s  h a d  
p o i n t e d  o u t  a t  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y  o f  L i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  a  
n u m b e r  o f  r e s e m b l a n c e s  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  h i e r a t i c  o r  p r i e s t l y  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  A n c i e n t  E g y p t  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  G r e e k ,  H e b r e w ,  A r a b i c ,  
B a s q u e ,  S a n s k r i t ,  R u n i c ,  a n d  o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  p h o n e t i c  
v a l u e s  d i f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .

“ F o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u n d , ”  s a y s  t h e  A c a d e m y ,  i n  a  n o t e  
o n  M r .  A d a m s *  l e c t u r e — “ f o r  i n  t h e  l e c t u r e r ’ s  v i e w  t h e  s o u n d  v a r i e s ,  
a n d  n o t  t h e  l e t t e r — M r .  A d a m s  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  a c c o u n t  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  b u t  
s i n c e  t h e n  h e  h a s  f o l l o w e d  u p  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  l a i d  d o w n  b y  C h a m p o l l i o n ,  
a n d  c l a i m s  n o w  t o  h a v e  m a d e  s u c h  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  a s  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  a l p h a b e t i c  v a l u e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h a t  i l l u s t r i o u s  d i s c o v e r e r ,  
e v e r y  h i e r a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  w a s  t h e  c i p h e r  o f  a n  o b j e c t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  h i e r o g l y p h i c  p i c t u r e ,  a n d  d e r i v e d  i t s  p h o n e t i c  v a l u e  
f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  s o u n d  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h a t  
h i e r o g l y p h .  A n d  M r .  A d a m s  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  t r a n s 
f e r e n c e  i s  o b t a i n e d  b y  o b s e r v i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o u n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  a n y  
c h a r a c t e r  i n  a  n o n - E g y p t i a n  a l p h a b e t  i s  t h e  i n i t i a l  s o u n d  i n  t h e  v e r 
n a c u l a r  n a m e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  h i e r o g l y p h ,  
e x c e p t  i n  a  f e w  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  v a l u e  i s  r e t a i n e d .  T h i s  
p r i n c i p l e ,  o r  ‘ l a w  o f  t r a n s v o c a l i z a t i o n , ’ M r .  A d a m s  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  a  
g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  e x a m p l e s  t a k e n  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  a l p h a b e t s . ”

T h i s  “ d i s c o v e r y ”  o f  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  m y s t e r y  l a n g u a g e ,  e x p l a i n e d  
m o s t  f u l l y  i n  t h e  S c c r e t  D o c t r i n e , c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  a  w a r n i n g .  A  t r a n s 
l a t o r ,  h o w e v e r  l e a r n e d ,  c a n  n e v e r  p r o d u c e  a  t r u e  v e r s i o n  o f  a  r e a l  
s a c r e d  b o o k  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  m y s t e r y  l a n g u a g e  u n l e s s  h e  h a s  f u l l y  m a s 
t e r e d  t h i s  k e y ,  a n d  h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  m e r e l y  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  s o u n d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  b o r n e  i n  
m i n d  b y  n o v i c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  g r e a t  E a s t e r n  r e l i g i o n s ,  w h o ,  o n  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  a  m e r e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u n d s ,  a r e  o f t e n  t o o  r e a d y  t o



c o n d e m n  t h e  s a c r e d  b o o k s ,  a s  s o  m u c h  m e a n i n g l e s s  n o n s e n s e .  T h e  
t h o u g h t  o f  t h e s e  a n c i e n t  t r e a t i s e s  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  b e  r e v e a l e d ;  b u t  t h e  
s h a l l o w  m i n d s  t h a t  a r e  t o o  r e a d y  t o  c o n d e m n  b e f o r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i l l  
h a v e  n o  p a r t  i n  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n .

T h e  k e y  i s  n e a r e s t  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  t h e  h i e r a t i c  r e c o r d s  o f  E g y p t ,  t h e  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  
S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .  T a k e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  
t e a c h i n g  o n  d e a t h ,  i n  t h e  A s i a t i c  Q u a r t e r l y  ( O c t . ,  1892,  p .  378) .  “ A s  
f a r  a s  w e  c a n  a t  p r e s e n t  u n d e r s t a n d  E g y p t i a n  m e t a p h y s i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  
a s  t o  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  s o u l  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  i t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t ,  i n  t h e i r  i d e a s ,  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  v i t a l  s p a r k  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r o 
d u c e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e c o n o m y ,  f o r  t h e  s o u l  
t h e r e u p o n  b e c a m e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  p a r t s ,  o n e  t h e  B a  o r  s o u l  p r o p e r ,  
w h i c h  w e n t  a w a y  t o  A m e n t i ,  t h e  n e t h e r  w o r l d ,  a t  s u n s e t  o n  t h e  
d a y  o f  d e a t h ,  g e n e r a l l y  b e i n g  s u p p o s e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  j o u r n e y  i n  
t h e  f o r m  o f  a  h u m a n - h e a d e d  b i r d ;  a n d  t h e  K a ,  o r  s h a d e ,  w h i c h  e i t h e r  
r e m a i n e d  f o r  e v e r  o n  e a r t h  n e a r  t h e  m u m m y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i n  t h e  t o m b ,  
o r ,  i f  i t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  r e j o i n  t h e  B a ,  w a s  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  
a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  e a r t h  b e s i d e  t h e  c o r p s e .  T h e  o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
s p i r i t  w e r e  t h e  s h a d e  K h a i b i t ,  a n d  t h e  l u m i n o u s  s p i r i t  K h o u ,  a n d  s o m e 
t i m e s  a  s o r t  o f  c o m p o s i t e  s p i r i t  i s  d e l i n e a t e d  u n i t i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  o f  a l l  
f o u r .  T h e  e a r t h - d w e l l i n g  g h o s t ,  o r  K a ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e p r e 
s e n t e d  t o  a n  E g y p t i a n  m i n d  a s  a n  e x a c t  b u t  e t h e r e a l  a n d  i n v i s i b l e  
c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d ,  a n d  i t  w a s  t o  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  d o u b l e  o f  t h e  
d e f u n c t  t h a t  t h e  s e p u l c h r a l  w o r s h i p  w a s  a d d r e s s e d , ”  a n d  n o t  t o  t h e  
s o u l ,  o r  B a .

*  *  ♦
T o  t h i s  i s  a d d e d  a  n o t e  f u l l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t ,  i n  

t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r s ,  M .  M a s p e r o  a n d  M r .  F l i n d e r s  
P e t r i e ,  t h e  P h a r a o h s  h a d  a  K a  s p i r i t  ( “ e t h e r e a l  a n d  i n v i s i b l e  c o u n t e r 
p a r t ” )  w h i l e  a l i v e  o n  e a r t h ,  a u d  t h a t  t h e  c a r t o u c h e  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  K a  

n a m e .  C o n s i d e r a b l e  l i g h t  w i l l  b e  s h e d  o n  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h i s  r e m a r k 
a b l e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  o n  
t h e  k i n g - h i e r o p h a n t s  o f  A n c i e n t  E g y p t .

*  # *
T h u s  t h e  W i s d o m  R e l i g i o n  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  l i g h t  o f  d a y .  I t  w i l l  b e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  i r o n y  o f  d e s t i n y  i f  t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
w o r k  o f  o u t s i d e r s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n a b i l i t y -  o f  T h e o s o p h i s t s  t o  g r a s p  
f i r m l y  a n d  a d e q u a t e l y  u s e  t h e  n u m b e r l e s s  k e y s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l a v i s h l y  
g i v e n  t o  t h e m .

C .  J .



^ S e a t i n g  o f  J t t a i t
[A  lectu re read before»the H yderabad T h eo so p h ical S o ciety, 16th O ct., 1891.3 

I K E  m a n y  E n g l i s h  w o r d s ,  t h e  w o r d  d e s t i n y  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h
w o r d ,  l e  d e s t i n  o r  l a  d e s t i n ie % w h i c h  i n  i t s  t u r n  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  

I ^ a t i n  d e - s t i n o ,  G r e e k  h i s t a n o ,  a n d  S a n s k r i t  s t A a n a m ,  m e a n i n g  s o m e 
t h i n g  s e t  f a s t ,  f ix e d \  o r  a p p o in t e d .  D e s t i n y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  d e r i v a t i o n ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  m e a n s ,  a  s t a t e  o r  c o n d i t io n  f i x e d  o r  a p p o in t e d \  o r  p r e d e t e r m in e d .  

N o w ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  s t a t e  o r  c o n d i t i o n  f i x e d  a n d  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  m a n  ?  W e  
w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  b e t t e r  i f  w e  t a k e  o n e  o r  t w o  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f r o m  
n a t u r a l  o b j e c t s .

W h a t  i s  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  a  t r e e ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  s t a t e  o r  c o n d i t i o n  
w h i c h  i t  m u s t  u n a v o i d a b l y  p a s s  t h r o u g h ?  I t  i s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l .  a  r o o t ,  t h e n  
a  t i n y  l i t t l e  p l a n t ,  t h e n  a s  i t  g r o w s  i n  s i z e  a n d  h e i g h t  i t  p u t s  f o r t h  
l e a v e s  a n d  b r a n c h e s ,  a n d  a t  l a s t  b l o o m s ,  b e a r s  f r u i t  a n d  f a d e s .  W h a t  i s  
t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  a n  a n i m a l ?  I t  i s  c o n c e i v e d ,  i t  i s  b o r n ,  i t  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s t a g e s  o f  i n f a n c y ,  y o u t h ,  a d u l t  l i f e ,  m a t u r i t y  a n d  o l d  a g e ,  a n d  t h e n  
i t  d i e s .  D u r i n g  a l l  t h e s e  s t a g e s  i t  p e r f o r m s  c e r t a i n  v e g e t a t i v e  a n d  
a n i m a l  f u n c t i o n s  o f  n u t r i t i o n  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  
o w n  t e m p e r a m e n t  a n d  h a b i t s .

W h e n  a n  a n i m a l  h a s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s ,  a n d  
p e r f o r m e d  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  t h e  
d e s t i n y  o f  i t s  l i f e .

N o w ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  ?  T h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  i s  t o  w e e p ,  
s a y s  a  f a m o u s  G e r m a n  p h i l o s o p h e r  ( D a s  S c h i c k s a l  d e s  M e n s c h e n  i s t  z u  

w e i n e n ) .  W h i l e  h i s  G a l l i c  n e i g h b o u r  a n d  f r i e n d  v e r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
s a y s :  L e  d e s t i n  d e  I 'k o m m e , c 'e s t  d e  i e n n u y e r  ( t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  i s  t o  
f e e l  e n n u i — t h a t  f e e l i n g  o f  t e d io u s n e s s  t h a t  c o m e s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  a l l  
m e n  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h i g h l y  c i v i l i z e d  m e n ) .

C o m i n g  n e a r e r  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  m o t t o  o f  a  w e l l -  
k n o w n  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h e r  w a s :  “ E a t ,  d r i n k ,  a n d  b e  m e r r y ,  f o r  t o 
m o r r o w  w e  d i e ! ”  W h i l e  i t  i s  q u i t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  a n d  
t h e  B u d d h i s t s  t o  s a y :  T h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  i s ,  J a n m a ,  j a r a ,  m r i t y u ,  a n d  
p u n a t j a n m a ,  i . e . ,  b i r t h ,  d i s e a s e  a n d  o l d  a g e ,  d e a t h  a n d  r e - b i r t h .  I t  
w o u l d  b e  e a s y  t o  a d d  t o  t h e s e  q u o t a t i o n s  a n d  s h o w  h o w  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h e  
d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  h a s  b e e n  c o n c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
a n d  b y  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  t h e  s a m e  r a c e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  
t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  a b o v e  s a y i n g s ,  e v e n  w h e n  w o r d e d  i n  a  c y n i c a l  o r  
h u m o r o u s  w a y ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g r a i n  o f  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  t r u t h  i s  
t o  b e  f o u n d  o n l y  b y  c o m b i n i n g  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  L i k e  
t h e  b l i n d  m a n  a n d  t h e  e l e p h a n t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f o r m  a n  i m a g e  o f  t h e



w h o l e  a n i m a l  o n l y  b y  p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l i m b s  a n d  
o r g a n s  w h i c h  t h e  b l i n d  m a n  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  f e l t  o n e  b y  o n e .  T h u s ,  t h e  
d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  i s  t o  b e  b o r n ,  t o  e a t ,  d r i n k  a n d  l a u g h ,  a l s o  t o  w e e p  n o w  
a n d  t h e n ,  t o  f e e l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  e n n u i  o f  l i f e ,  t o  b e  i l l ,  t o  b e  o l d ,  t o  
d i e  a n d  t o  g o  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d .  B u t  i s  t h i s  a l l ?  H a s  m a n  n o  h i g h e r  
d e s t i n y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h a n  t h e  b r u t e  c r e a t i o n  b e l o w  h i m ?  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  h e  i s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  o n  a  p a r  w i t h  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a l s .  
I s  h e  t h e n  a l s o  d e s t i n e d  l i k e  t h e m ,  " t o  l i v e ,  p r o p a g a t e ,  a n d  r o t ” ; 
o r  h a s  h e  h i g h e r  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  n o b l e r  f a c u l t i e s ,  w h i c h  p o i n t  t o  a  
h i g h e r  d e s t i n y  a n d  a  n o b l e r  g o a l ?  I s  h e  m e r e l y  l i k e  t h e  b e a s t  o f  t h e  
f i e l d  t h a t  p e r i s h e t h ,  o r  h a s  h e  i n  h i m  " t h o u g h t s  t h a t  b u r n ,  a n d  w o r d s  
t h a t  b r e a t h e / '  a n d  " d e e p ,  s e a r c h i n g  e y e s  t h a t  w a n d e r  t h r o u g h  e t e r n i t y ”  ?  
T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  h e  p e r f o r m s  a l l  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  
t h e  a n i m a l  l i f e ,  b u t  h e  d o e s  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e .  H e  i s  a  t r e e ,  h e  i s  a n  
a n i m a l ,  b u t  h e  i s  a  g o o d  c } e a l  m o r e .  T h e r e  i s  a  s o m e t h in g  w h i c h  m a k e s  
h i m  g e n u s  h o m o ,  n o t  m e r e l y  a  t w o - l e g g e d  a n i m a l  w i t h o u t  f e a t h e r s ,  b u t  
a s  t h e  p o e t  h a s  f i n e l y  p u t  i t ,  t h e  p a r a g o n  o f  a n i m a l s  | n d  t h e  c r o w n  o f  
c r e a t i o n .  I t  i s  t h i s  s o m e t h in g  t h a t  h a s  e n d o w e d  h i m  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
f o r m i n g  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t s ,  a n d  o f  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e m  i n  d e f i n i t e ,  a r t i c u 
l a t e  w o r d s .  I t  i s  t h i s  s o m e t h in g  w h i c h  m a k e s  h i m  t h e  e v e r - p r o g r e s s i v e  
b e i n g  t h a t  h e  i s ,  a s c e n d i n g  t h e .  l a d d e r  o f  p r o g r e s s  a n d  p e r f e c t i o n  
t h r o u g h  a e o n s  a n d  c y c l e s  o f  i m m e a s u r a b l e  t i m e .  A n d  w h a t  i s  t h i s  
s o m e t h in g — t h i s  f a c t o r  s u p e r - a d d e d ,  w h i c h  g i v e s  h i m  s u c h  a n  i n c a l 
c u l a b l e  s t a r t  o v e r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n ?  I t  i s  t h e  S o u l — t h e  S p i r i t —  
t h e  B u d d h i  o f  t h e  H i n d u s  a n d  t h e  B u d d h i s t s .  M i n d ,  y o u  m u s t  n o t  
c o n f o u n d  i t  w i t h  m e r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  a l w a y s  
i n t i m a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  t h e  b r a i n -  
s u b s t a n c e ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  s o  a b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  m y  e s t e e m e d  t e a c h e r ,  
P r o f .  W u n d ,  a n d  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  s c h o o l .  N o ,  i t .  i s  s o m e t h i n g  d e e p e r  a n d  
h i g h e r  s t i l l .  I t  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  V e m u n f t  o i  t h e  G e r m a n s  ( a s  c o n t r a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  V e r s t a n d ,  o r  m e r e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ) ,  w h i c h  M a x  M u l l e r ,  
i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w o r d ,  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  t h e  h i g h e r  
r e a s o n — t h e  h i g h e r  r e a s o n ,  a s  K a n t  w o u l d  h a v e  s a i d ,  t h a t  a s s u r e s  m a n  
o f  G o d ,  c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  i m m o r t a l i t y . .  I t  i s  t h i s  V e m u n f t  t h a t  a l l i e s  
m a n  t o  t h e  a n g e l s ,  a s  h i s  l o w e r  a p p e t i t e s  t i e  h i m  d o w n  t o  t h e  b e a s t s .  
T h i s  i d e a  h a s  b e e n  s o  w e l l  e x p r e s s e d  b y  a  P e r s i a n  p o e t  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  
f o r b e a r  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  o f  q u o t i n g  i t :

Adatnzdda turfi-tndjun as/,
Azf/rishta stvisht 0 6z haiw&n ;
'G a r kunad matlin, shavadbad ozin;
'G a r kunad maildn, shavad beh ozdn.

M an is a strange com poun d—

M ade up, as he is, o f  th e  an gel and th e  beast;

In clin ed  to  th e  la tter  (the beast) he becom es worse th an  th e beast;

In clin e d  to  th e  form er (the angel) h e  becom es b etter th an  th e  an gel.



A s  m a n  i s  s u c h  a  s t r a n g e  c o m p o u n d — a s  h e  i s  n e i t h e r  a n  a n g e l  n o r  
a  b e a s t ,  b u t  a  s t r a n g e  m i x t u r e  o f  b o t h — a  d u a l i t y  w i t h  t w o  n a t u r e s  
r u n n i n g  o n e  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  o n e  p o i n t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  s k i e s ,  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  t o w a r d s  t h i s  e a r t h ,  h i s  d e s t i n y ,  I  t a k e  i t ,  m u s t  c o n s e q u e n t l y  b e  t o  
c u l t i v a t e  h i s  a n g e l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  a n i m a l  n a t u r e ,  e a c h  i n  d u e  p r o p o r 
t i o n ,  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  f a c u l t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  p h y s i c a l  p o w e r s ,  h i s  i n t u i t i o n s  
a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  s e n s a t i o n s ,  o r ,  t o  p u t  i t  i n  o u r  o r d i n a r y  l a n g u a g e ,  h i s  
m i n d  ( I  u s e  t h e  w o r d  i n  t h e  w i d e s t  s e n s e )  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  b o d y .  T h u s  
a l o n e  i s  h e  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  t h u s  t o  a t t a i n  t h a t  
h a r m o n y  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  t o  w h i c h  h e  i s  e n t i t l e d ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
b e a u t i f u l  i d e a  o f  G o d  w h i c h  w e  c a l l  h u m a n  n a t u r e .

H i t h e r t o  I  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  m a n  i n  a  g e n e r a l  w a y .  
T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e s t i n y  w h i c h  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  
a c h i e v e  f o r  h i m s e l f .  B e s i d e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  i d e a l  w h i c h  w e  m u s t  a l l  
a t t a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e a l  w h i c h  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  t r y  t o  
r e a l i z e  i n  h i s  o w n  l i f e .  T o  e v e r y  m a n ,  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  i s  b o r n ,  i s  p r o 
p o s e d  t h e  s a m e  o l d  r i d d l e ,  a n d  h e  m u s t  b e  h i s  o w n  C E d i p u s  o r  d i e .  
N a t u r e  a n d  L i f e  a r e  q u i t e  f r e s h  t o  e v e r y  m a n ,  a n d  h e  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e m  b o t h  i n  h i s  o w n  w a y .

T h i s  s e n s e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n d i v i d u a l  d e s t i n y  i s  s t r o n g e s t  i n  t h o s e  
m e n  o f  d e e p e r  i n t u i t i o n s  a n d  l a r g e r  b r a i n s ,  w h o m  w e  c a l l  m e n  o f  g e t i t u s .  

I t  t a k e s  t h e m  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  e v e n  t h e y  a r e  f u l l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e i r  
d e s t i n y ,  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  i n  l i f e ,  a s  t h e y  c a l l  i t .  M i l t o n  w a s  n o  l e s s  t h a n  
t h i r t y - t h r e e  b e f o r e  h e  s p e a k s  o f  a  w o r k  h e  i s  d e s t i n e d  t o  p r o d u c e ,  
w h i c h  t h e  w o r l d  w i l l  n o t  l e t  w i l l i n g l y  d i e .  G o e t h e  w a s  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  
w h e n  h e  g o t  w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  a  N e w  L i f e  ( c i n  n e u e s  L e b e n ) .  S o c r a t e s  
w a s  o n l y  a n  e m b r y o  p h i l o s o p h e r  u n t i l  f o r t y ,  w h i l e  M a h o m e t  d i d  n o t  
a n n o u n c e  h i s  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  t i l l  t h a t  a g e .

B u t  w h e n  s u c h  m e n  h a v e  o n c e  r e a l i z e d  t h e i r  d e s t i n y  o r  m i s s i o n ,  
t h e y  a c h i e v e  r e s u l t s  w h i c h  a r e  l i t t l e  s h o r t  o f  t h e  m a r v e l l o u s .

T h i s  s e n s e  o f  d e s t i n y  i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k s  t h a t  
h a v e  m o v e d  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  w a s  t h i s  s e n s e  o f  d e s t i n y  w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  
t h e  w o r d s  o f  J e s u s ,  w h e n  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  P i l a t e :  “ T o  t h i s  e n d  w a s  I  
b o r n ,  a n d  f o r  t h i s  I  c a m e  t o  t h i s  w o r l d ,  t h a t  I  m a y  b e  a  w i t n e s s  u n t o  
T r u t h .  E v e r y o n e  t h a t  i s  o f  t h e  T r u t h  h e a r e t h  m y  v o i c e ! ”

N i s h i  R a n t  a  C h a t t o p a d h y a y a .

'■» ■ I <390* • ---------------

T im e .— E x iste n ce  and non-existence, pleasure and pain, all have T im e for their  
root. T im e createth all thin gs, and T im e destroyeth all creatures. It is T im e  that 
burnetii creatures, and T im e  th a t extin gu ish eth  th e fire. A ll states, th e good  and 
th e evil, in th e  three worlds, are caused by T im e. T im e  cu tteth  short a l lth in g s  
atld createth them  anew. T im e alone is aw ake w hen  all th in gs are asleep; indeed, 
T im e is incapable o f  b ein g overcom e. T im e passeth over all th in gs w ithout being  
retarded. K n o w in g  as thou dost th at all th in gs past and future, and all that exist 
at th e  present m om ent, are th e offsprings o f  T im e, it  behoveth thee not to abandon  
th y  reason.— M a h & b h & r a ta , A d i Parva, $ i.



' E h i s  i s  ( E n o u g h  t o  f i n o t o .
S u ch  is th e  L a w  w h ich  m oves to  righteousness,

W h ic h  n one a t la st can turn  aside or stay;

T h e  h eart o f  it  is  L o ve , th e  en d o f  it  

Is  P eace and C o n su m m atio n  sw eet. O bey.

— L i g h t  o f  A s i a .

A F T E R  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  d o u b t ,  t o  f i n d  a t  l a s t  t h e  s u p r e m e  
T R U T H  o f  e t e r n a l  v e r i t i e s — w h a t  i s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  w h o l e  r a n g e  o f  

t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  o u r  m o r t a l  t e r r e s t r i a l  l i f e  w h i c h  c a n  e q u a l  
t h a t  m o m e n t  o f  t r i u m p h ?

W e l l  a n d  n o b l y  h a s  S i r  E d w i n  A r n o l d  p u t  i n t o  v e r s e  t h a t  t r i u m p h  
o f  t h e  L o r d  B u d d h a .  A f t e r  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  w e a r y ,  l o n e l y  s t r i f e ,  i n  
s e a r c h  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s e c r e t  w h i c h  s h o u l d  s a v e  m a n k i n d ;  s o  t h a t  a t  l a s t ,  
w o r n  o u t  i n .  b o d y ,  u n t i l

S carce th a t leaf,

F lu tte r in g  so d ry  and w ith ered  to  h is feet 

F ro m  o ff th e  s&l*branch, bore less likeness  

O f  sp rin g's  soft green ery th an  h e  o f  him  

W h o  w as th e p rin cely  flow er o f  all his land.

A f t e r  s u c h  t o i l  a n d  s t r i f e  a s  t h a t  c a m e  a t  l a s t  t h e  g r e a t  d a y  o f  t r i u m p h ,  
t h e  h o u r  o f  t h e  f i n a l  i n i t i a t i o n .

L o ! th e Dawn  

S p ran g  w ith  B u d d h ’s v icto ry! l o ! in th e B ast  

F la m ed  th e  first fires o f  beauteous day, poured forth  

T h ro u g h  fleetin g  folds o f  N ig h t ’s b la ck  draper}'.

• » • • •  • • •

T h e n  h e arose— radiant, rejoicing, stron g—

Beneath th e  tree, an d liftin g  h igh  his vo ice  

S p ak e this, in h earin g o f  all T im e s and W o rld s:—

M a n y  a  h o u s e  o f  l i f e  

H a t h  h e ld  m e — s e e k in g  e v e r  h im  w h o  w r o u g h t  

T h e s e  p r is o n s  o f  t h e  se n s e s , s o r r o w -fr a u g h t;

S o r e  w a s  m y  c e a s e le s s  s t r i f e !

B u t  n o w ,

T h o u  B u ild e r  o f  t h is  T a b e r n a c le —  T h o u  !

I  k n o w  T h e e !  N e v e r  s h a lt  th o u  b u ild  a g a in  

T h e s e  W a lls  o f  P a in ,

N o r  r a is e  th e  r o o f  tr e e  o f  d e c e its , n o r  la y  

F r e s h  r a fte r s  o n  th e  c la y ;

B r o k e n  T h y  H o u s e  is , a n d  t h e  r id g e -p o le  s p l i t !

D e lu s io n  f a s h io n e d  i t !

S a f e  p a s s  I  th e n c e — d e liv e r a n c e  to  o b ta in .



T o  e a c h  o n e  o f  u s  p i l g r i m s  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  o f  M d y d  t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e  
m o r e  p r e c i o u s  t h a n  g o l d .  F o r ,  a s  B u d d h a  c o n q u e r e d ,  s o  s h a l l  w e  
f i n a l l y  c o n q u e r ;  n a y ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  v i c t o r y  w e  h a v e  c o n q u e r e d  a l r e a d y .  
I t  i s  h e  w h o  h a s  r e v e a l e d  t h e  g r e a t  s e c r e t  o f  o u r  b e i n g ,  w h o  h a s  s h o w n  
u s  t h e  g r e a t  i l l u s i o n  w h i c h  f a s h i o n s  t h i s  h o u s e  o f  l i f e ;  s o  t h a t  n o w —  
t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  s t i l l  t o  g a i n  o u r  f i n a l  i n i t i a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  s t i l l  
t o  f i g h t  a n d  c o n q u e r  o u r  l o w e r  n a t u r e — w e  d o  n o t  s t r i v e  i n  u t t e r  d a r k *  
n e s s  a n d  h o p e l e s s n e s s .  W e  h a v e  p l a n t e d  o u r  f e e t  o n  t h e  b e d - r o c k ,  a n d  
t h o u g h  w e  s t a n d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  i l l u s i o n s ,  t h o u g h  a r o u n d  u s  o n  e v e r y  
s i d e  a r e  t h e  d e l u d i n g  f o r m s  w h i c h  K a m a  c a l l s  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  w e  a r e  
n o  l o n g e r  i l l u s i o n i z e d  b y  t h e s e  c h e a t s  o f  s e n s e s ,  n o r  c a r r i e d  a w a y  o n  t h a t  
“ m i g h t y  w h i r l i n g  w h e e l  o f  s t r i f e  a n d  s t r e s s  w h i c h  n o n e  c a n  s t a y  o r  
s t e m . ”

F o r  t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h  w h i c h  B u d d h a  t a u g h t ,  t h e  g r e a t  t r u t h  w h i c h  
c a n  s e t  u s  f r e e  i s  t h i s :  “  Y e  a r e  n o t  b o u n d

T h e r e  i s  o n e  t h i n g  w h i c h  o u r  s o u l  p r i z e s  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i t  i s —  
f r e e d o m .  G i v e  t o  m a n  f r e e d o m — o n  a l l  t h e  p l a n e s  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e —  
a n d  y o u  h a v e  e f f e c t e d  h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  A n d  t h i s  i s  s o  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  
i n h e r e n t  d i v i n e  n a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e  c a n  o n l y  b e  
o b t a i n e d  w h e n  t h a t  i s  r e a l i z e d .  A n y t h i n g  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  d i v i n e  i s  
b o u n d ,  c o n d i t i o n e d ,  t r a n s i t o r y ,  f i n i t e .

B u t  w h e n  m a n  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  h e  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e ,  t h a t  h i s  r e a l  
E g o  i s  n o t  t h a t  h e l p l e s s  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  f o r  a  b r i e f  t i m e  o n  
t h i s  p l a n e  o f  i l l u s i o n s ;  w h e n  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  h o w  t h i s  b o d y  o f  p a i n  
h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d ,  a n d  h o w  h e  m a y  p a s s  s a f e l y  t h e n c e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  
e t e r n a l  p e a c e ,  t h e n  h e  g a i n s  r e l e a s e ,  t h e n  c o m e s  f r e e d o m ,  t h e n  h e  p l a c e s  
h i s  f e e t  o n  t h e  P A T H ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  b y  f e w  o r  m a n y  s t a g e s  h e  s h a l l  
f i n a l l y  r e a c h  t h e  g o a l  o f  N i r v & n a .

B u t ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  w e  a r e  u n d e r  t h e  s w a y  o f  K a r m a .  A r e  w e  n o t  
s t i l l  b o u n d ?  s o m e  w i l l  a s k .  W h e r e  i s  t h e  b o a s t e d  f r e e d o m ;  h a v e  w e  
n o t  s t i l l  t o  s u f f e r  a n d  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h i s  w o r l d ,  t h r o u g h  m a n y  i n c a r n a 
t i o n s ,  d o i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  w e  w o u l d  n o t  d o ,  l i v i n g  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  
w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o u r  f r e e  c h o i c e ?

Y e s ,  w e  r e p l y ,  a l l  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  T R U T H  h a s  s e t  u s  f r e e .  
F o r  f r e e d o m  d o e s  n o t  c o n s i s t  i n  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  t o i l ,  o r  e v e n  f r o m  
s u f f e r i n g .  F r e e d o m  i s  n o t  o f  t h e  o u t w a r d  b u t j  o f  t h e  i n w a r d .  T h e r e  
a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  m a n  g i v e s  h i s  l a b o u r  u n w i l l i n g l y ,  g r u d g 
i n g l y ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  h e  f e e l s  h i m s e l f  a  s l a v e ;  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  
u n d e r  w h i c h  h e  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  s a m e  l a b o u r ,  n a y ,  a  h u n d r e d f o l d  m o r e ,  
w i t h  j o y  a n d  f r e e d o m .

F r e e d o m  c o n s i s t s  i n  c o n s c i o u s ,  w i l l i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n .  A n d  s o  w e  
a r e  n o t  f r e e  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  l e a r n t  t h e  l a w  o f  o u r  b e i n g ,  a n d  h a v e  b e c o m e  
a  c o n s c i o u s ,  W i l l i n g  c o d p e r a t o r  w i t h  t h a t  l a w ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  d i v i n e  
p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e .

N o  l o n g e r  d o  w e  c u r s e  o u r  f a t e ,  o r  d a s h  a n d  b e a t  o u r s e l v e s  a g a i n s t



t h o s e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  o u r  p r i s o n  b a r s .  
B e h o l d ,  t h o s e  v e r y  b a r s  t h e m s e l v e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  o u r  
h a n d s  w h e r e b y  w e  w o r k  w i t h  d i v i n i t y  t o w a r d s  t h a t  f i n a l  c o n s u m m a t i o n  
w h i c h  s t i l l  l i e s  b e y o n d  o u r  k e n .  T h e r e f o r e  w e  s a y :  “ T h i s  i s  e n o u g h  
t o  k n o w . ”  T h e  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e  w e  c a n n o t  s o l v e .

T h e  M o st H ig h  Seer th a t is in  h igh e st heaven,

H e  k n o w s it—-or p erchance even  H e  kn o w s n o t

A n d  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h a t  A b s o l u t e  l i e s  m a n y  a n d  m a n y  a  v e i l .

V e il after veil w ill lift— b u t there m ust be  

V e il upon v e il behind.

Y e t  e v e n  i n  t h i s ,  i n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s  a n d  e x 
p a n s i o n ,  w e  f i n d  o u r  t r u e  f r e e d o m .

W h o  i s  t h e r e  w h o  w o u l d  a s k  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  w i t h  i n f i n i t e  t i m e  t o  w o r k  t h e m  o u t ?

T h e r e f o r e  w e  s a y  a g a i n — " t h i s  i s  e n o u g h  t o  k n o w . ”
W e  a r e  n o t  b o u n d .  W e  a r e  f r e e .  W e  a r e  S o n s  o f  t h e  G o d s .  

P r o d i g a l  S o n s  i t  i s  t r u e ,  w h o  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  o u r  d i v i n e  h e r i t a g e ,  h a v e  
j o u r n e y e d  t o  a  f a r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  s p e n t  o u r  s u b s t a n c e  i n  t h e  i l l u s i v e  f i e l d s  
o f  s e n s e  l i f e .  A n d  n o w  h a v i n g  p e r c h a n c e  t o u c h e d  t h e  l o w e s t  d e p t h s  o f  
“ m a t t e r , ”  w e  h a v e  “ c o m e  t o  o u r s e l v e s , ”  a n d  t u r n e d  o u r  s t e p s  o n c e  
m o r e  t o w a r d s  t h e  l a n d  o f  o u r  b i r t h .

B u t  h o w  d o  w e  k n o w  t h i s ?  s o m e  m a y  a s k .  I s  n o t  a l l  t h i s  a s  m u c h  
a  g u e s s  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  o f  l i f e ?  I s  n o t  t h i s  a s  m u c h  a  
m a t t e r  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e l i g i o u s  f o r m s  a n d  c r e e d s  
i n  w h i c h  m e n  f i n d  r e f u g e  a n d  c o n s o l a t i o n ?

N o ,  w e  r e p l y .  F o r  t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  i t  i s  t h a t  i t  s e t s  y o u  f r e e  
f r o m  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  a l l  c r e e d s .  E v e r y  m a n  w h o  h a s  a  r e l i g i o n ,  w h o  
f i x e s  h i s  f a i t h  o n  s o m e  o n e  s p e c i a l  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  i s  b o u n d  b y  t h a t  
f o r m ,  a n d  i s  n o t  f r e e .  B u t  t h e  T R U T H  s e t s  y o u  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  f o r m s  
a n d  a l l  f o r m u l a r i e s .  I t  i s  R e l i g i o n  i t s e l f ,  a n d  n o t  a  r e l i g i o n .

T h e  m e r e  r e l i g i o n i s t  c a n n o t  g r a s p  t h i s  t r u t h ,  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  
m e r e  m a t e r i a l i s t .  B u t  o n c e  t h e  i n n e r  s e n s e  h a s  a w a k e n e d ,  o n c e  t h e  
i n n e r  s i g h t  h a s  s e e n  t h i s  t r u t h ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a n y  f e a r  o f  i l l u s i o n  
o r  d e c e p t i o n .  T h a t  w h i c h  p a s s e s  f o r  r e l i g i o n  n o w - a - d a y s  d o e s  n o t  
m a k e  m a n  f r e e .  T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  o u r  c h u r c h e s  d e g r a d e s  m a n  i n  e v e r y  
w a y ,  b y  a r b i t r a r i l y  s e p a r a t i n g  h i m  f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  f r o m  G o d .  
T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  f r e e d o m  i s  s e l f - r e s p e c t  a n d  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  o u r  n a t u r e .  I  d o  n o t  f e e l  m y s e l f  t o  b e  f r e e  i f  m y  c o n 
s c i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o n l y  c o m m e n c e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  a .d . 18— . 

T h e  p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  P r o d i g a l  S o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  m e  i f  t h a t  b e  s o .  I  
a m  n o t  “ f a l l e n ”  i f  m y  b e i n g  c o m m e n c e d  t h e n ,  n e i t h e r  a m  I  m a d e  i n  
t h e  “ i m a g e  a n d  l i k e n e s s  o f  G o d . ”  F o r  t h a t  w h i c h  b e g i n s  i n  t i m e  m u s t  
e n d  i n  t i m e ;  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  b o r n  o f  m a t t e r  m u s t  p e r i s h  w i t h  m a t t e r .  I f  
I  a m  a n  i m m o r t a l  s p i r i t u a l  b e i n g ,  t h e n  I  h a v e  b e h i n d  m e  a n  i l l i m i t a b l e



p a s t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b e f o r e  m e  a n  i l l i m i t a b l e  f u t u r e .  N a y ,  e v e n  h e r e  I  p e r 
c e i v e  a  d e e p e r  t r u t h — t h a t  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  a r e  n o t  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
m y  t r u e  E g o .

T h e  v e r y  f o r m  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  w h i c h  I  p e r 
c e i v e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  m y  p a s t  h i s t o r y .  H o w  t h i n k  y o u  c o u l d  I  p e r c e i v e  
a u g h t  o f  t h i s ,  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  m y  o w n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  
e v o l v e d  t h r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e ?  T h e r e f o r e ,  i s  “ m a n ”  s a i d  t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  
i n  h i s  e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  l o w e r  k i n g d o m s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  h a v i n g  t h r o w n  a s i d e  a l l  f o r m s  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  I  h a v e  t h e r e b y  
f o u n d  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .  F o r  w h a t  i s  r e l i g i o n  ( r c - l i g o )  b u t  t h a t  w h i c h  
“ b i n d s  b a c k ”  t h e  s o u l  t o  i t s  p a r e n t  s o u r c e ?

A n d  h e  w h o  k n o w s  t h i s ,  h e  w h o  h a s  l e a r n t  t h e  L a w ,  a n d  g i v e s  i t  
w i l l i n g  o b e d i e n c e ,  i s  i n d e e d  f r e e .  A l l  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  h a v e  
b e c o m e  h i s .  H e  h a s  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  a  p o w e r  w h i c h  n a u g h t  c a n  s h a k e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  r o a d  b e  d i f f i c u l t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  P a t h  w i n d s  
u p h i l l  a l l  t h e  w a y ,  t h e r e  i s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  p o w e r  w i t h i n  f o r  a l l  t h e  t r i a l s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  b e  m a n y  a n d  t h e  t i m e  b e  l o n g ,  w e  
h a v e  t h r o w n  a s i d e  t h a t  f e v e r i s h  u n r e s t  w h i c h  w a s  d e s t r o y i n g  o u r  l i f e ;  
b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  l e a r n t  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  e n o u g h  t o  k n o w  t o  g i v e  u s  t h e  
p e a c e  w e  n e e d e d .

F o r  t h a t  p e a c e  w e  h a v e  f o u n d  i s  n o t  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  “ N o t  a s  t h e  
w o r l d  g i v e t h ,  g i v e  I  u n t o  y o u . ”  T h e  p e a c e  t h a t  b e l o n g s  t o  o u r  r e a l  
n a t u r e  i s  n o t  o f  t h e  o u t e r ,  b u t  o f  t h e  i n n e r .  I t  c a n  o n l y  b e  r e a c h e d  a s  
w e  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  o u r  r e a l  b e i n g  i s  a b o v e  a n d  b e y o n d  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  
t i m e  a n d  s p a c e ;  t h a t  i t  l o o k s  d o w n  u p o n  c y c l e s  w i t h i n  c y c l e s  o f  p h e 
n o m e n a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  i n  c e a s e l e s s  c o n t e m p l a t i o n .  “ L e a r n  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  
E t e r n a l . ”  Y o u  m a y  l i v e  t h e r e ,  a n d  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  b e  a  c o - w o r k e r  i n  
t h i s  p h e n o m e n a l  w o r l d .  D e v o t i o n  i s  f o u n d  b o t h  i n  a c t i o u  a n d  i n  i n 
a c t i o n .

T h u s  “ w i t h  m e d i t a t i o n  f i x e d  u p o n  t h e  H i g h e r  S e l f , ”  w e  “ r e s o l v e  
t o  f i g h t ”  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  o u r  p e r s o n a l  l i f e ,  “ w i t h o u t  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  d e v o i d  
o f  e g o t i s m ,  a n d  f r e e  f r o m  a n g u i s h . ”

B v  desirin g w h at is p e rfectly  good, even w hen  w e d o n 't q u ite k n o w  w h a t it  is 

and ca n n o t do w h at w e w ould, w e are part o f  th e d ivin e pow er again st e vil; widen* 

in g  th e  s k ir ts o f  ligh t, and m a k in g  th e  stru ggle  w ith  darkness narrower.— G b o r g b  

E l i o t  (M id d le m a r c h ).

H im  the T h re e  W orlds in ruin should not shake.

M e n a s .



( E o m a p o n b t n c t .
T H E  I N D I A N  D I S C U S .

W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  M r .  G o p a l a c h a r l u ’ s  a r t i c l e ,  n o t i c e d  i n  L u c i f e r , 
p a g e  260,  i t  m a y  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s ,  c h a k r a ,  o r  q u o i t ,  w a s  u s e d  a s  
a  w e a p o n  b y  t h e  G h o o r k a  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  S i k h s  a t  t h e  
b a t t l e  o f  S o b r a o n  i n  1846. A  r e l a t i v e ,  w h o  w a s  p r e s e n t ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
q u o i t s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d ,  w h e n  n o t  i n  u s e ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  h e a d - d r e s s  o f  t h e  
s o l d i e r ,  w h o  n o w  w e a r s ,  u n d e r  a  d i f f e r e n t  f l a g ,  a  E u r o p e a n  c o s t u m e .  
T h e  o u t e r  e d g e s  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  s h a r p ,  a n d  t h e  w e a p o n  r e q u i r e d  e x 
t r e m e  s k i l l  b o t h  t o  h o l d  i t  a n d  t o  t h r o w  i t .  T h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  d i v i n e  
w e a p o n  t o  o u r  d a y  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  t o  T h e o s o p h i s t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
e t h n o g r a p h y .

C .  C a r t e r  B l a k e , F . T . S .

H e b i e t o s .
T H E  G O L D E N  S T A I R S .1

M i n d f u l  o f  W i s d o m ’ s  p l a i n  s t a t e m e n t ,  “ T h o s e  t h a t  s e e k  m e  e a r l y  
s h a l l  f i n d  m e , ”  M r .  W a i t e  h a s  e m b o d i e d  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  c l u s t e r  o f  f a i r y  
t a l e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  m u c h  o f  t l i e  o c c u l t  l o r e  t h a t  h e  h a s  o m i t t e d  t o  r e v e a l  
i n  h i s  o t h e r  w o r k s .  T h e s e  t a l e s  a r e  s e t  i n  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  m a y  w e l l  
c o m m e n d  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  c a r e l e s s  c h i l d  a s  m e r e l y  i m a g i n a t i v e ,  b u t  w h i c h  
w i l l  a w a k e  i n  “ c h i l d r e n  o f  a  l a r g e r  g r o w t h ”  s u n d r y  c o r r o b o r a t i v e  
e c h o e s  f r o m  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h o u g h  s i m i l a r  i n  i t s  
s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  m o r e  p r e t e n t i o u s  w o r k s ,  t h i s  
l i t t l e  b o o k  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  u n s a t i s f y i n g  i n a s m u c h  a s  i t  r e a l l y  c o n t a i n s  
o c c u l t  t e a c h i n g .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  a  t h o u g h t f u l  c h i l d  m a y  f i n d  i n  i t  a  
s y m p a t h e t i c  n o t e  t o  h i s  o w n  e a r l i e s t  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  b i d  h i m  t a k e  o n  
t h e  g r e a t n e s s  a n d  n o t  t h e  l i t t l e n e s s  o f  m e n .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d ,  t h i r d ,  a n d  
a l l  o t h e r  p l a c e s  t h e  b o o k  s h a p e s  a  t h o u g h t  t h a n  w h i c h  T h e o s o p h y  h a s  
n o  h i g h e r ,  v i z . ,  w o n d e r - s e e k e r s  w i l l  f i n d  n o t h i n g ;  b u t  l o v e r s  o f  d u t y  
a n d  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  i n  r e n o u n c i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h a p p i n e s s  t h a t  c l a s h e s  
w i t h  t h e  s m a l l e s t  d u t y ,  w i l l  w i e l d  a  g r e a t e r  p o w e r  t h a n  h e  w h o  o w n s  a  
g o l d e n  c i t y .  F r o m  a  T h e o s o p h i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t  t h e  G o ld e n  S t a i r s  i s  
u s e f u l  i n  t h a t  w h i l e  i t  o b s c u r e s  n o t h i n g  b y  a  v a i n  p r e t e n c e  t o  a  d e t a i l e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  m a g i c ,  y e t  i t  s p a r k l e s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e  w i t h  a  r a y  o f  o c c u l t  
t r u t h .  I t  m a y  b e  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  t h o u g h t f u l  
c h i l d r e n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  a l l  T h e o s o p h i c a l  
a n d  o c c u l t  d o c t r i n e s ,  v i z . ,  g e n e r o u s  t h o u g h t  f o r  a l l  t h a t  l i v e s ,  a n d  
u n s w e r v i n g  o b e d i e n c e  t o  o n e ’ s  I d e a l ,  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  n o  h e a r t  c a n  l i g h t  
t h e  m i n d  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  o f  t r u t h .  R .  H r .

T H E  M A R R I A G E  O F  T H E  S O U L *

T h i s  p o e m ,  a n d  t h e  m i n o r  o n e s  w h i c h  m a k e  u p  t h e  v o l u m e ,  g i v e s  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  E s o t e r i c  P h i l o s o p h y  w i t h  g o o d  
e f f e c t .  I n  h i s  p r e f a c e  M r .  S c o t t - E U i o t  s p e a k s  o f  t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  a s  t h e  
“ o n e  t h i n g  c a p a b l e  o f  r e d e e m i n g  h u m a n i t y  f r o m  t h e  a b y s s  o f  m a t e r i a l -

* By Arthur Edward Waite. Theosophical Publishing Society, 7, Duke Street, Strand.
1 T h e M a rria g e o f  th e S o u l a n d  oth er Poem s. B y  W. Scott-EUiot. Kegran Paul, Trench and Co.



i s m . "  H i s  v e r s e  i s  o f  v e r y  u n e q u a l  m e r i t .  S o m e t i m e s  i t  s c a r c e l y  r i s e s  
a b o v e  d o g g r e l  a s  i n  t h e  j e r k y  l i n e s  f r o m  t h e  p o e m  “ T o  D e s i r e ” :

O n th e  p ath w a y o f  th y  con tem plation  
L e t eyelid s an a feet never tire,
S e l f s  lost in th e true concentration,
T h y  s ig h t rings th e  k n e ll o f  Desire.

I n  t h e  “ M a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  S o u l ”  h o w e v e r ,  M r .  E l l i o t  a d o p t s  a  m o r e  
d i g n i f i e d  m e t r e ,  a n d  a s  h e  f o l l o w s  t h e  s t r i v i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  s e l f  i n  
i t s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  a n d  I m m o r t a l  S e l f ,  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n  b e c o m e s  
m o r e  w o r t h y  o f  t h e  t h e m e .  H e  t h u s  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s t r u g g l e : —

H o w  can w e slay  the brood o f  m onsters teem in g?
W here are th e  w eapons th at are sure to  k ill ?

F irst is to  k n o w  th e real from th e  seem ing,
T h e n  th e  o m n ip o ten t and G o d lik e  W ill.

F irst is to  know , b u t hard is w isdom 's w in n in g,
Price o f  th a t pearl m eans loss o f  lesser thin gs,

W ill to  attain  tn e  T ru th  is th e  begin n in g,
T h o u g h  th e  attain m en t pain an d sorrow brings.

T h e n ,  a f t e r  t h e  l o n e l y  p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  D a r k  V a l l e y  h a s  b e e n  
s a f e l y  m a d e  a n d  “ t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  ' t h e  C h r i s t '  i s  r e a c h e d , ”  m a n  i s  
s h o w n  a s  “  s e r v i c e  a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  t o  a l l  m e n  g i v i n g ”  a n d  w e a r i n g  “ t h e  
g a r m e n t  o f  t h e  P e r f e c t  L i f e  I ”

T h e  p o e m ,  t h o u g h  s l i g h t  i n  f o r m ,  i s  w o r t h y  o f  a  c a r e f u l  p e r u s a l .
E .  K .

T H E  S E V E N  D E A D L Y  S I N S .1

T h i s  d r a m a t i c  p o e m  h a s  f o r m e d  t h e  t e x t  o f  a  c a n t a t a  s e t  t o  m u s i c  
b y  A l b e r t  G o l d s c h m i d t  o f  V i e n n a ;  b u t  a s  o n l y  p o r t i o n s  o f  i t  w e r e  u s e d ,  
t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  t h o u g h t  w e l l  t o  r e p u b l i s h  i t  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  T h e  p l a y  
c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  a c t s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  a c t  t h e  s o l e  p e r s o n a g e s  a r e  t h e  P n n c e  
o f  D a r k n e s s  a n d  d e m o n s ,  e a c h  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  d e a d l y  
s i n s .  T h e y  a r e  s u m m o n e d  b y  t h e i r  m a s t e r  t o  c o m p e t e  f o r  a  c r o w n  t o  
b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  o n e  w h o  c a n  c o r r u p t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f  m o r t a l s  o n  
e a r t h .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  a c t  t h e  d e m o n s  s e t  t o  w o r k ,  e a c h  i n  h i s  s p e c i a l  
m a n n e r  t e m p t i n g  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  o f  m e n .  S l o t h  b e g i n s  a n d  i s  f o l l o w e d  
b y  P r i d e ,  E n v y  a n d  t h e  r e s t  i n  d u e  o r d e r ,  t h e  p a s s i o n s  o f  m a n k i n d  i n 
c r e a s i n g  i n  f u r y  w i t h  e a c h  a t t a c k ,  u n t i l  t h e y  c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  w h o l e s a l e  m u r d e r .  T h e  p r i z e  i s  a w a r d e d  t o  S l o t h ,  t h e  
p r i m a r y  i n s t i g a t o r  o r  r a t h e r  t h e  o n e  w h o  g a v e  o c c a s i o n  t o  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s ; 
t h e  j u d g m e n t  i s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  v e r d i c t  o f  D r .  W a t t s ,  w h o  s a y s  
t h a t  S a t a n  f i n d s  m i s c h i e f  f o r  t h e  i d l e .

A f t e r  a l l  o r d e r  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  t h e  e a r t h  m a d e  d e s o l a t e  a n d  m e n  a r e  
s u n k  i n  m i s e r y ,  c o m e s  t h e  p o e t  a n d  s i n g s  o f  l i g h t ,  b e a u t y ,  f a i t h  a n d  
h o p e ; t h e  p a s s i o n s  o f  m e n  a r e  c a l m e d ,  r e a s o n  a n d  l o v e  r e v i v e ,  a n d  t h e  
d e m o n s  s l i n k  a w a y  i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  T h e  i d e a  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  o n e  a n d  
i s  w o r k e d  o u t  w i t h  m u c h  s k i l l .  E .  K .

S H E O L  v e r s u s  H A D E S . *
#

M r . P e l l s  h a s  b r o u g h t  a  g r e a t  m a s s  o f  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  
t e x t s  f r o m  v a r i o u s  e d i t i o n s  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B i d i e  a n d  t h e  
o p i n i o n s  o f  l e a r n e d  B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s  t o  p r o v e  t h e  c o r r e c t  m e a n i n g  o f  
t h e  w o r d  S h e o l .  I t  i s ,  h e  s a y s ,  i n  m a n y  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  S e p t u a g i n t  
i n c o r r e c t l y  r e n d e r e d  b y  H a d e s ,  w h i c h  a g a i n  i s  i m p r o p e r l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n  
m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h  w o r d  h e l l ,  w h e n  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s i m p l y  
g r a v e  o r  s e p u lc h r e .  T h i s  h a s  g i v e n  r i s e  t o  m u c h  m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  
d o c t r i n e ,  f a l s e  t e a c h i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s t a t e s  a f t e r  d e a t h ,  a n d  t o  t h e

i D ie  sieben Tods&nden. A poem by Robert Hamerling. Hamburg.
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c a l v i n i s t i c  h o r r o r s  t a u g h t  b y  S p u r g e o n ,  M o o d y ,  e t  h o c  g e n u s  o t n n e .  

E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t o r s  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  n e w  R e v i s i o n i s t s  h a v e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  P e l l s ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  b y  a t t a c h i n g  t o  t h e  
w o r d  H a d e s  w h a t  h e  c a l l s  t h e  "  P a g a n  i d e a , ”  i . e . ,  t h a t  i t  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  
a b o d e  o f  d e p a r t e d  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  p r o c e e d s  t o  s h o w  t h a t  n o  s u c h  b e l i e f  
e x i s t e d  a m o n g  t h e  H e b r e w s .  " T h e  s e c t  o f  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  
h a v e  b e l i e v e d  i n  a  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  H i m  
w h o  i s  t h e  * R e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  L i f e . ’ "  I n  f a c t ,  h e  t h i n k s  t h a t  a  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  s o u l  w a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  " a n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  
o r  H a d e s ,  o r  p u r g a t o r y ,  f o r m e d  n o  p a r t  o f  G o d ’ s  r e v e l a t i o n . ”  T h e r e  i s  
n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  H e b r e w  S c r i p t u r e s  t o  w a r r a n t  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  
o f  t h e  s o u l .  W h e n  m a n  d i e d ,  h e  w e n t  d o w n  t o  t h e  g r a v e ,  o r  p i t ,  o r  
S h e o l ,  w h e n c e  h e  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  o r  r i s e  a g a i n .  T h e r e  w a s  a  ‘ ‘ g r e a t  
j j u l f  f i x e d  b e t w e e n  l i f e  a n d  d e a t h . ”  S h e o l  m e a n t  o b l i v i o n ,  a n d  i s  u s e d  
i n  t h i s  s e n s e  b y  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s ,  b y  D a v i d  a n d  b y  t h e  P r o p h e t s .  I t  d i d  
n o t  m e a n  a  p l a c e  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  b u t  o f  e x t i n c t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  M r .  
P e l l s  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  o f  S t .  P a u l ’ s  t e a c h i n g  w a s  t h a t  
e t e r n a l  l i f e  w a s  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d  t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  " A s  i n  A d a m  
a l l  d i e ,  e v e n  s o  i n  C h r i s t  s h a l l  a l l  b e  m a d e  a l i v e . ”  C h r i s t ’ s  o w n  r e s u r 
r e c t i o n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  f r u i t s  o f  t h a t  n e w  d o c t r i n e ,  a n d  i s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
d e p a r t u r e  f o r  a l l  S t .  P a u l ’ s  s u b s e q u e n t  t e a c h i n g ;  " f o r , ”  s a y s  t h e  
A p o s t l e ,  " i f  C h r i s t  b e  n o t  r i s e n ,  t h e n  i s  o u r  p r e a c h i n g  v a i n , ”  a n d  b e f o r e  
t h e  J e w i s h  c o u n c i l  h e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t o u c h i n g  t h e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  t h e  d e a d  

h e  w a s  c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t i o n .  P r e v i o u s  t o  C h r i s t ’ s  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e r e  w a s  n o t  o n l y  n o  b e l i e f  i n  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  
M r .  P e l l s ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  i m m o r t a l i t y .  A n d  i n  t h i s  o u r  a u t h o r  
r e j o i c e s  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  s c i e n c e ;  a n d  i s  n o t  h i s  
b o o k  p r e f a c e d  b y  a  l e t t e r  a n d  n o t e s  b y  P r o f e s s o r  G .  S t o k e s ,  t h e n  P r e s i 
d e n t  o f  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y ?  T h e  s t u d y  o f  a l l  t h e s e  l a b o r i o u s  p r o o f s  
( f o r  g r e a t  c r e d i t  i s  d u e  t o  M r .  P e l l s  i n  m a r s h a l l i n g  h i s  e v i d e n c e  t h r o u g h  
m o r e  t h a n  200 p a g e s )  i s  s p a r e d  t o  t h e  T h e o s o p h i s t  w h o  h a s  l e a r n e d  
t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  r a c e s  o f  m e n  h a d  n o  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  
y e t  e n d o w e d  w i t h  o r  p o s s e s s e d  b y  t h a t  d i v i n e  s p i r i t ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  w h i c h  
t h e y  c o u l d  w i n  a n  e n d u r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  t h u s  b e c o m e  i m m o r t a l .

I n  o n e  d e t a i l  M r .  P e l l s  i s  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  H e  c o n 
s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e  s o u l  i n  a n i m a l s  a n d  i n  m a n  i s  t h e  s a m e ,  a n d  i s  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  l i f e - b l o o d ;  h e n c e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  M o s e s  t h a t  t h e  b l o o d  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  e a t e n  w i t h  t h e  f l e s h  o f  t h e  a n i m a l ,  f o r  t h e  b l o o d  i s  t h e  
l i f e  ( n e p h e s h )  t h e r e o f .  I s a i a h  u s e d  t h e  s a m e  w o r d  w h e n  s p e a k i n g  o f  t h e  
l i f e  o f  t h e  f o r e s t ,  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  w o r l d ,  a n d  o f  m a n .  W h e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  
c o m e s  t o  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  s o u l  a n d  s p i r i t ,  w h i c h  h e  d e c l a r e s  t o  
b e  i d e n t i c a l ,  M r .  P e l l s  g e t s  o f f  t h e  l i n e ,  a s  h e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
C h r i s t i a n  d o e s ,  b y  s a y i n g  " t h e  s p i r i t  r e t u r n s  t o  G o d  w h o  g a v e  i t ” ;  i f  
s o ,  s a y s  M r .  P e l l s ,  t h e  b a d  g o  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g o o d ,  f o r  t h e  w i c k e d  h a v e  
a l s o  s p i r i t .

I n  t h i s  f o g  w e  l e a v e  h i m .  N e i t h e r  d o  w e  s e e  a n y  w a y  o u t  o f  i t  
u n t i l ,  u n d e r  t h e .  l i g h t  o f  T h e o s o p h y ,  w e  a r e  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p r i n c i p l e s  i n  m a n  a n d  t h e i r  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n s ,  a n d  a r e  t h u s  a b l e  t o  g r a s p  
t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  i m m o r t a l i t y  i s  i n  o n e  s e n s e  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d ,  a n d  i n  
a n o t h e r  i s  c o n d i t i o n a l  o n  m a n ’ s  e f f o r t s  i n  e a c h  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  t o  w i n  t h a t  
i n c r e a s e  o r  i n t e n s i f y i n g  o f  c o n s c i o u s  d i v i n e  l i f e ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  t h e  
r e w a r d  o f  h i s  o w n  u p w a r d  e n d e a v o u r  a n d  h i s  o w n  f a i t h f u l  s t r i v i n g .

E .  K .
F I A T  L U X .1

T h i s  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  e s s a y s  o n  M e n ,  M a n n e r s ,  M a t r i m o n y ,  a n d  v a r i o u s -  
s o c i a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  s u b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D i v i n e  I n c a r n a t i o n s ,  M i r a c l e s ,

l B y  “ Phitosophas.”



G o d ,  a n d  D e v i l .  T h e  t e n d e n c y  i s  r a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  n o t  t o  s a y  i c o n o c l a s t i c ,  
a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  m y s t i c a l  e v e n t s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m o r e  
m i r a c u l o u s  t h a n  t h e  " m i r a c l e . ”  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  S t .  P a u l ’ s  c o n v e r s i o n  i s  
e x p l a i n e d  b y  h i s  h a v i n g  h a d  a  “ f i t , ”  o r  “ h a l l u c i n a t i o n , ”  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  
h e  h i m s e l f  s p e a k s  o f  h a v i n g  b e e n  i n  a  “ t r a n c e . ”  " P h i l o s o p h u s ”  
s h o u l d  s t u d y  p s y c h i c  p h e n o m e n a  a n d  l e a r n  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  
s o u l  b e f o r e  h e  t h u s  l i g h t l y  d i s m i s s e s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n o t  o b v i o u s  t o  t h e  o u t 
w a r d  s e n s e s  a s  f o o l i s h n e s s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h i s  b o o k  m u c h  
s o u n d  s e n s e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  l e s s  d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t s ,  a n d  i t  c l o s e s  w i t h  s o m e  
p o e m s  w h i c h  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  m e r i t .

E .  K .

A N I M A L S ’ R I G H T S .1

I n  a  b o o k  o f  s o m e  160 p a g e s  M r .  H e n r y  S .  S a l t  a r g u e s  a n d  p l e a d s  
f o r  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  A n i m a l s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r k  t h e r e  i s  n o  s i n g l e  
t r a c e  o f  w h o l e s a l e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c u s t o m s  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c 
t i c e s  w h i c h  e n t a i l  s u f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  a n i m a l  c r e a t i o n  e v e n  w h i l e  s e r v i n g ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y  o r  p r o s p e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  s u p p o s e d  n e e d s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e .  
A l l  M r .  S a l t ' s  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  s e a r c h i n g ,  c r i t i c a l ,  a n d  c o n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  
o n l y  c o n d e m n a t o r y  o f  p r e v a i l i n g  a b u s e s  u p o n  t h e  l o g i c a l  g r o u n d s  o f  
t h e i r  d o u b l e  i n v a s i o n  o f  A n i m a l s ’ R i g h t s  a n d  H u m a n  P r i v i l e g e s .

E x c u s i n g  h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  “ a n i m a l ”  a s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  m a r k  
f o r  c r e a t u r e s  o t h e r  t h a n  h u m a n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a l l a 
c i o u s  u s e  o f  s u c h  t e r m s  a s  “ d u m b  a n i m a l s , ”  “ b r u t e  b e a s t s , ”  e t c . ,  a s  
t h e  f i r s t  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  t h a t  r a c e  o f  b e i n g s ;  f o r  n o t  o n l y  
a r e  t h e y  n a t u r a l l y  g i f t e d  w i t h  l a n g u a g e  a n d  r e a s o n  o f  t h e i r  o w n  o r d e r ,  
s u i t e d  t o  a l l  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  b u t  t h e  c l a i m  t o  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  
t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  d o e s  n o t  u n i f o r m l y  l i e  i n  t h e  s u p e r i o r ,  o r  e v e n  t h e  
r i g h t ,  u s e  o f  t h o s e  f a c u l t i e s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  i n  c o m m o n .

O n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  A n i m a l s ’ 
R i g h t s  i s  t h a t  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  
d e s t i n y  o f  m e n  a n d  a n i m a l s .

A m o n g  th e m a n y hu m an e m ovem ents o f  th e  present age, none is m ore signifi* 
ca n t th an  th e g ro w in g  in clin ation , noticeable both  in scientific circles and in reli
gious, to  believe th at m an k in d  and th e low er an im als h ave th e same d estin y  before 
th em , w h eth er th a t d estin y be for im m o rtality  or for an n ihilation .

W h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  a n i m a l  e n f r a n 
c h i s e m e n t  a r e  i m m e n s e — y e t  o n l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  t h o s e  
s y m p a t h i e s  w h i c h  a l o n e  c a n  r a i s e  h u m a n i t y  t o  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  l e v e l — t h e  
a u t h o r  t a k e s  t h e  o p t i m i s t i c  y e t  s a f e  g r o u n d  o f  a l l  p a s t  r e f o r m s  a n d  
l i b e r a t i n g  m o v e m e n t s ,  s h o w i n g  t h a t —

W h en  once th e sense o f  affinity is aw akened, th e  k n ell o f  tyran n y is sounded, 
and th e  u ltim a te  concession o f  “ r ig h ts ”  is sim p ly  a m atter o f  tim e.

T h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  r e q u i r i n g ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  o u t s e t  o f  a  r e f o r m  s o  g r e a t  a s  
t h i s  n i u s i  be w h e n  completed, a  full u e l a i l  o f  the m e a n s  t o  b e  a d o p t e d  
a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  l o o k e d  f o r  i n  t h e  e n d ,  r e c e i v e s  i t s  a n s w e r ;  
a n d  q u e s t i o n s  o f  d r e s s  a n d  f o o d  r e f o r m ,  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  a g a i n s t  a n i m a l  
e n c r o a c h m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  “ b o g i e s ”  o f  s e n i l e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s t s  a n d  i n 
t e r e s t e d  p a r t i z a n s  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  a  f r a n k ,  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  s p i r i t ,  
w i t h o u t  s h i r k i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  c o n c e s s i o n  o f  A n i m a l s ’ R i g h t s  w i l l  
m e a n  t h e  g i v i n g  u p  b y  u s  o f  m a n y  a n  i l l - g o t t e n  l u x u r y .

M r .  S a l t  d o e s  n o t  s p a r e  t h e  f a l l a c i o u s  l o g i c  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e e k  t o  
e x c u s e  v i v i s e c t i o n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  f u t u r e  u t i l i t y  e i t h e r  t o  h u m a n i t y  
o r  t h e  v i c t i m i z e d  r a c e  i t s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m a t i c a l  v a l u e  o f  e x p e r i 
m e n t a l  b u t c h e r y  i s  n o t  a l l o w e d  f o r  o n e  i n s t a n t  t o  w e i g h  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  i t s  c r u e l t y  a n d  i m m o r a l i t y .

M r .  S a l t  d o e s  n o t  c o n d e s c e n d  t o  a  p l e a  f o r  “ m e r c y ”  o n  b e h a l f  o f



t h e  p o o r  c r e a t u r e s  “ w h o s e  s o l e  c r i m i n a l i t y  c o n s i s t s  i n  n o t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
t h e  n o b l e  f a m i l y  o f  h o m o  s a p ie n s ” ;  b u t ,  a s  h e  s a y s ,  h i s  b o o k

Is addressed rather to  those w h o  see an d feel th at, aa h as been w e ll said, " t h e  
great advan cem en t o f  th e  w orld, th ro u g h o u t all ages, is to  be m easured b y  th e  
increase o f  h u m a n ity  an d  th e  decrease o f  c r u e lt y '— th a t m an, to  be tru ly  m an, 
m ust cease to  ab n egate h is com m on  fellow sh ip w ith  all liv in g  nature— and th a t th e  
co m in g realization o f  hu m an  righ ts w ill in e vita b ly  b rin g after it  th e  tardier b u t n o t  
less certain  realization o f  th e  righ ts o f  th e  low er races.

A  u s e f u l  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  a p p e n d i x  i s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  b o o k ,  m a k i n g  i t  
e x t r e m e l y  u s e f u l  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  g i v e  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h e  e a r n e s t  s t u d y  
i t  m e r i t s .  W .  R .  O .

U l t e o s o p k i c a l  J U t i b i t t e s .
I N D I A N  S E C T I O N .

C o l o n b i , H .  S .  O l c o t t ’ s  B u d d h i s t  T o u r .

( F r o m  t h e  A r a k a n  N e w s .')

C o lo n el O lco tt an d M r. Dharm ap&la arrived at A k y a b  on M o n d ay m o rn in g b y  
th e  B. I. S.S. K o la . From  early  m orning, hundreds o f  B uddhists w ere seen a t th e  
je tty  e x p e c tin g  th e  arrival o f  th e  steam er. A t  6.30 a.m . th e  steam er anchored, and  
th e p rin cip al m em bers o f  th e  B u d dh ist co m m u n ity  boarded h er and received th e  
C olon el and M r. Dharm ap&la. T h e y  were escorted to  th e  residence arranged for 
them , follow ed b y  hundreds o f  Buddhists.

C o lo n el O lco tt, sta n d in g on th e  b a lco n y o f  th e  house, spoke a few  words to  th e  
crow d sayin g  h ow  g la d  h e w as to see his co-religionists, and th a t h e m eant to  carry on  
th e w ork o f  th e  B uddh ist propaganda in E u ropean  countries w ith  th e  h elp  o f  B u ad h -  
ists o f  different B uddhist countneB. T h e  M alifl B odhi S o ciety, h e  said, was form ed for 
th e purpose o f  restoring th e sacred site at B uddh a G a y a  to  th e Buddhists, an d th a t  
it  is now  in th e hands o f  alien s w h o  ta k e  no in terest therein. C ol. O lcott, intro* 
d u cin g  M r. D hannap& la, said th a t h e  had tak en  u p  th e  w ork o f  th e  Mah& B odh i 
S o ciety, le a v in g  hom e, parents and everything, and th a t th e B uddhists sh o u ld  co
operate w ith  him  to  carry on th e great and glo rio u s m o v e m e n t

So o n  after h e  had finished addressing th e crowd, Col. O lco tt an d  M r. D h a n n a 
p&la, accom panied b y  M a u n g  H toon  Chan, A dvocate, and M a u n g M ra U. A h u n k w u n  
called  on th e  four prin cipal priests to  p ay  th eir  respects to  them . A ll o f  th em

}>romised to  h elp  th e  Mah& B od hi m ovem ent. C o lo n el O lco tt w ill sta y  here ab ou t a  
ortn igh t, d u rin g w h ich  tim e h e w ill be en tirely  in th e hands o f  th e  w o rk in g  C o m 

m ittee w h o  h a ve arranged C ol. O lco tt’s  program m e o f  w ork.
• ' ft • • • t • • • • • • • •  

A t a  m eetin g h e ld  on th e  even in g  o f  th e  31st O ctober, at th e  office o f  M essrs. 
T o o n -C h an  and A u n g  R h i, there w ere present to  hear C olon el O lco tt and Mr. 
Dharmap&la, on th e B u d dh a G a y a  m ovem ent, all th e  lea d in g  residents o f  th e  tow n.

C o lo n el O lc o t t  addressing them , said th a t B uddhism  had now  becom e th e  sub
je c t  o f  stu d y am on g th e  th o u g h tfu l in th e W est, th a t in Paris, Prof. L eon  de R o sn y, 
o f th e  Sorbonne, h ad  becom e an en thu siastic propagan dist o f  th e  p h ilo so p h y o f  
B u d d h a; in  G erm any, E n g la n d  an d Am erica, th e  h igh e st appreciation w as show n  
therefor, and th a t S ir E d w in  A rn old 's beau tiful poem  on tn e L o rd  B uddh a ca lled  
th e " L i g h t  o f  A s ia ” had had a  circulation o f  tw o  hundred thousand copies in  
A m erica alone, th a t th e  tim e  w as com e to  dissem inate th e tea ch in g  o f  th e  L ord  
B uddha th ro u gh o u t n on-B u ddhist countries. T h e  sacred and m ost h a llo w ed  sp ot  
associated w ith  th e  life o f  L ord B uddha— K ap ilavastu , B u d dh a G aya, Benares and  
K insinara— h ave to  be restored, and B hikshu s station ed at these sites. T h e  m ost  
m eritorious o f  all ch aritab le w orks is th e  dissem ination o f  spiritual kn ow led ge. 
L ord B uddh a said th at th e  distribution o f  spiritual w ealth (Dham m a) is greater th an  
b u ild in g 84,000 vih&ras or feed in g a thousand B u d d h a s; th a t there are in th e  w orld  
persons w hose m inds are ready to receive th e  tru th s o f  th e Dharm a, to  th em  th e  
W ord sh ou ld  be peached. T h e  greatest d u ty  o f  th e true B uddh ist ia to  preaCh th e  
sublim e la w  o f  th e  Tath& gata.

H e  th e n  stated and en larged  upon th e objecta o f  th e  Mah& B od hi S ociety.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

C o lo n el O lco tt and M r. Dharm ap&la accom panied b y  Messrs. T h a  D o W e, M r a U ,  
C h a n  T o o n  A u n g, H to o n  C h an  and others le ft  b y  steam  laun ch for U ritta u n g early



on W ed nesd ay m orning. T h e  p arty  h a v in g  spent tw o  d ays returned to  tow n on  
F rid a y  evening.

U ritta u n g  was a  scene o f  activity, and thousands o f  B uddhists from th e  adjoin* 
in g  v illa ge s  w ere seen w e n d in g  their w a y  to  th e sum m it o f  th e  h ill w here stands  
th e  sacred

C olon e ;, on W ednesday evening, addressed th e  assem bled B uddhists on
th e  platform  o f  th e  pagod a about the Mahft B odhi m o v e m e n t On th e fu ll moon 
day, C olon el O lco tt again  addressed th e crowd on th e future ou tlo o k o f  B uddhism  
and th e  d u ty  o f  Buddhists. H e  g a v e  an accou nt o f  th e  present state o f  B uddha  
G aya, th e  desecration th at is d aily  g o in g  on there, and said th at th e B uddhists  
should do all th e y  could to  recover th e cu stody o f  the sacred rite w h ich  is the  
h oliest spot on earth to  Buddhists.

S ym p ath etic  and earnest addresses w ere delivered b y  C h a n  H to o n  A u n g, A d v o 
cate, an a  T u n  H la  U, after w h ich  U thargarah S ayad aw  o f  K y o n k p h y n  g a v e  a m ost  
eloqu ent discourse in support o f  C olon el O lco tt's  appeal, q u o tin g  several passages  
from th e  B uddhist te x ts  sh o w in g th at th e  alm s-givin g proposed was th e m ost m eri
torious o f  all. H e h ad been to  B u odha G a y a  and could corroborate all th e  descriptions  
o f  th e desecrations to  w h ich  th e overturned im ages o f  B uddha w ere con stantly  
su bjected. Besides those described b y  Colonel O lco tt he had a ctu a lly  seen these  
effigies o f  th e holiest and greatest o f  m en used as latrines. T h is  statem en t created  
a  deep sensation am on g th e audience. T h e  priest said th at he p articu larly ap
proved o f  Colonel O lco tt’s plan for raising m o n ey by a volun tary division o f  the  
u sual cost o f  cheroot sm okin g. H e  w ould g o  farther, how ever, and say th a t if  
th e y  b u t choose to  practise econom y, esp ecially  in the cost o f  their spices and con
d im en ts and in their careless profligacy m  personal expen ditu re th e y  could raise an 
Im m ense sum  o f  m oney, and th u s gain  in cred ibly great m erit.

W h ile  at U ritta u n g th e  prelim inaries for th e  form ation o f  a  Branch o f the MahA  
B od hi S o ciety  b y  th e  m ost respectable g en tlem en  o f Arakan, were agreed upon, 
an d  there seem s good prospects o f  th e  w ork o f  th e S o cie ty  b e in g  carried on 
system atically.

A correspondent to  th e  T h e o s o p h is t  sends th e  fo llo w in g :—
C olon el O lco tt has, b y  his lectures on th e B uddh a G a y a  m ovem ent, aroused the  

enthusiasm  o f  th e Arakanese Buddhists. A ll th e  influential gen tlem en  jo in ed  the  
A rakan  Branch o f  th e Mahfl Bodhi Society, w h ich  was formed on th e 6th o f  
N ovem ber. T h e y  e x p e c t to  raise Rs. 50,000 before M ay n ext from their co-reli-

f ionists in A rakan . A t  A k y a b  th e w hole E uropean co m m u n ity  turned out to 
ear him  lecture, and th e Com m issioner o f  A rakan had a  num ber o f  European  

gen tlem en  to m eet him  at a private dinner.

C o l o n e l  H .  S .  O l c o t t  r e t u r n e d  h e r e  011 N o v e m b e r  27t h ,  a f t e r  a  v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l  v i s i t  t o  B u r m a h .  F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  w o r k  h a v e  b e e n  p u b 
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s u p p l e m e n t  o f  t h e  T h e o s o p h is t , a n d  w i l l  a l r e a d y  b e  i n  t h e  
h a n d s  o f  W e s t e r n  T h e o s o p h i s t s .  A f t e r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  C o l o n e l  O l c o t t  
w i l l  b e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  m o v e ,  g o i n g  t o  C a l c u t t a ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e n c e  t o  
B u d d h a  G a y a ,  K a p i l a v a s t u ,  B e r l i a m p u r ,  B e n a r e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I  
s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  a c c o m p a n y i n g  h i m  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s  
a n d  o f  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  N o r t h e r n  I n d i a  a n d  N o r t h e r n  I n d i a n  T h e o 
s o p h i s t s  u n d e r  h i s  k i n d l y  c a r e .

T h e  C o n v e n t i o n  i s  f a s t  a p p r o a c h i n g ,  a n d  t h o u g h  w e  s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  
s u c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  E u r o p e a n  v i s i t o r s  t h i s  y e a r  a s  l a s t ,  y e t  o u r  H i n d u  
m e m b e r s  w i l l  m u s t e r  i n  g o o d  f o r c e .  W h i l e  r e g r e t t i n g  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
M r s .  H i g g i n s ,  B r o s .  A b r e w  a n d  D h a r m a p & l a ,  i t  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  k n o w  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  k e p t  a w a y  e n t i r e l y  b y  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c l a i m s  o f  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n c h e s  o f  w o r k .

T h i s  m o n t h  w e  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  v i s i t o r s  t o  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
M r .  A l e x a n d e r  R u s s e l l  W e b b ,  t h e  g e n i a l  a n d  e l o q u e n t  e x p o n e n t  o f  
I  s l i m  i s m .  T h e  C o l o n e l  a n d  I  a t t e n d e d  a  l a r g e  m e e t i n g ,  a t  w h i c h  M r .  
W e b b  g a v e  a n  a d d r e s s  o n  t h e  F o r m s  a n d  C e r e m o n ie s  o f  I s la m is m .  M r .  
W e b b  i s  a n  e l o q u e n t  a n d  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r ,  a n d  h i s  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  
t h e  c a u s e  i s  s i n c e r e .  H e  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a l r e a d y  a r d e n t l y  l o v e d  b y  h i s  
M a h o m m e d a n  b r o t h e r s .  I f  y o u  a s k  m e  w h a t  h e  r e a l l y  t e a c h e s ,  I  f e e l  
i n c l i n e d  t o  b o r r o w  t h e  C o l o n e l ’ s  a p t  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  s a y ,  “ T h e o s o p h y

I n d i a n  L e t t e r .
A d y a r , M a d r a s ,
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i n  p y j & m a s . ”  I f  M r .  W e b b  c a n  s u c c e e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w h o l e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  
t o u r  i n  i m p r e s s i n g  u p o n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  M a h o t n m e d a n  c o m m u n i t y  
t h e  p u r e  a n d  e s o t e r i c  s i d e  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  h e  w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  a  w o r k ,  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e .  I t  i s  i n d e e d  a n  
i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g n  o f  t h e  t i m e s  t h a t  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  I s l & m i s m ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
B u d d h i s m ,  s h o u l d  b e  h e a d e d  b y  a  T h e o s o p h i s t .

T w o  o t h e r  v i s i t o r s ,  a t  p r e s e n t  w i t h  u s ,  a r e  M i s s  P a s h ,  B . A . ,  o f  
G i r t o n  C o l l e g e ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  a n d  M r s .  G o s t l i n g ,  o f  B o m b a y .  T h e s e  
l a d i e s  a r e  n o w  t r a v e l l i n g  t h r o u g h  I n d i a  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  W o m e n ' s  
E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  a r e  m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  v i s i t i n g  s c h o o l s  a n d  
c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  e d u c a t e d  H i n d u s .  W e  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s .

B r o .  W a l t e r  O l d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a r r i v e  i n  B o m b a y  o n  S a t u r d a y .  I  
n e e d  h a r d l y  s a y  h e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  w a r m e s t  o f  g r e e t i n g s  f r o m  a l l  
T h e o s o p h i s t s  i n  I n d i a .  B e r t r a m  K e i g h t l e y  s a i l s  f o r  E n g l a n d  v i d  

C o l o m b o  a b o u t  J a n u a r y  18t h .
I  h a v e  t o  c h r o n i c l e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  B r a n c h  a t  B r o a c h  i n  

t h e  B o m b a y  P r e s i d e n c y .  T h i s  n e w l y  f o r m e d  B r a n c h  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  f o s t e r i n g  c a r e  o f  t h e  a c t i v e  S u r a t  B r a n c h ,  a n d  w i l l ,  n o  
d o u b t ,  u n d e r  i t s  g u i d a n c e  b e c o m e  s t r o n g  a n d  v i g o r o u s .

B r o .  K o t a y y a ,  o u r  e v e r - a c t i v e  I n s p e c t o r  o f  I n d i a n  B r a n c h e s ,  w i l l  
s o o n  r e t u r n  t o  A d y a r .  H e  h a s  j u s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  B r a n c h e s  a t  R a j a m a n d r y ,  
E U o r e ,  B e g w a d a ,  a n d  C o c a n a d a .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  a n  o l d - t i m e  w o r k e r  i n  
P a n d i t  B h a v a n i  S h a n k e r ,  w h o  i s  n o w  v i s i t i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  B r a n c h e s  i n  
B o m b a y  a n d  t h e  C .  P .  A n o t h e r  B r a n c h  I n s p e c t o r  w i l l  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
b e  p l a c e d  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l  a f t e r  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .

I t  i s  w i t h  d e e p e s t  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  h a v e  t o  a n n o u n c e  t o  L u c i f e r  r e a d e r s  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  B r o .  R .  S u n d a r e s a  S h & s t r i ,  o f  t h e  C o m b a c o n a m  B r a n c h ,  
b e s t  k n o w n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  " T w o  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m b a c o n a m  B r a n c h , "  
w h o  h a v e  d o n e  s o  m u c h  u s e f u l  w o r k  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  S a n s k r i t  t r a n s l a t i o n .  
H i s  l o s s  i s  i n d e e d  a  h e a v y  o n e ,  a n d  h i s  p l a c e  w i l l  b e  a  d i f f i c u l t  o n e  t o  f i l l .

A c t i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  i n  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d d g o b a  

f o r  H .  P .  B . ’ s  a s h e s .  T h e  s p o t  c h o s e n  i s  n e a r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  g a t e s .  
P l a n s  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  b y  a  c o m p e t e n t  d r a u g h t s m a n ,  a n d  a n  
e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  c o s t  h a s  b e e n  f u r n i s h e d .  E a r l y  n e x t  y e a r  t h e  w o r k  w i l l  
b e  c o m m e n c e d ,  a n d  I  s h a l l  b e  a b l e  l a t e r  o n  t o  g i v e  y o u  m <

T h e  W o m e n ' s  E d u c a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  h e l d  i t s  a n n i v e r s a r y  m e e t i n g  
l a s t  m o n t h ,  a n d  M r s .  H i g g i n s  w a s  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t .  I t  i s  a  g i g a n t i c  
t a s k  t o  m a k e  t h e  g r o w n - u p  S i n h a l e s e  w o m e n  s e e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  s o  v e r y  i g n o r a n t .

T h e  S a n g a m i t t a  G i r l s ’ S c h o o l  w a s  v i s i t e d  r e c e n t l y  b y  M r .  C h i n t a -  
m o n ,  F . R . C . I . ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  O r i e n t a l  L a n g u a g e s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
L o n d o n  a n d  t h e  I m p e r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  T h e  P r o f e s s o r  w a s  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  
w i t h  t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  h e  m a d e  s o m e  
e n c o u r a g i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  v i s i t o r s ’ b o o k .

I  r e g r e t  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  B r o .  W e r a g a m a  B a n d a r ,  t h e  a b l e  
e d i t o r  o f  o u r  n a t i v e  p e r i o d i c a l ,  t h e  S a r a  S a v i s a n a a r e s a .  H e  f e l l  a  v i c t i m  
t o  t h a t  d r e a d  e n e m y ,  c o n s u m p t i o n .  H e  w a s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  O r i e n t a l  
s c h o l a r  a n d  w a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  s e v e r a l  l e a r n e d  t r e a t i s e s  o n  B u d d h i s t  
m e t a p h y s i c s .  I n  h i m  t h e  C o l o m b o  B r a n c h  l o s e s  a  c l e v e r  P a n d i t ,  a n d . 
t h e  v e n e r a b l e  H i g h  P r i e s t  S u m a n g a l a  a n  a b l e  p u p i l .

D r .  E n g l i s h  g o e s  t o  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  a t  A d y a r  a s  o u r  d e l e g a t e  f r o m  
C e y l o n .  T h e  d o c t o r  a n d  h i s  d a u g h t e r  a n d  f a m i l y  a r e  w o r k i n g  m o s t  
d e v o t e d l y  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  T h e o s o p h y  w i t h  M r s .  H i g g i n s .

d e t a i l s  o n  t h i s  p o i n t .

C e y l o n  L e t t e r .

S l N H A L A  P U T R A .



E n g l a n d .

B l a v a t s k y  L o d g e . — D u r i n g  D e c e m b e r  M r .  M .  U .  M o o r e  r e a d  a n  
i n t e r e s t i n g  p a p e r  o n  t h e  B o o k  o f  f o b ;  H e r b e r t  B u r r o w s  s p o k e  o n  M a n  

i n  i k e  U n i v e r s e :  K i n g  o r  S l a v e ?  a n d  a l s o  k i n d l y  t o o k  a  l e c t u r e  o n  
S o u n d  F o r m s  f o r  a n  a b s e n t  m e m b e r .  M r .  J .  M .  W a t k i n s  r e a d  a  p a p e r  
o n  t h e  U p a n is h a d s ,  a n d  G .  R .  S .  M e a d  g a v e  s o m e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  T h e  

S y m b o l i c a l  P a i n t i n g s  i n  t h e  L e c t u r e  H a l l .  T h e  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  
m e e t i n g s  f o r  m e m b e r s  o n l y  a r e  s t i l l  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B h a g a 

v a d  G i t a .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n e w  s y l l a b u s  h a s  b e e n  i s s u e d : J a n .  5t h ,  T h e  

B e a u t i f u l ;  12t h ,  W e s t e r n  I d o l s  a n d  E a s t e r n  I d e a l s ;  19t h ,  T h e  L o g o s ;  

26t h ,  M o h a m m e d  a n d  h i s  R e l i g i o n ;  F e b .  2n d ,  T h e  T h e o s o p h y  o f  A n c i e n t  

E g y p t ;  9t h ,  D e v a c h a n ;  16t h ,  T h e  P o e t r y  o f  t h e  B i b l e ;  23r d ,  M a t e r i a l i s t s  

a n d  M a t e r i a l i s m ;  M a r c h  2n d ,  S p i r i t u a l  D e v e lo p m e n t ;  9t h .  T h e o s o p h y  i n  

A m e r i c a ;  16t h ,  S o m e  M o d e m  S u p e r s t i t i o n s ;  23r d ,  F r e e w i l l  a n d  N e c e s s i t y ;  

30t h ,  C h r is t o - T h e o s o p h y .

L .  M .  C o o p e r , H o n .  S e c y .

B o w  C l u b . — U p w a r d s  o f  ^34  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  
F u n d ,  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  f o u r  “ p a r t i e s . ”

J a n .  10t h .— 100 m a t c h  g i r l s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  b e e f ,  p l u m  
p u d d i n g ,  a n d  a  “ n i g g e r ”  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .

J a n .  13t h .— 150 c h i l d r e n  w i l l  h a v e  a  t e a ,  a t  f i v e  o ’ c l o c k ,  C h r i s t m a s  
t r e e ,  a n d  m a g i c  l a n t e r n ,  w i n d i n g  u p  a t  n i n e  o ' c l o c k  w i t h  b u n s  a n d  
o r a n g e s .

J a n .  16t h .— 100 g i r l s  f r o m  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r i e s  ( a n d  s o m 6 w h o  w o r k  a t  
h o m e )  w i l l  h a v e  a  t e a  a n d  a  t h e a t r i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  w h i c h  i s  k i n d l y  
b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  M r s .  a n d  M i s s  D y k e  a n d  o t h e r  f r i e n d s .

J a n .  20t h .— 106 m e m b e r s  f r o m  A n d e r s o n ’ s  I n d i a r u b b e r  W o r k s  w i l l  
h a v e  a  t e a ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a n  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  d a n c e .

T h e  C l u b  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  d e c o r a t e  t h e  H a l l  f o r  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  a n d  
w i l l  a s s i s t  a t  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s .

V i s i t o r s  w i l l  b e  w e l c o m e  a t  a l l  t h e s e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s ,  i f  t h e y  w i l l  
h e l p  t o  w a i t  o n  t h e  g i r l s  a n d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  
T a f l  m e n  a r e  i n  e s p e c i a l  r e q u e s t  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e .

A  f r i e n d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r ,  h a s  g i v e n  £30  f o r  
d i n n e r s  a n d  b r e a k f a s t s  f o r  p o o r  c h i l d r e n .  A c c o r d i n g l y  t h i r t y  o f  t h e  
p o o r e s t  o f  o u r  l i t t l e  n e i g h b o u r s  u n d e r  t w e l v e  a r e  b e i n g  f e d  d a i l y .  I t  i s  
h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  w i l l  c a r r y  t h i s  o n  t i l l  n e a r l y  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h .

A  n e w  d r e s s - c u t t i n g  c l a s s  i s  b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d  M r s .  M c D o u a l l  
i s  a l s o  k i n d l y  a r r a n g i n g  f o r  m u s i c a l  d r i l l  l e s s o n s  t o  b e  g i v e n  o n e  
e v e n i n g  i n  e a c h  w e e k .

A .  C .  L l o y d , M a t r o n .
i g j ,  B o w  R o a d , E .

L e a g u e  o f  T h e o s o p h ic a l  W o r k e r s . — T h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  c o n 
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e  L e a g u e ,  t o  w h i c h  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  d r a w n  i n  t h e  
l a s t  n u m b e r  o f  L u c i f e r , a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  b u t  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  
f o r m  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  m o n e y  a r e  m u c h  
n e e d e d .

T h e  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g  c l a s s e s  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  M r .  H a r g r o v e  
a r e  b e i n g  w e l l  a t t e n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  e v e r y  t h i r d  M o n d a y  i u  
t h e  m o n t h  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  T h e  i d e a  o f  s t a r t i n g  a  C l u b  t o  
a i d  i n  f u r t h e r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  w o r k  i n  t h i s  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  h a s  s o  f a r  
t a k e n  d e f i n i t e  f o r m  t h a t  s o m e  v a c a n t  p r e m i s e s  i n  H e n r y  S t r e e t  h a v e  
b e e n  e n g a g e d ,  w h i c h  p r o m i s e  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o 
m o t e r s  o f  t h i s  s c h e m e .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  h a l l  w h i c h  f o r m s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  m a y ,  i n  c o u r s e  o f  t i m e ,  b e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  
l e c t u r e s ,  e t c . ,  a n d  s o  p r o v e  a  v a l u a b l e  a d j u n c t  f o r  t h e  w o r k  o f  p r o p a -



p a n d a .  T h i s  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e n t a i l  c e r t a i n  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x p e n s e s ,  a n d  
t h o u g h  i n  p r o c e s s  o f  t i m e  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  C l u b  w i l l  b e  a  s e l f - s u p p o r t 
i n g  o n e ,  t h e s e  p r e l i m i n a r y  e x p e n s e s  m u s t  b e  m e t  s o m e h o w .  C o n t r i b u 
t i o n s  w i l l  b e  g r a t e f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  L e a g u e .

T h e  S e w i n g - c l a s s  h a s  b e e n  r e o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d  l a d i e s  w h o  c a n  g i v e
h e l p  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  a r e  a s k e d  t o  s e n d  i n  t h e i r  n a m e s  t o  M i s s  W i l l s o n ,
L i b r a r i a n ,  17 ,  A v e n u e  R o a d .  A  s e w i n g - m a c h i n e  h a s  b e e n  a c q u i r e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .

C .  W a c h t m e i s t e r , )  c  ~  1 •
M. U. M oore, I S a n la n e s .

A d e l p h i  L o d g e .— T h i s  L o d g e  h a v i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l y  o u t g r o w n  i t s  o l d  
q u a r t e r s  m o v e d  i n t o  i t s  n e w  m e e t i n g - h a l l  o n  D e c e m b e r  5t h .  T h e  n e w  
l e c t u r e  r o o m ,  w h i c h  i s  a t  T h e  B u c k i n g h a m  T e m p e r a n c e  H o t e l ,  40,  
S t r a n d ,  W . C . ,  i s  c o n v e n i e n t l y  f i t t e d  w i t h  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t ,  e t c . ,  a n d  o w i n g  
t o  i t s  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  w e  h o p e  t o  h a v e  m a n y  v i s i t o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m i n g  
s e s s i o n .  T h e  m e e t i n g s  w i l l  b e  h e l d ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  o n  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g s  
a t  8.30 p . m .

O n  D e c e m b e r  19t h  t h e  L o d g e  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  S y l l a b u s  w i t h  
a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  l e c t u r e  f r o m  B r o .  E .  H a r g r o v e ,  e n t i t l e d ,  T h e o s o p h y  o r  

S o c i a l i s m ,  w h i c h  g a v e  r i s e  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n .
T h e  S y l l a b u s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  q u a r t e r  i s  j u s t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  m e m b e r s ,  

a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h i r t e e n  l e c t u r e s ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  J a n .  2n d ,  y o g a ,  G .  R .  S .  
M e a d ,  B . A . ;  9t h ,  P r i e s t h o o d s ,  H o n .  O t w a y  C u f f e ;  16t h ,  T h e  M a g i c  o f  

N u m b e r s ,  S .  G .  P .  C o r y n ;  23r d ,  A t l a n t i s ,  E .  H a r g r o v e ;  30t h ,  H o w  t h e  

S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  w a s  W r i t t e n ,  t h e  C o u n t e s s  W a c h t m e i s t e r ;  F e b .  6t h ,  
D e a t h , S a p e r e  A u d e ;  13t h ,  A k a s h a  a n d  E t h e r ,  R .  B .  H o l t ;  20t h ,  H e r b e r t  
B u r r o w s ;  27t h ,  E g y p t i a n  R e l i g i o n ,  P .  W .  B u l l o c k ;  M a r c h  6t h ,  T h e  

B e a u t i f u l ,  R .  M a c h e l l ;  13t h ,  T h e  N e b u l a r  H y p o t h e s i s ,  C .  H .  C o l l i n g s ;  
20t h ,  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  F .  L .  G a r d n e r ;  27t h ,  B u d d h i s m ,  J .  M .  W a t k i n s .

F r A n k  H i l l s , S e c 'y .

B o u r n e m o u t h  L o d g e .— T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  L o d g e  h a v e  h i r e d  a  
r o o m  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  a n d  w e e k l y  m e e t i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  h e l d  
o n  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g s .  P a p e r s  a r e  r e a d  o n  v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s  e v e r y  
f o r t n i g h t ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  w e e k s  b e i n g  d e v o t e d  t o  u n o f f i c i a l  m e e t i n g s .  A  
t h r e e  m o n t h s ’ s y l l a b u s  h a s  b e e n  d r a w n  u p ,  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t s  
h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h ,  R e i n c a r n a t i o n  ( t w i c e ) ,  K a r m a  ( t w i c e ) .  
A t  a  m e e t i n g  h e l d  o n  D e c e m b e r  8t h  i t  w a s  r e s o l v e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  
C h a r t e r  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  a  L o d g e ,  w h i c h  C h a r t e r  h a s  o e e n  d u l y  
r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  w e  a r e  n o w  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  a s  
t h e  B o u r n e m o u t h  L o d g e .

H .  S .  G r e e n , S e c 'y .

B r a d f o r d  L o d g e .— T h i s  L o d g s  i s  s t e a d i l y  s t u d y i n g  t h e  K e y  t o  T h e o 

s o p h y  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e  011 a l t e r n a t e  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  a t  
w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  a  g o o d  a n d  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e .

W e  n o w  h o l d  m e e t i n g s  o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g s  a t  s e v e n  o ’ c l o c k ,  o p e n  
t o  a l l ,  b u t  t h e s e  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  W e  a r e  a l s o  a d v e r 
t i s i n g  f o r  o p e n i n g s  f o r  T h e o s o p h i c a l  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ,  
b u t  n o  a p p l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  y e t  b e e n  m a d e ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  L o d g e  i s  
g r a d u a l l y  g r o w i n g  s t r o n g e r .

J . M i d g l e y , S e c 'y .

T h e  B i r m i n g h a m  L o d g e .— T h e  B i r m i n g h a m  L o d g e  i s  n o w  f a i r l y  o n  
t h e  r o a d  t o  s u c c e s s .  I t s  f o r t n i g h t l y  m e e t i n g s  a r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d ,  a n d  a  
s y l l a b u s  o f  p a p e r s  h a s  b e e n  r u n n i n g  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  o f  p a p e r s  r e a d  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r :  S e p t .  n t h ,  
K a r m a ,  b y  B r o .  O .  H .  D u f f e l l ;  O c t .  9t h ,  O b je c t io n s  t o  T h e o s o p h y ,  b y  S .
H .  O l d ;  23r d ,  B a p t i s m ,  b y  S .  H .  O l d ;  N o v .  6t h ,  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  D o g m a ,  

b y  S .  H .  O l d ;  20t h ,  D o i n g  G o o d  f o r  G o o d 's  S a k e ,  b y  J .  H .  D u f f e l l ;  D e c .



4t h ,  C o m p a r is o n s  O l d  a n d  N e w ,  b y  O .  H .  D u f f e l l ;  18t h ,  P s y c h o m e t r y ,  b y  
W .  A m e s ;  J a n .  i s t ,  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  b y  J .  B .  O l d ;  
15t h ,  D u t y ,  b y  S .  H .  O l d .  S y d n e y  H .  O l d , S e c 'y .

M a n c h e s t e r  C i t y  L o d g e .— S y l l a b u s  f o r  J a n u a r y :  J a n .  3r d ,  T h e  T h e o -  

s o p h i c  L i f e , J .  B a r r o n ;  10t h ,  T h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  M a h a t m a s ,  f r o m  t h e  K e y  

t o  T h e o s o p h y :  17t h ,  Q u a k e r  S t r o n g h o ld s ,  C .  C o r b e t t ;  24t h ,  D o g m a t is m  i n  

t h e  T .  S . ,  f r o m  T h e  P a t h  f o r  N o v e m b e r ;  31s t ,  T h e o s o p h y  a n a  S o c i a l i s m ,  
J .  H .  F l e t c h e r .  T w o  l e c t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h  
b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L o d g e  t o  l o c a l  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s ,  o n e  o n  t h e  E v o 

l u t i o n  o f  M a n ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o n  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  S o c i e t y .

S .  C o r b e t t , S e c 'y .

I r e l a n d .

D u b l i n  L o d g e .— S y l l a b u s :  D e c .  14t h ,  I s  T h e o s o p h y  U n p r a c t i c a l t

D . N .  D u n l o p ;  28t h ,  F i r s t  S t e p s  i n  O c c u lt i s m ,  G .  W .  R u s s e l l ;  J a n .  n t h ,
11 M a y a ,"  o r  I l l u s i o n ,  E .  H a r r i s o n ;  25t h ,  T h e o s o p h y  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  to  a  

b e g in n e r , M r s .  V a r i a n ;  F e b .  8t h ,  I V m . B l a k e  o n  t h e  S y m b o lis m  o f  t h e  

B i b l e , W .  B .  Y e a t s ;  22n d ,  T h e o s o p h y  a n d  P r e s e n t - d a y  P r o b le t n s ,  M i s s  K .  
L a w r e n c e .  F .  J .  D i c k , S e c 'y .

H o l l a n d .

D u t c h  B r a n c h .— D u r i n g  l a s t  m o n t h  a  l e c t u r e  w a s  h e l d  i n  R o t t e r d a m  
b y  o n e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  w h o  i s  l i v i n g  t h e r e ; a n o t h e r  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  o n  
t h e  13t h  i n  U t r e c h t ,  b y  B r o .  F r i c k e ,  t o  a  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  a n d  c u l t i 
v a t e d  a u d i e n c e ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  m a n y  U n i v e r s i t y  m e n ,  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  s t u 
d e n t s ;  a n o t h e r  w a s  h e l d  b y  B r o .  V a n  d e r  Z e y d e  o n  t h e  17t h  i n  Z a a n d a m .  
O t h e r  l e c t u r e s  a r e  a t  h a n d .

T h e  A r n h e m  c e n t r e  i s  d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l  a n d  h a s  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g s ,  
s o m e  a t  t h e  H o t e l  B e l l e v u e ,  s o m e  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s .

H e r m a n c e  d e  N e u f v i l l e , P r e s i d e n t .

A u s t r i a .

P r a g u e  L o d g e .— H e r r .  A r t h u r  R i m a y  d e  G i d o f a l v a  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .

H e r r .  G u s t a v  M e y e r  h a s  f i n i s h e d  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  W h a t  i s  T h e o 

s o p h y f  a n d  a l s o  o f  R a m a  P r a s a d ’ s  S c i e n c e  o f  B r e a t h .  T h e  G e r m a n  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E n q u i r e r s  s e n t  b y  B r o .  P r a t e r  f r o m  A m e r i c a  h a v e  
b e e n  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  u s e  t o  h i m .

S p a i n .

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  e n c o u r a g i n g  n e w s  f r o m  S p a i n .  A  n e w  
r e v i e w  i s  t o  b e  s t a r t e d  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  S o p h i a  i n  p l a c e  o f  E s t u d i o s  

T e o s o f ic o s . I t  w i l l  b e  l a r g e r  a n d  m o r e  c a r e f u l l y  e d i t e d .  T h e  f i r s t  
n u m b e r  w a s  t o  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  J a n u a r y  7t h .  A  n e w  c e n t r e  i s  f o r m i n g  
a t  V a l e n c i a  d u e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  S f l r .  B e r n a d o  d e  T o l e d o ,  w h o s e  w o r k  
w i l l  b e  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  E n g l i s h  m e m b e r s  w h o  i s  
s t a y i n g  a t  V a l e n c i a .  A n o t h e r  c e n t r e  i s  f o r m i n g  a t  T e n e r i f f e ,  C a n a r y  
I s l a n d s ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  w o r k i n g  m o s t  e n e r g e t i c a l l y .  A m a r a -  
v e l l a ’ s  L e  S e c r e t  d e  V A b s o lu  i s  t o  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  S p a n i s h .

A M E R I C A N  S E C T I O N .
T h e  L e a g u e  o f  T h e o s o p h i c a l  W o r k e r s  h a s  s k e t c h e d  o u t  t e n  l i n e s  o f  

w o r k  a s  f o l l o w s :  “ L o t u s  C i r c l e s ”  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  a n d  
y o u t h s ;  e x t e n s i o n  o f  p r o p a g a n d a ;  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o n  T h e o s o p h y  w i t h  
e n q u i r e r s ;  h e l p i n g  B r a n c h e s  t o  o b t a i n  f i b r a r i e s ;  h e l p i n g  C e n t r e s  i n  
t h e  s a m e  w a y ;  T n e o s o p h i c a l  c l a s s e s ;  p l a c i n g  T .  S .  b o o k s  i n  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s ;  s p r e a d i n g  c h e a p  T h e o s o p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ;  c o m m i t t e e  t o  v i s i t  
a n d  h e l p ;  m i s c e l l a n e o u s .



S u n d a y  e v e n i n g  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k ,  B r o o k l y n  a n d  H a r l e m  
B r a n c h e s  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  r a g e  j u s t  n o w .

O n  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t ,  D r .  G r i f f i t h s  h a s  b e e n  l e c t u r i n g  a t  R e d d i n g ,  
C h i c o  a n d  M a r y s v i l l e .

A n n i e  B e s a n t ’ s  A m e r i c a n  T o u r .

J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  l e t t e r s  a n d  p a p e r s  r e c e i v e d ,  A n n i e  B e s a n t ’ s  t o u r  
h a s ,  u p  t o  n o w ,  b e e n  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  e v e r y  
p r o s p e c t  t h a t  e v e n  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  b e  e x c i t e d  w h e n  s h e  o n c e  m o r e  
t u r n s  h e r  f a c e  e a s t w a r d .  M r s .  B e s a n t  l a n d e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  o n  N o v e m b e r  
30t h ,  a f t e r  a  v e r y  r o u g h  p a s s a g e ,  a n d  w a s  m e t  o n  h e r  a r r i v a l  b y  W .  Q .  

J u d g e ,  M r s .  N e r e s h e i m e r ,  D r .  A .  K e i g h t l e y ,  a n d  o t h e r  N e w  Y o r k  T h e o 
s o p h i s t s .  I n  N e w  Y o r k  s h e  l e c t u r e d  a t  C h i c k e r i n g  H a l l  o n  D e a t h  a n d  

A f t e r , a n d  M e s m e r is m  a n d  H y p n o t i s m ,  a n d  t h e  p a p e r s  s p e a k  i n  g l o w i n g  
t e r m s  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  
l e c t u r e r .  S h e  m e t  t h e  A r y a n ,  H .  P .  B . ,  a n d  B r o o k l y n  L o d g e s  o f  t h e  
T .  S . ,  a n d  g a v e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  m o v e m e n t .  I n  T o l e d o ,  
C h i c a g o ,  a n d  M i l w a u k e e  h e r  l e c t u r e s  w e r e  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  b u t  a t  F o r t  
W a y n e  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w a s  s m a l l e r ,  o w i n g  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c l e r g y  o f  
t h e  p l a c e  h a d  m a d e  a  h o u s e - t o - h o u s e  v i s i t a t i o n  t o  w a r n  t h e i r  f l o c k s  n o t  
t o  a t t e n d .  I t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  e v e n  s o m e  p a r t s  o f  “ f r e e ”  A m e r i c a  n e e d  
t o  r i d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p r i e s t .  W e s t w a r d  s t i l l  t o  S t .  
P a u l ,  a n d  t h e n  a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  w e s t  c o a s t ,  w h e r e  
f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  w e  m u s t  l e a v e  h e r ,  f o r  n o  m o r e  a d v i c e s  a r e  t o  h a n d .  
B e f o r e  o u r  r e a d e r s  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  L u c i f e r  s h e  w i l l  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  S a n  
F r a n c i s c o ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e t u r n  j o u r n e y .  E v e r y  s p a r e  
m o m e n t  h a s  b e e n  f i l l e d  u p  b y  L o d g e  m e e t i n g s ,  r e c e p t i o n s ,  r e p o r t e r s ,  
i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  e t c .  T h e  c o l d  h a s  b e e n  s o  i n t e n s e  t h a t  f o r  o n e  d a y  s h e  
l o s t  h e r  v o i c e .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  a  w i n t e r  i n  N o r t h  W e s t e r n  A m e r i c a  p u t s  
o u r  E n g l i s h  w i n t e r  t o  s h a m e .

A m e r i c a n  N o t e s .
D e c .,  i 8q 2.

T h e  g r e a t  e v e n t  o f  t h i s  m o n t h  h a s  b e e n  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  M r s .  A n n i e  
B e s a n t ,  a n d  h e r  l e c t u r i n g  t o u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e s .

A n n i e  B e s a n t ’ s  t o u r  i s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  d e t a i l e d  i n  s o m f e  o t h e r  c o l u m n s  
o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  o n l y  p a s s i n g l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  h e r e .  I  g o  
t o  K a n s a s  C i t y  n e x t  m o n t h  t o  m e e t  h e r  o n  h e r  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  W e s t .

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h  I  h a v e  v i s i t e d  P r o v i d e n c e ,  N e w  H a v e n ,  a n d  
B r i d g e p o r t .  I n  e a c h  o f  t h e m  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d  a  b a n d  o f  s t e a d f a s t ,  d e t e r 
m i n e d  w o r k e r s .  -----------------

P a p e r  m o n e y  s a v i n g  b o x e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  b y  B r o .  J .  D .  B o n d ,  o f  
F o r t  W a y n e ,  I n d . ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  
F u n d .  T w o  c e n t s  a  d a y  d r o p p e d  i n  t h e s e  b o x e s  b y  e a c h  m e m b e r  w i l l  
i n  c o u r s e  o f  a  y e a r  a m o u n t  t o  a b o u t  $ 8,000 o r  ; £  1, 600.

T h e  B o x e s  a r e  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  q u o t a t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  s i d e s  f r o m  t h e  
B h a g a v a d  G i t a  a n d  S e c r e t  D o c t r i n e .  T h e y  a r e  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  
S e c r e t a r y  o n  “ W h i t e  L o t u s  D a y . ”

A l l e n  G r i f f i t h s  h a s  l e c t u r e d  s i n c e  O c t o b e r  16t h  a t  W a t s o n v i l l e ,  
C a l i f . ,  a t  S a n  J o s e ,  O r e v i l l e ,  W o o d l a n d ,  S a c r a m e n t o ,  N e v a d a  C i t y ,  G r a s s  
V a l l e y  a n d  P l a c e r v i l l e .

S a c r a m e n t o  B r a n c h  h a s  c o m m e n c e d  m e e t i n g s  o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g s ;  
i t s  p r o s p e c t s  o f  g o o d  w o r k  a r e  v e r y  g r e a t .

C i *a u d b  F .  W r i g h t .



® t u ‘ g B n b g e t .
B O W  C L U B .

H on . O tw a y  Cuffe (children's dinners) 
W . F . B.
M rs. Jacob B rig h t  
M iss B rig h t

£  s . d . 
o 10 o  
o  10 o 
6 0 0  
3 0 0

j£ i o o o

B O W  C L U B  C H R I S T M A S  E N T E R T A I N M E N T S .

M rs. B rooks - 
M r. F a g g  - 
M iss W rig h t - 
M r. C allard  
M iss C hapm an  - 
M r. A b le tt
O. M u rray  
••E lle n ”  - 
M r. K in g sla n d  •
Mr. Crawford - 
B la va tsk y  L o d ge  
M r. C o llm gs • 
“ H e l”  - 
E . F la vin  - 
M iss F . C o iley  - 
A  Friend, E astbourne  
M iss G riffith •
Mr. M a ck en zie  
Joh n  M organ, ju n . •

£  s . d . £  s . d .

5 0 0 J. M . M. - - 0 10 0
0 2 0 Mr. Burrell - 0 5 0
1 10 0 Mrs. Gordon • . 0 4 0

5 0 0 Anon. . 0 1 0
0 5 0 M iss M inns . 0 3 6
0 5 0 M rs. S la ck .. 0 5 0
1 0 0 M iss B ryant - . 0 5 0
0 1 0 F . L. G ardner - . 0 5 0
0 2 6 Mrs, G ardner - . 0 5 0
0 2 0 F . Clarkson • 0 2 6
6 0 0 C. D. Lum den - . 0 2 6
0 5 0 H . P. Low en - . 0 5 0
5 0 0 Dr. H . E. A m bler • . 1 0 0
0 5 0 C o llected  p rivately by the
0 5 0 Secretary o f  the" C h isw ick
0 5 0 L o d ge - • 4 3 6
0 5 0
0 10 0
0 2 6 £34 2 0

T h a n k s  are d u e  to  the Baroness de Pallandt, M iss Bow ring, M iss D ay, and others, 
for g ifts  o f warm clo th in g  for poor children and o f  m aterials to  be m ade u p  b y  the  
poor w orkw om en, and giv e n  aw ay to  d eservin g cases.

A. C. L l o y d ,  M a tr o n .

C L A R E  C R & C H E .

T h e  fo llo w in g con tribution s h ave been received since our last issue.

£  s . d .
Clare Crossley’s m on ey b o x  - - 3 3 i j
Mrs. Johnson - - - - 0 5 0
A non. - • - - - 1 0 0
K . E .  A d am s • - - - 0 3 6

£4 10 7^

M . U . M o o r e ,  H o n . T r e a s .

S O U P  K I T C H E N .

A  friend, per M iss B arlin g  •
s . d .
5 o

M . U . M o o r e ,  H o n . T r e a s .



^ h m o p h i c a l
A N D

J R g s t t c  ^ n b i u a t i o n s .
T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T  (M a d r a s ) .

V o l. X I V , N o . 3 :— 1. O ld  D ia ry  Leaves, 

I X .— H . S. O lco tt. 2. A  S tu d y  o f  " G a n -  

je sh a y a g a n ” — D . 3. T h e o so p h y  and th e  

S o cie ty  o f  Jesus (Reprint)— A n n ie Besant. 

4. T h e  In dices to  th e  V ed as— S. E . G o -  

palacharlu. 5. S o m e F u rth e r  Cases o f  

B la ck  M a gic— P. J. G . 6. T h re e  T h o u 
sand Y e ars A g o — Dr. L am bert (Translated  

from th e  S p h in x ) .  7. A  T ran slation  o f  
th e S in k h y a -T a ttv a -K a u m u d i o f  V ic h a s -  

pati M ishra— G a n g a n a th a  Jha, M .A . 8. 

D o w e return to  E a r th  ?— H ellen b ach . 9. 
T h ib e t and th e  T h ib e ta n s— N a k u r C h an 
dra Bisvas. 10. R eview s. 11. Corre
spondence. 12.  Su p p lem en t.

1. M o stly  abou t a  M r. F e lt, w h o  talk ed  

and w rote a great deal about elem entals, 

and sp eaks o f  th e  m em bers o f  th e  T . S. 

as i l lu m i n a t t !  2. N o tes 011 th e  transla
tion o f  a P ah lavi book on Zoroastrianism , 

b y  D astur P. B. S an jana. A s w e m ig h t  

exp ect, th e  sim ple d octrin e o f  “ P u r ity ”  

is stro n g ly  b ro u gh t o u t as follow s:

What makes us most famous? The path of 
generosity.

What thing is the most precious? The love of 
the good and the learned for us.

What gives the greatest ease and rest? A life 
spent in innocence and charity.

Por what should men in this world be the most 
anxious? Por the desire of doing disinterested 
good to their fellow-brethren.

What desire is disinterested? One which men 
wish to gratify without any peraoual motives of 
Interest.

4. A n  e x ce e d in gly  learned and pain s
ta k in g  article, show ing, as Prof. A. A . M ac- 

d o n ell has pointed out, th a t it is in deed—

One of the most remarkable facts in history 
that a people shonld have preserved their sacred 
book without adding or subtracting a single word 
for a,300 years, and that, too, chiefly by means of 
oral tradition.

5. C o n tain s som e in terestin g  extracts  

from th e w ork o f  Pietro d ella V alle, th e  

Italia n  traveller, w h o  visited  T u rk ey, 

E g y p t, S yria, Persia, and India, in th e  

17th  cen tu ry. 6. A  learned article from  

th e  pen  o f  Dr. Lam bert, w h o  tries to  

show , from th e  translation o f  th e  hiero

g ly p h ic s  on a  m ortuary stele, th a t th e  

E g y p tia n s  used “ e le c tr ic ity ’ ' in th e ir  

funeral rites. W h y  n o t m agn etism  ? T h e  

article  is m ade all th e  m ore in te re stin g  

b y  num erous d iagram s an d reproduc

tions. 8. A n  in terestin g  paper, b u t “ an 
cie n t h isto r y ”  to  T h eo so p h ical students. 

9. B abu  N . C. B isvas says th a t:

The Thibetans are gentle and submissive, deep 
and serious, but at the same time cheerful. Their 
physique is manly.

T h e y  are m eat eaters, an d b a th in g  is  

u n k n o w n  to  them . “ T h e ir  gen ero sity  

and ch aritab le feelin gs are alm o st pro
verb ial.”  B u t th o u g h  m ale ed u cation  is  

com pulsory, fem ale education  is n on 
existen t. T h e re  are, app arently, no  

beg g ars or poor-houses in T ib e t. “ E v e r y  

on e lives b y  th e  sw eat o f  h is ow n brow .”
O n th e  w hole, how ever, th e D ecem b er  

T h e o s o p h is t  is rather a h e a v y  num ber.

T H E  P A T H  (N e w  Y o r k ) .

V o l. V II , N o. 7 :— 1. Illu sion — E . K is-  

lin gb u ry. 2. Iconoclasm  tow ard I llu 
sions— A. T . M ana. 3. T h ree L etters to  

a C h ild : I. T h e  M a k iu g  o f  E a r th —  

K a th arin e H illard. 4. Prophecies, b y
H . P. B lavatsky. 5. Problem s in P sych o -  

lo g y — J. D. B u ck . 6. R eincarnation in  

the B ib le — W illiam  Hrelion. 7. In ter

ference b y  A d ep ts— A lexan d er F u llerton .
8. R oun ds and R aces— A lph a. 9. Im a g i
nation and O cc u lt Phenom ena— W illiam  

Q . Ju d ge. 10. T ea -T a b le  T a lk — Julius.
11. L iterary N otes. 12. M irror o f  th e  

M o vem en t. 13. Pacific C oast Item s.

1. M iss K islin g b u ry  w rites on th e  

d an ger o f  ta k in g  dow n th e  o rth odox  

scaffold in g before th e new  b u ild in g  is up. 

S ca ffo ld iu g is u nd o u bted ly  useful, bu t is, 
o f  course, n ot th e  bu ild in g. In  th e  

S ta te s  th e y  h a ve  abandoned scaffolding, • 
and bu ild  “ from inside,”  and so save  

tim e and useless labour. 3. A. T . M ana  

follow s w ith  an article w h ich  show s a  

previous acquain tance w ith  E . K .’s paper, 
an d treats th e  su bject from a general 

stand point. H u m an ity  cannot be co n 
fined b y  in d ivid u al peculiarities and



w eaknesses is th e  burden o f  th e  w riter’s 

argum ent. 3. T h e  w riter tries to co n ve y  

to  a ch ild  som e n otions o f  " m a tte r ” and  

" m o tio n .”  4. R eferrin g in  th is  co n n ec
tion  to  th e  pro bability  o f  o th er and m ore  

e x p lic it  inform ation b e in g  given  on th e  

te ach in gs o f th e " S e c r e t  D o ctrin e”  in a  

n o t far d istan t future, th e  w riter very  

w isely rem arks:

Cannot Indiscreet Theosophists put off attempts 
at the making of dogmas they might have trouble 
to give up?

5. A  g o o d  paper b y  our veteran colleague, 

Dr. B u ck . 6. W e wonder, w h ether th e  

Jew s really d id  believe in reincarnation ? 

J u d g in g  from th e  B ib le  som e o f  them  

believed  in th e preexisten ce o f  the soul; 

b u t even i f  we tak e th e K abalah  w e are  

a t a  loss to  d iscover a clear enunciation  

o f  th e  doctrine o f  rebirth as understood  

b y  studen ts o f  th e  E so teric Philosophy. 

T h e  K abalah  w e. kn o w  o f  teach es a re
incarnation o f  th e  soul for th r e e  tim es  

only. W e should also lik e  to  see the con 
dem nation o f  th e  doctrine b y  the church  

cou n cils m ore clearly  .dem onstrated. 

T h ere w ere th irty-n in e cou n cils o f  C o n 
stantinople. T h e  tw en ty-fifth  cou n cil 

fulm inated fifteen anathem as again st 

O rigen  "a n d  his errors”  (a.d. 523). T h is  

w as n ot an CEcum enical Council, and it 

is an open p o in t w h eth er th e  fifth G eneral 

C o u n cil (a.d. 553), th e  tw enty-seventh, 

did or d id  n ot condem n O rigen. T e c h n i
ca lly  th e  anathem as w ere again st th e  

doctrine o f  th e p reexisten ce o f  th e  soul. 

O n th is  p o in t th e  Justin ian  ed ict pro
nounces as follow s:

Whosoever believes or affirm* that human souls 
preexisted, «>., that they were once spirits and 
holy powers, which, weary of beholding God, be
came degenerate, and because their love grew 
odd, were called souls (fisu ch a i), and in punish
ment sent down into bodies, let him be anathema.

T h e  doctrine o f  reincarnation is n ot 

alluded to  in  th e  th irty-n in e cou n cils o f  

C on stantin ople, e xcep t in so far as it  m ay  

be inferred from th e doctrine o f  preexist- 

en ce o f  th e  soul. 7. A  sensible paper.
9. A  very  useful and in stru ctive article, 

sh o w in g  th e im portance o f  th e  pow er o f  

im agin ation , th e  b u ild in g  up power, or 

S a n k a lp a  o f  th e  H indfis.

T H E  B U D D H I S T  (C o lo m b o ).

V o l. IV , N os. 43-46:— T o  be noticed. 1. 
M id n ig h t M n sin gs— S. P. 2. F lesh  F ood. 

3. A  S in g le  P a ge  from th e  M oral C ode o f

th e B uddhists (Reprint)— Prof. F . L . O. 
R hoerig. 4. T h e  G reat B uddh ist T em p le  

at B uddha G aya. 5. O rganization. 6. 
K arm a. 7. R eincarnation o f  Anim als. 

8. T h e  A rt o f  C onsolation. A n nie  

B esant’s article on " D e a th  an d A fter,”  

and th e  report o f  th e  lectu re in St. 

Jam es’s H a ll on "R o m e , T heosop hy, and  

th e D e vil,”  are also reprinted.

L E  L O T U S  B L E U  ( P a r is ) .

V o l. I l l ,  N o. 10:— 1. T ribu n e Th<oso- 

phique. 2. L ettres q u i m ’on t Aid< (Tr.).
3. L es D ieu x des R eligions— G u ym io t. 4. 
L 'E d u catio n — Pliiladelphe. 5. L ’ H om m e  

— Dr. Pascal. 6. Introduction ft l'£ tn d e  

de la  D octrin e S e cre te : Troisicm e Partie—  

A n th roposoph ie— U n D isciple. 7. lichos  

du M onde T h eosophiq u e. 8. £ ch o s du  

M onde Scientifiqu e e t L ittlraire.

1. T h e  T ribu n e occupies itse lf w ith  

le n g th y  and in terestin g answers on the  

nature o f  Mali&tm&s and on th e m yth ical 

and historical Christ. 5 and 6 are both  

excellen t articles lik e  th eir predecessors.

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S I F T I N G S  (London).
V o l. V, N o. 13:— 1. T h e  H erm etic P h ilo 

so p h y —  P. W . B u llo ck. 2. Sch o o ls o f  

O ccultism  in Southern  India— T . Subba  

R ow , B .A ., B .L .
T h ese tw o papers m ake an excellen t  

num ber. 1. M r. B u llo ck’s paper is exceed
in g ly  interesting, and gives a ve ry  good  

idea o f  th e  o u tlin e o f  th e  H erm etic P hilo
sophy. H e  quotes th e w ell kn ow n  passage  

on th e  nature o f  th e  Suprem e B e in g  and 

union w ith  I t  in  th e fo llo w in g translation.

For the knowledge of it is a divine Silence and 
the rest of all the senses; for neither can he that 
understands that, understand anything, nor he 
that sees that, see anything else, nor hear any 
other thing, nor in sum move the body. . . 
For shining steadfastly upon and round the whole 
mind it entighteneth all the Soul; and loosing it 
from the bodily senses and motions, it drsweth it 
from the body, and changeth it wholly into the 
essence of Cod. . . . For it is possible for the 
Soul . . .  to be deified while yet it lodgeth in 
the body of man, if it contemplate the beauty of 
the Good.

T h e  trich o to m y o f  Spirit, S ou l and Body  

is, how ever, n ot borne o u t b y  th e  quo
tation o f  th e  w riter o f  th e  paper. In 

th e  passage q u oted  th e spirit (pneuma) 
is Pr&na. M r. B u llo ck  closes h is paper 

w ith  th e  noble w ords o f  th e  dying  

H erm es, accord in g to  th e le g e n d :
Hitherto I have been an exile from my true coun

try. Now I return thither. Do not weep for me;



I return to that celestial land where each goes in 
his turn. There is God. This life is but a death.

7. T h e  editors are w ise in p rin tin g  S u b b a  

R o w ’s article from th e old  T h e o s o p h is t . 

I t  is esp ecially  rem arkable for a classifi
cation o f  th e  states o f  consciousness, a c
co rd in g to  th e  S o u th ern  O cc u lt S ch o o l 

o f  India, w h ich  was su bseq u en tly  ela b o 
rated b y  “ C. J ."  in th e  p ages o f  L U C I F E R .  

It  runs as follow s:

J a g ra t.

S va p n a .

i  J a g ra t— Waking consciousness, 
j Svap na— Dreaming.
( Dreamless sleep.
| J a g ra t— Waking clairvoyance.
I Swapna—Somnambulic clairvoyance. 
( S u sh u p ti—Kima I<oka.
/ Ja g ra t— Devachan.

S u sh u p ti. J Swi/wa—Between Planets [ ? globes].
( S u sh u p ti—Between Rounds.

Above these nine stages come the true mystical 
states of consciousness, to which the adepts have

V o l. V , N o. 14:— 1, T h e  M ystic  S id e  

o f  C h ristian ity  —  E .  K islin gb u ry. 2. 
Christm as Peace— R ev. G . W. A llen.

1. A n  e xce e d in gly  in terestin g  paper, 

esp ecially  in th e com parison betw een  

th e I m it a t io n  o f  T h o m a s & K em p is and  

som e o f  th e  sh lo k as o f  th e  B h a g a v a d  

G it d . A s for instance:

Blessed indeed are the ears which listen not for 
the voice which sounds without, but to the inner 
voice of truth.

Blessed are they who dive into things internal, 
and strive day by day through spiritual exercises 
to gain a deeper capacity for receiving heavenly 
secrets.

I am the Rewarder of all who are good, and the 
Mighty Power of all who are devout. Write ray 
words upon your heart and meditate diligently 
upon them.

Walk before Me in truth, and ever seek Me with 
simplicity of heart.

Simplicity must be in the motive and purity in 
the affection.

A ll o f  w hich applies to th e Logos. 2. 
T h is  is a reprint from L u c i f e r .

T H E  V A H A N  (L o n d o n ).

V o l. II, N o. 6:— T h e  V d h a n  is not on  

th e  w hole a very stro n g  num ber th is  

m onth, th o u gh  som e o f  th e  answers are 

interesting. W h atever else m ay be said, 
no one can accuse th e  contributors o f  a 

consensus o f  o rth o d o xy in T h e o so p h y  in  

th eir  answers. T h e  questions d ealt w ith  

are th e  m eaning o f  th e  text, " G o d  is  

L o v e ” ; w h eth er or n ot th e  term  T h e o 
sop hist exclu d es th e  term  A th eist; terato
lo g y  and K arm a are touched  upon in th e  

case o f  such m onstrosities as th e Siam ese  

tw in s; th e  different degrees o f  after-death

consciousness and th e  causes le a d in g  to  

them  are speculated u p o n ; th e  phrase, 

“ G reat In fin ite  P erso n ality,”  is severely  

criticized ; and th e  absence o f  kn o w n  in 
stances o f  perfect m en in spite o f  th e  

cy cle s  o f  incarnation is discussed.

T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  F O R U M  
( N e w  Y o r k ) .

N o . 41. Q uestions C C I V -C C I X :— T h e  
reincarnation p u zzle in J o h n , ix . 2, w ith  

regard to  th e man born blind, is treated  

at le n g th . T h e  seership o f  S w ed en b o rg  

an d th e repression o f  crim in als receives  

attention. T h e  post m ortem  effect o f  

crem ation is specu lated  upon, and d e 
form ity and K arm a com e u p  for treat
m ent. T h e  q u ery is put, i f  “  th e  p h ysical 

bo d y is ch an gin g , an d is renew ed ab ou t  

on ce in every seven  years, w h y  do w e  

grow  o ld  p h y sica lly  ? ”  an d an answ er is  

found in “ th e w earin g o u t o f  th e  p h y s i
cal coh esive force.”

T H E  P R A S N O T T A R A  (M a d r a s ).

V o l. II, N o. 23. Q uestion s L X V I - L X X I : 
— T h ere is a  som ew hat curious answ er  

w ith  regard to  crem ation w hich  deserves  

notice. T h e  second o f  th e  tw o  m antram s  

recited at th e cerem ony, runs as fo llo w s :

Ok, this man having knowingly and unknow
ingly performed Karma terrible in its effects, has 
now, under the influence of his death period, 
been reduced to the five bhfltas. He has Dharma 
and Adharma, greed and delusion. Let all the 
body be burned up, so (h a t h * m ay reach D e v a jfk a .

A uthorities seem  to  be in d ou bt as to  
th e  separation o f  th e  L in ga.

The Linga Sharira itself does not come out of 
the Sthfila body till the time of burning. Some 
say, the separation takes place when the burning 
is complete; others say, during the burning pro
cess; and a few say, when the Invocation of the 
departed is made before the burning. [G aru d a  
P u ra n a , Uttara Khanda, Ch. 5.}

In  an y case th e  o b ject o f  th e  bu rn in g  

is to  hasten th e separation o f  th e  A stral 

B o d y ; there are certain cerem onies  
necessary also, b u t :

They are all useless in the case of Yogis, who by 
concentration have freed their Manas from the 
lower quaternary and have established a perma
nent connection with the Atmi (in the case of 
Karma Yogis), or with Paramitmi or the Logos 
(in the case of Upftsaka Yogis), or with Brahma 
(in the case of Jnftna Sidhus). They do not 
depend for the elimination of their astral ele
ments upon ceremonies and invocations after 
their death, but they complete the Elimination 
in their lifetime.



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  B R A N C H  W O R K .
I n d ia n  S e c t io n , Paper N o . 33:— 1. W h at  

is RAja Y o g a ? — A  paper read before th e  

G y a  Branch T . S. b y  Baij N ath  Sin gh. 

2. A cqu ired H abits { L u c ife r ) ,

T h e  fo llo w in g com parative table is 

in teresting.
R a ja  Yoga. H atha Yoga.

1. A course of m ental 
discipline continued

A course of p h y sica l 
exercise continued

9. Through every m o- j G e n e ra lly  for so m e  
m ent of Hfe. h o u rs only.

3. Holds that “ prAna 
follows vriti ” <M. N. 
Dvivedi).

4. Altruism essential.

5. The absolute purity 
of heart essential.

6. Indifference to the 
fruition of action 
essential.

7. An unswerving faith 
in the universal oper
ation of the Law of 
Karma essential.

8. A constant realisa
tion of every mani
fested form being 
an illusive reflec
tion of the same 
universal Principle 
essential.

9. Leads to the highest 
spiritual plane of 
consciousness.

xo. Leads to the mastery 
over the natural 
forces (or to adept- 
sh ip ).

ix. P sy ch ic  im prove
ment slow  b u t p er
m anent.

Holds that “ vrlti fol
lows prAna ” (M. N. 
Dviveui).

Not essential.

Not so essential as in 
the RAja Yoga.

Not essential.

Not essential.

No such teaching.

Leads, at best, to the 
astral plane only.

Often leaves its votary 
a helpless prey in the 
hand of the elemen
tals and the elemen- 
taries, by developing 
the faculty of m edt urn- 
sh ip .

Psychic improvement 
rap id  bu t tra n sitory .

D evelops th e p sychic  
n a tu re at the cost o f  
the sp ir itu a l n a tu re.

12. S u b ord in a tes th epsy- 
c h ic  n a tu re to the 
s p ir itu a l n atu re.

A m e r ic a n  S e c t io n , Paper N o. 29:—  

T h e o so p h y  and C h r i s t i a n i t y R e a d  b e

fore th e S to ck to n  T . S. b y  th e R ev. W . E .  

C opeland. T h is  is a clear an d sensible  

paper, v e r y  useful for beginners.

P A U S E S  (B o m b a y ).

V ol. II, N o. 4 :— 1. W h a t is your Idea o f  

a M a h d tm i?  ( P a th ) . 2. C atechism  o f  

BrAhm anism  ( P a t h ) . 3. O ccultism  v e r s u s  

th e  O c c u lt  Arts ( L u c ife r ) . 4. L y in g  is  

a Bad T rad e (Dr. Brewer’s G u id e  to  C o m • 
p o s it io n ) . 5. A  S k e tch  o f  Dr. H artm ann’ s 

T a lk in g  I m a g e  o f  U n tr — D. 6. T h e  

S even  P rin ciples o f  M an (Trans.)— E . J. 

C ou lom b. 7. S e lf-K n o w le d g e  and S elf-  

C u ltu re ( T h e  T h e o s o p h is t) . 8. T h e  E n 

quirer. 9. L ig h t from th e  E ast.

T H E O S O P H I A  (A m s te r d a m ).

V ol. I, N o. 8 :— 1. Chance— Afra. 2. T h e  

K e y  to  T h eo so p h y (Tr.)— H . P. B lavatsky.
3. E p ito m e  o f  T h eosop h ical T each in gs  

(Tr.).— W . Q. Ju dge. 4. A  F ragm en t. 5. 
T h e  Seven  Principles o f  M an (Tr.)— A n n ie  

B esant. 6. L ig h t on th e Path (Tr.)—  

M . C. 7. T h eo so p h y and R eligion  (Tr.)—  

G . R . S. M ead. 8. T h o u gh ts. 9. R ectifica
tion. 10. G lossary.

T E O S O F I S K  T I D S K R I F T  ( S to c k h o lm ) .

D ec. 1892:— 1. T h e  Seven fold  in N a 
ture— F. K . 2. Som e Pages from  an 

O cc u lt P h ilosop hy (Tr.)— E . Adam s. 3. 
On th e W atch -T o w er (Tr.)— L u c ife r . 4. 
R eview s. 5. A ctivities.

T H E  S P H I N X  ( B e r lin ) .

T h e  D ecem ber N u m b er:— 1. “  A  Pre
lu d e ”  b y  F . E vers. 2, 3, 4, and 5, are 

poem s o f  more or less m erit. T h en  

com es an im portant article b y  th e E d ito r  

(Dr. H iibb e Schleiden) on “ Spiritualism  

and O ccu ltism  and their relation to  T h e o 
so p h y and M ysticism .”  T h e  w riter is o f  

opinion th a t th e  facts o f  Spiritism  were  

necessary to  arouse m en from a state o f  

m aterialism , and to force upon their  

notice th e existen ce o f  a  super-physical 

world, th at, these facts h a v in g  been suffi
c ie n tly  attested and tabulated b y  m en  

w hose evidence is respected throughou t  

th e W estern world, th eir m ultiplication  

is no lon ger necessary, and th e y  are there

fore ceasin g in frequency. S o  far for the  

ph ysical m anifestations. B u t th e ta sk  o f  

raising th e moral and spiritual standard o f  

men is y e t  th o u g h t possible by m eans of  

w ritin g  and sp e ak in g  m edium ship, w hich  

should be cu ltivated  to  th is  end, the  

m atter th u s giv e n  b e in g  alw ays carefully  

su bjected  to th e criticism  o f  th e higher  

m ind. H in ts gain ed  b y  such com m uni
cation s w ill, it  is claim ed, lead on to  O c
cultism . Dr. H . S chleid en  om its to  men* 

tion th a t in  Fran ce th e  w hole Kardec  

p h ilo so p h y has been w orked out precisely  

b y  th is  m eans, and form s a com plete  

system  o f  m orals and religion. In  the  

la tter part o f  th e  article he giv e s some 

useful w arnings w ith regard to m edium 
ship, an d  exp lains w h y  it  is better to 

becom e m aster o f  one’s ow n w ill, as re
com m ended b y  O ccultists. T h is  seems 

how ever, to clash w ith  th e  former recom 
m endation to  cu ltivate  w riting-m edium - 

ship. O ccultism  is described as the



h igh est ou tcom e o f  S p iritism , M ysticism  

as th e h igh e st o f  all. T h e  paper closes  

w ith  a w holesom e w arn in g again st en ter
in g  on O ccu ltism  u naid ed  an d in d ile t

tante fashion. H e lle n b a ch  w rites on  

“ T h e  F a ith  o f  th e  F u tu r e ”  again — evi
d en tly  a con tin uation  o f  a  form er paper. 

H e  considers life  on earth from  different 

standpoints, and fin a lly  con cludes th a t  

its end and aim  is in ten d ed  to  be w h a t  

h e calls " c a p ita liz a t io n ” o f  our v a iie d  

experiences. " T h e  O racles o f  Zoroaster,”  

b y  K a rl K iesew etter; th is  paper g iv e s  

an acco u n t o f  a w o rk co n tain in g frag
m ents and aphorism s said to  have been  

handed dow n from Zoroaster, w ith  C o m 
m entaries b y  Psellos, P leth on  and O pso- 

pocus. Several e xtracts  are given, w h ich  

are bo th  curious an d in terestin g. T a le s  

and accou nts o f  dream s and vision s co m 

plete th is num ber o f  th e  S p h in x .

T H E  T H E O S O P H I C A L  R A Y  (B o s to n , 

M a s s ., U .S .A .) .

V o l. I, N o. 2:— T h e  C om m on  Sense o f  

T h eo so p h y. T h is  is a reprint o f  an article  

b y  M o h in i M . C h a tte iji  in th e P a t h  o f  

N ov., 1886.

T H E  I R I S H  T H E O S O P H I S T  ( D u b lin ) .

V o l. I, N o. 3:— 1. T h e o so p h y  in Plain  

L an gu age. 2 . Problem s o f  D eath  and  

the A fter L ife— A n n ie  B e s a n t 3. O m —  

G . W . R . 4. P ages from  th e  U pan ishads  

— C. J. 5. R eview s and N otes.

2. A  lecture delivered in th e  A n tie n t  

C on cert Room s, D u blin , N o v. 21, 1892.
4. C. J. selects seven sh lo k as from th e  

M d n d & k y a  U p a n is h a d , under th e  headin g, 

" T h e  F o u r S tep s o f  th e  S e lf,"  w h ich  are 

w ell w orth requoting:

The syllable Oh  Is all; Its expansion is what 
has been, what is, what shall be; all is Om. And 
whatever is beyond the three times, is also Ok .

All that is the Eternal, and this Self is the 
Eternal; and this, the Self, has four steps.

Waking life which perceives outwardly, which 
has seven limbs . . . .  is the first step.

Dreaming life, which perceives inwardly, which 
has seven limbs . . .  is the second step.

Where, asleep, he desires no desire, beholds no 
dream, that is dreamless life.

Dreamless life, become one, collectively perceiv
ing, blissful, an eater of bliss, dominantly con
scious, intuitional, is the third step.

This is the all-lord; this is the alt-knower; this 
is the inner guide; this is the womb of all; the 
coming and going of all beings.

Nor perceiving inwardly, nor perceiving out
wardly, nor both, nor collectively perceiving, nor 
perceiving, nor not perceiving, unseen, intract

able, ungraapable, unmarked, unthinkable, un- 
indicable, the residual essence of the one 3elf, in 
which the expanses have ceased, who is at rest, 
benign, and secondless, this they think ia the 
fourth, this is the Self, the knowable.

L ’A U R O R E  ( P a r is ) .

V o l. V I, N o. 1 1 :— 1. R evela tio n s d 'en  

H a u t— M . de M . 2. L e  C o te  O bscu r de 

la  N atu re (Tr.) —  C ath erin e Crow e. 3. 
Y o g a , la  S cien ce de l ’A m e  (Tr.)— G . R . S . 

M ead. 4. C on sequ en ces L o g iq u e s e t  

N ecessaires d e r e v o lu tio n  du P ape —  
L ’A b b e  R oca. 5. U n e  A m e  dem eu re-t- 

elle  en N o u s (Tr.)— H ellen bach . 6. L a  

P ein e de M o rt e t les Im pressions d ’un  

J u r e — L eon  D enis. 7. L a  plus G ran d e  

CEuvre de la  F em m e— K a te  B uffington. 

8. L a  Personnalite— M m e. M errim an.

1. M o stly  occu pied w ith  an attem p t to  

g iv e  a  gen eral acco u n t o f  G n osticism . 

B ut w h y  call it  "r e v e la tio n ” ? A n y  t e x t  

b o o k  on th e su bject tells  us aa m u ch  and  

m ore. 4. A n  e xcite d  article void o f  a n y  
precision, w h ich  leaves th e  reader w on 
d erin g w h at th e  A b b e is ta lk in g  about. 

M . de R o ca  claim s V ir g il as an " in it ia te  

o f  th e  prim itive  ch u rch  o f  w h ich  S t  

P aul sp e a k s” ! A las, poor P u bliu s!

T H E  S A N M A R G A  B O D H I N l ( A n g lo -  

T e lu g u :  B e lla r y ) .

V o l. II, N os. 43-46:— T o  be n o tice d :—  

1. T h e  O rien tal Congress. 2. T h e o so p h y  

and E d u ca tio n  (Reprint)— A n n ie Besant. 

3. S tr a y  N o te s on  th e  B h a g a v a d  G i ld —  

V . V . S . A vad han i, B.A. 4. W h a t is  true  

R e lig io n ? — K . N arayan asw am i Aiyar.

A D H Y A T M A  M A L A  ( G u ja r d t t :  S u r a t ) .

V o l. I, N o. 1 :— A n o th er evid en ce o f  

T h eo so p h ical a ctivity . T h is  little  sixteen - 

p a g e  m o n th ly  is  pu blish ed  and co n 

d u cted  b y  Bro. H arpatram  H arm u kh ram  

M ehta, a  m em ber o f  th e  Surat T . S., to  
w h o m  all hon ou r is due. A s  our G ujarA ti 

p an d it is n ot w ith in  hail w e are u n able to  

g iv e  th e contents.

T H E  L A T E  M M E . B L A V A T S K Y
(Surat).

T h is  is th e  title  o f  a reprint o f  an  

article on H . P. B., b y  W . Q . Judge, in  
th e  N e w  Y o r k  S u n , and o f  an article  b y  

A n n ie  B esan t in  L u c i f e r ,  o w in g  to  th e  

en ergy o f  Dr. D . J .  E d al-B eh ram .

IS L A M .

1. I s la m :  a L ectu re delivered a t  th e



F ram ji C ow asji In stitute, Bom bay, N o v.  

io th , 1892. 2 . p h ilo s o p h ic  I s la m :  a L e c 
ture delivered a t th e  P u b lic Garden, 

H yderabad, N o v. 25th, 1892, b y  (M uham 

mad) A lex an d er R ussel W ebb.
W e sh all o n ly  n otice th e  first o f  th e  

lectures, th e  second b e in g  covered b y  th e  

first. M r. A . R. W ebb has la te ly  becom e  

a co n vert to  Islam ism , and has throw n  

u p  his U .S .A . consular office in M an ila  to  

p ro pagate his n ew  faith in th e  U n ited  

States. W e were, therefore, n aturally  

interested to find o u t w h at had in d u ced  

a level-headed  stu den t o f  E astern  reli
gio n s to  adopt th is particular form o f  

exo teric faith. A fter carefu lly  perusing  

Mr. W e b b ’s lectures w e m u st can d id ly  

confess th a t w e fail to  find an y com p el
lin g  reason for his assum in g his present 

position . T h e  lectu rer at th e  ou tset  

claim s th a t Islam ism  is 11 th e  b e s t a n d  o n ly  

system  adapted to  th e spiritual needs o f  

h u m an ity,”  so th a t w e at once pu t our fin
gers on th e  kn o t th a t is c h o k in g  him . A n d  

th is  is th e  faith th a t is to  save th e w o r ld :

1. Faith in God, the one God, the Creator of all 
things, who alwaya was and ever will be; the 
single, immutable, omniscient, omnipotent, all 
merciful, eternal God. *. Faith in angels, ethereal 
beings perfect in form and radiant in beauty; 
without sex, free from all gross or sensual passion 
and the appetites and infirmities of frail hu
manity. 3. Belief in the Korin as a book of 
divine revelation given at various times to Ma
homed by God or through the Angel Gabriel. 4. 
Belief in God's prophets, the most preeminent of 
whom were Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, 
and Mahomed. 5. Belief in the resurrection and 
final judgment when all mankind shall appear 
before God. who will reward or punish them ac
cording to the deeds they have done on earth. 
Opinions differ, of course, as to the nature of 
these rewards and punishments. 6. Belief in Pre
destination, or the inability of man to avoid, by any 
act of his own, the destiny irrevocably pre-deter* 
mined by God and written down in the eternal 
book previous to the creation of the world.

M r. W ebb says th a t th e  latter clause  

seem s to  " d e p r iv e ” man o f  his character  

a s  a free agen t— b u t on enquiry this is 

n o t so. T h e  lecturer, how ever, h astily  

d rops th e Subject, and leaves it  in all its  

g la r in g  seem ing o f  “ fatalism ”  pure and  

sim p le. T h ro u gh o u t th e w hole lecture  

w e bear m uch o f  th e  p hilosophic side o f  

Islam , b u t see n o th in g  o f  it. In fact, w e  

are th o ro u gh ly disappointed in try in g  to  

find th e  w h y  o f  Mr. W eb b ’s conversion. 

T h e  w riter claim s an esoteric and exoteric  

d o ctrin e as ta u g h t b y  M oham ed, pu ts for

ward th e  strange idea th a t p o ly g a m y  w ill 

cure th e  social con dition  o f  the W estern  

w orld, th o u gh  h e adm its he know s little  

about it, and giv e s n ot on e so lita ty  reason  

w h y  it  shou ld b rin g  about a  better state  

o f  affairs. H e  further claim s t h a t:

Mahomed never advocated, ta u g h t, n or con
sented  to the propagation of Islam by means of 
the sword, and that he severely condemned vio
lence and taking of life in any form.

T h e  “ essence o f  Is la m ” is said to  be  

resignation to  th e w ill o f  G od, prayer and  

universal fraternity. O n th e  w hole, we 

do n o t th in k  th a t an Islam ism  o f  unsup
ported statem ents w ill be m uch o f  an 

appeal to  freethinkers, and it  certain ly  

can offer th e  C hristian  n o th in g  m ore  

than  he already has.

O R I E N T A L  D E P A R T M E N T  (L o n d o n ).

N e w  S e r ie s , N o. 3 :— T h is  is certain ly  

an in terestin g num ber, b u t its contents  

w ill surely not infuse u nm ixed enthusiasm  

in to th e  breasts o f  W esterners. It  seem s 

alm ost im possible to  find a n y th in g  th a t  

one can w h o lly  praise in  th e old w ritings. 

Passages otherw ise m ost beautiful and 

ex ce lle n t are gen era lly  spoiled b y  b ein g  

preceded or follow ed b y  banalities and 

trivialities, sectarian touches and absurdi
ties. I t  is th e  case w ith all scriptures, no 

m atter how  m uch w e allow  for m ystical 

licen ce. T h e  pearls, how ever, are w orth  

se e k in g  for, and in fin itely  transcend th e  

consistent m ed iocrity o f  rationalism . 
“ T h e  VicliAra SA gara” is concluded, and 

gives readers an idea o f  o r th o d o x  A dvaitin  

VedAntism . “ A sh em : th e F irst Lesson  

in Zoroastrianism ,”  is a pleasant paper  

on ethics. “ T h e  D han yA shtakam ”  of 

S h ri ShankarAcliArya is, as usual, spoilt 

b y  indiscrim inate in vective  against 

w om an, th o u gh  probably such verses are 

th e  glosses o f  his chelAs. “ T h e  L egend  

o f  M ArttAnda”  w ill, 110 doubt, horrify the 

h yp n o tic su bjects o f  modern science, and 

th e  bye-p rod u cts o f  this “ age o f  reason," 

th o u gh  it m a y really contain m ore true 

s c ie n c e  th a n  either one or the other have  

dream ed of. “ M o k sh a S id d lii”  w ill be 

in terestin g to  Christians. “ T h e  H ym n  

o f th e T h ree P o w ers”  is an excellen t and 

faith fu l translation o f  a portion o f  the  

X lV t h  A d hyA ya o f  th e  B h a g a v a d  G itd , 

and th e “ C on quest o f  the Phenom enal 

W o rld ”  teach es us som ethin g ab o u t the 

Low er M anas.


